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PREFACE. 

This unpretending little Volume forms the eommenee- 
ment of a series of similar worics -wliich it is the Author's 
design, should the Lord permit, to publish upon the import- 
ant subject of experimental reUgioo, under the general 
title of '' The Inquirer Directed to an Experi- 
mental AND Practical View of Divine Truth.*' 
Various considerations, to one or two of which he may be 
permitted to allude, suggestied the undertaking, and pleaded 
for its exeeution. The first that may be mentioned was, the 
▼ast and solemn importance of the subject* 

The religion of the Lord Jesus is valuable only as its 
power is experienced in the heart. In this respect, and in 
tills only, it may be compared to the physical sciences, 
which, however ingenious in structure, or beautiful in 
theory ; yet if not reduced or reducible to purposes of 
praetical use, are of little worth. It is so with the truth 
of Jesus. The man <^ mere taste may ap[daud its external 
heaaty—the philosopher may admire its ethics, the orator 
its eloquence, and the poet its sublimity, but if the 
Spirit of God take not his own truth and impress it upon 
the heart, as to the great design of its revelation, it avails 
nothing. What numbers there are who rest in the mere 
theory of Christianity. As a practical principle they know 
nothing of it. As a thing experienced in the heart, it is a 
hidden mystery to them. They speak well of it as a religions 
system ; believe its Divinity, and even defend its doctrines 
and extol its precepts; yet make no approaches towards 
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^ pcCToaal and practicil obedknoe to iU ftiiwf. Ihawo*^ 
^r know nothiagr of rqMataace toirmrdfl God» «Md faitb 
towatdB our Lofd J«eiifl Quriit. It irill Mrdx *pp«ftr feo^A 
ipiritvaHy enligliteBed nind, ft ralQect of vtst m4 Hii— ip 
moment, that ibis deluion akould be eifOMd-*4ltatt tMt 
fonndatMMi of sand •beuld be nadcrmiaed, aad tlui ijbeokile 
aeoesaity of esperiiaental reKgion, as neoessary to «n .ad^ 
ndeiioD -witbin the kingdom of giory, be etreauoiiaty aad 
seriptaially eafoiced. 

AaxMna consideration which had ite weight with 'Ihfr 
Author's mind was, the ooaTietion that the atate>«l'4h» 
Church demanded a more spiritual, experimental and pracH 
tieal exhibition of Di^vine truth. To those who hate bOBn 
silent^ though sad, speetators of the redent hiatatr of the 
Chrieftian Church, it is known that oonkroveraiea af a» 
alarming character liave, for a lengthened peiiodt exirted^ii^ 
her bosom. They have seen and depbired the ^ieiis ttm* 
have rant her — the party feeling that has been eagtndved, 
the alienation and distance that have existed amoBg> thanr 
who, holding one Head, should therefore *' lofve as bra* 
thren." To mitigate this alarming evil, to heal theae dM» 
^as, and to draw the diiferent sections of theCltnrdk more 
dosely together, various able diaqaisitioas- have been wtife* 
ten, many ingenious plans have been proposed, and muMf 
affs^iag appeals have been made. But, it is ttie Anttiof^ 
htMiest conviction, that the first and the chief step towttds 
the accomplisfameat of an end 8o< earnestly to be sovghl^ 
aad so ferveatly to be prayed for, is to deepem th€ tpkHimtiMi§ 
of the Churches of each evangelical deaominatien. No» 
lUng short of this will bring it about. Vain will be 'all 
espeetation <^ returning to an apostolic union.-*<&nutleBB 
will be every plan for a coalition of sects while the tpiri* 
tmrntUf of the Church is at so low an ebb* But, au g m e nl*' 
tko true piety of the Churches— hold up a more etevatadi 
standard of h^iaess— let them be deeply baptised in tim: 
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iMMbg 4ttid tfaMttfyiti^ ^ii«i«iie«9 ti ih» Holf Spirit, «ii4 
tbcM W M Ua i uj fsieg irlll idl teva^ate, these dhiiioa» ^#111 all 
^IkeOi&^ftMtihe ditt «nd tbe strifii ol pait^ iBterests wUl 
tpMMy ^^«iked. dunstSaoB will aot hold kss 'firmly^ lad 
dtfen ft'teito Mi^flpisly their eomtsoieiitkntt views of tratfa^ but 
ttt0f<ii4H hold mod speak the truth m to««. In order then 
tlMB to 4tfea9^en the tone of spiritoatitjr among the 
Cbttrdies, ta t jm r iim htiU and praeUetd religion mast be meee 
frequently and earnestly insisted upon. There cansot poo* 
sittly exist genuiM piety i^art from experimental truth, and 
inprdportton to the deep experience of the truth, wiU he 
the diiptti of spiratuaUty. 

It will Buflee to mention but one other eondderatimi 
which isfluenced the Author in the preparation of these 
w»rito^ afid that was, the demand which the Church herself 
has mad^ for w r itin g s of this elass. The Churdi is wearied 
wMr eoatroversy. lliere is a restlessness, a growing desire 
ferpiddicatioas of a less polemical and more spintaal and 
eiperimental character, which it is important should be met. 
There are those, and the number is increasing, who are 
hmgerfaig and thirsting for the simple truth of God, broken 
up and presented to them unmixed with the bitter herbs of 
coBtioversy and discussion. They want God's truth as it is* 
Ifttf want it so opened and explained as to meet the daily 
the Christian life.— The inward and the outwani 
struggling of inbred sin — the deep affliction, the 
hisvyefoss, all of which demand an experimental unfolding of 
the doetrines and truths of the Bible. And there is a sweet<*> 
nase and pradousness in Divine truth thus exhibited, which 
cttitioyecsy tends mueh to impair. The father of the inductive 
pfayoBopiiy, truly and beautifully remarks, *' As those wines 
flow ^m the first treading out of the grapes, are 
and better than those forced out of the press, which 
the roughness of the husk and of the stone ; so are 
tiiese doctrimcs best and wholesomestwhichfiowfrom a gentie 
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« 
cnish at tlie Seriptnrtfe, and are not wnmg into contro- 
versies."* 

To meet in some degree this demand, has been the hiun- 
ble attempt of the author. How far he has proved toe- 
eessfal, the experieneed helitfter miiat dedde. He has 
commenced with the doctrine ot the Atonement of Christ, 
it being the central truth of the Bible, on which all bthera 
are based, and around which they all entwine. The setond 
Tolnme in the series will embrace ** Expbrixbmtai. 
AND Practical ViEtrs of thx Work of the Holy 
Spirit,'* and will appear, should the Author's lift aii4 
health be preserved, early in the ensuing autumn. Should 
the Lord, in a solitary instance, condescend to bless the 
perusal of this Work, let aU the praise and the glory 
redound to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the Triune 
Jehovah, to whom K alone belongs. 

O. W: 

London, April, 1889« 

* Bacon. 
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THB PROVINCE OF REASON IX THE INVESTIGATION 
OF SPIRITUAL AND EXPERIMENTAL TRUTH. 

" The vorld by wisdom knew not God."— l Cor. i. 21. 

In a few observations, intended mainly as in- 
troductory to this series of works, we wish to 
explain what we believe to be the legitimate 
province of Natural Reason in the investigation 
of revealed truth. We feel the more impelled to 
this-— perhaps otherwise unnecessary task — lest 
in the views we may advance on experimental 
religion, we shall be suspected of abrogating 
entirely the exercise of the intellectual faculties 
in the study and experience of God's truth, thus 
turning away from a most important instrument 
which He has given us for the purpose of weighing 
and sifting the evidence of its validity. 

The two extremes towards which writers on 
Christianity have verged, have been, the oppo- 
nents of the system on the one hand, descanting 
upon the power and sufficiency of reason, as 

B 
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tboagh all the B'gbt trhich we possess of the 
invisible world to<! its sublime realities, were 
owing to its discbVerieS/andto no other sotiree: 
and on the other, tte advocateis of the system, 
abdicating almost entirety the employment of our 
mental faculties — Setting aside the use of reason, 
assigning to it hd office,' and awarding to ft no 
£stinctton. Bdthj we beiieve to be m error; 
each extreme oi opinion tinteriable. The otie, in 
elevating reasMi too high, the other, in depressm^ 
it too low. The one, in investing lis with the 
Jfl-erogative of God, the other, m tobiin^hsbt 
the dignity of man. We feel • Jt hnportant fikA, 
hriefly and in simple terms, to state n^hat'fJrdvititi^ 
slionld be assigned to human reason in pros€f6^rtM^ 
our researches in revealed and ex^eriiin^ii^ tHhi^. 
And that the reader may have liie "siibjefcf <MtAj 
before him, we shall first Miow what iil notl^M 
then what is, the proper use of reason in mktt^tis 
bt religions ^th. ' ' ^ ' 

l^rst, it is not the province of hmnatf r^atbn' lo 
ikdbver spiritual truth. Thfe fer tifeiistifendi trie 
pbwer of the highest created reason, taehl%t)terieS 
'bylrtie Spirit of (Sod. We do not aiay that ^ 
inind taught of Gbi, can diScovek* notliing bf thfe 
glory 6f ^ii' character, the excellence and loveti- 
xiess '6! 'J^«fi;'Btid'the spuitnalfty add fitn^ftl^'bf 

^s l!hith';' '®^ n6 me«ns would ire assert fbti. 
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The miad Divinpfy mwvin^t^JJ^ fa(ip peaftt?;^!)^ 
deeply into ii^ vf^t |l9CKi^ of^ifyHh^^p^ ^scoyc^ 
the glories there reyealed, , . But "withput tfei^ 
teaabiAg, itside &91B1 tlfid <Pjvii^ ,iUa|[p^iatioaf it 
cannot advance a, 9te|t4 All 1? d^]^^ all myft^iQa3. 
And j»st what the tfJ^ope is ..Jo the j Qye^ of 
t)j,e ,^^^Qnomej:*^,,fi8 i^hen, ;syitj^ a^gla^c^^ he .^.^^P,"! 
tl^e j$ji;n^fi;meBit of iiati3|re,in ^earpb of ne^ and noe 
^jscpx^i'fd ^orlcb^ faith is to the e^e of reason 9s 
y^jrajig^fthe, firotam^i^t of revelation in search of 
1^^ g^jioufi. truths of God, But unenlightepe^ 
fer^.th^j flioiy Spirit, it can discpver nothjngj 
^|;;^^f, jj^.e^vm^ple* ^the e^^stence^ perfectionei, angl 
^PT?))i9oyi9n^n)ent of Jehovah, what can human 
Cf^f^n.j^spover here? What light can it throw 
V^% %^ iim^affiental aytide pf our belief^— t^e 
^]|^nff >of. Qpp ? Ou^ lienses may assure us that we 
j^t^.^;^ TVt y^fi form Ifut a moiety of human jexj- 

M^M^.^^^^^J.^^^tAiu* '^at we have, e;&ist(94 
but a short time« memory testifies ; — and thpit we 
flf9i(^9ti ^^rcr^ted,. but that there mii^t be a 
j^sjt^^i^efron^ which all preation originated^ is 
^^.j^^: w.e can deduce froin ti^ese obvious factef. 
J(^^,^^ the utmost lipoit to the. dispoyerie^ qf 
.^j^apn., " Who is this Fu-st Cause ?" . " What is 
#^,?;i' "PFa^n? is He?" /'.In.\^%t rel^tjpn 
-jdo^, He stand to me ?*' ".^w i™|yjf ;pr,SP\?:!fte 
Hki regard, imd be admitted to commuziion with 
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♦ ' ► , n 

Jlim ?" are mpmeQtoiia questions on which reason 
may conjecture^ hut on which it can pronounce 

with no.authqr^ty. ; 

., Let the reader glance Mt ior a moment; at the 
n^sults to which reason has oome in its investiga- 
tioAr of 'reHgio^ truth. What are they? where 
i» the- evidfincie of/ its mighty powers ? , where is 
th^e ..scribe ? wJbiere is the philosopher? where. is 
1^ disputer of this ^e^orld ? let them produce the 
amount of their researches. What disgoveries 
hay^ they made of GrOD ? what light. have they 
reflected upon His moral attributes ? How far 
have they penetrated into the dark and deep aby^s 
of futurity, demonstrating with certainty whether 
t^^e be any state after this, and if there be« what 
that state is ? How have they accounted for the 
existence of moral evil ? and what Ifdlni have they 
prc^osed for the mitigation of all ita curtailed 
paiiseries ? And how have they solved the probjenji, 
Ithftt God can be a just God — -}ust to His law^ 
^\»t to Himself, and yet be the justifier of the vii- 
godly P We ask, and are referred to .traditiop^ 
in(hile that t^dition is derived, we are all a^sorec^ 
|rom the faui^ain of divine revelation. 
. That ^his is not mere assertion, unsustained by 
evideixce. Jet us show. No fact is more certain, 
fVian that, all the knowledge which the ancient 
^bphers had of morals and of God, was 
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traditionary ; revelation being the source of that 
tradition. We may enquire in the language o! 
TertuIIian, ''which of the poets, wluch of the 
sophists was there, who did not drink of the prb- 
phet's fountain ?*' To this they carhe wearied 
with their own fruitless researches^ and panting 
for some hitter guide than reaidon. Here the^ 
dranlc, Ovid from Mosies, and Virgil li*om Isaiah: 
Another of the Fathers stvles Rato the Hthreth 
Philosopher^ while a third asserts that, fVom the 
flebrew writings, he derived his pious cbnce^« 
i^dns of (70D and His worship. A heathisti 
vsrriter asserts that, Pythagorus transferred man^^ 
things from the Jewish institutions into his owti 
Philosophy, and styles him the imitator of the 
Jewish dogmas ; and it is certain from the testi-J 
mony ^of Hermippas, as quoted by Selden and 
GrotiuB, that Pythagorus dwelt among the Jew^> 
knd must necessarily have been familiar witU 
l^eir religion. Another heathen writer was often 
beard to ask the question, ** What is Plato but 
Moses atticizing ?** And who can donbt but tiKt 
H on of this phUosoplier^ was borrowed from the 
I /AM'of Moses; and that his nons logos and 
fsuke cosmo, clearly refer to the Word and the 
Spirit, by whom, as he learned frotn the Old 
Testament, the world was made. Thus it ii 
evident from the few examples cited^ and these 

B 2 
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are not oS that might be adduced in proof of the 
poBition, that in the vast domain of spiritual 
truth, reason can never assert its claims to the 
ipower of discovery. AH that it can do, is to seize 
upon existing facts, and from these facts proceed 
to argue and establish its conclusiona. 

Nor is it the province of our intellectual fkcid- 
ties to judge in matters of religious faith with 
an authoritative power of dictedion* — rejecting idxat 
may be inexplicable to reason, aiod receiving only 
^hat'is "perfectly consentaneous with reaaon*" 
There is much of deep mystery in revdatioiB. 
God, considered both in Himself and in his opera- 
tions, is a mystery stretching far beyond the shb- 
limest power of finite reason'. ** Canst thou fay 
searching find out God ? canst thou find )out the 
Almighty unto perfection." Job xi. 7. And of 
His operations, may we not exJclaim with the Eftime 
inspired penman, ''Lo, these are parts of His 
ways : *but how little a portion is heard of HimF' 
^xvi. 14. Christ, too, is the '* great m3rstery of 
godliness.'' Whether His complex pers&n isife- 
garded — the union of the . divine and humdn 
natureB in one ;•— ^oi whether we look at His work 
^-^His obedience and death constituting a ; full 
Atdnbiittefit to Divine Justice in behalf of the sins 
cf His people, it must be acknowledged a deplii 

> profound for human thought adequately to 
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lathonik What can poor foite reason accomplish 
here ? What beams can its feeble, flickering light 
cast npon this world of mystery? And if eyer it 
stands forth invested in its own native impotence, 
it is when it sits in judgment upon the doctrines 
and facts of revelation, discsjrding or retaining 
aofih only as are iBitelligihle.to its dwarfish capa- 
city. *• Which things/' says, the Apostle, " th^e 
Angela desire to look into." Mark his exprea- 
^ion&t He represented not these celestial beings 
of'^orityand intellect, as scaling the heights and 
i6Muig iBtch the depths of redemption's mystery-*— 
but'*' which things the Angels desire/' scarcely 
dare, hntf .*' desire to look into/' And yet. for 
"fidlenitind unrenewed mind to sit in judgment 
npoti" God's truth, can only be exceeded in its 
tettiefity by the depravity which prompts it, 
>• if the truth of God, in its dpetrines and faqts, 
is' d mystery incomprehensible to unrenew«4 
reosd^,* what shall we say of the truth 4ts eaiperi' 
^enoed^ the 'heart? If reason cannot understand 
thevanli fra^ne-work of truth, how can it compre- 
'hend* the secret pow^ by which it operates? 
'••The v^rfact,fl2iat, to be understood, it n^ust be 
! -experienced, accounts for the difficulty, ilhe 
-tsransforming operation of the Holy S{»rit upon 
•the mindy^-^giving it a new bias, new inclinations ; 
^tunling its- darkness into light, and kindling its 
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enmity into love. The life of Ood in the bohI, 
creating the man anew in Christ Jesns,— >that life 
which 18 hidden, ever productive of a holy life 
that is 9een,— its hopes apd its fears ; its defeats 
and its triumphs — the causes which operate to 
deaden it, and the spiritual nourishment hy which 
it is supported, all, all is incomprehensible to 
human reason. Truly " the world knoweth us 
pot." 

It will he perceiyed then, that we readily admit 
that, in the revelation of God, there is much that 
towers ahove human reason,* hut which is yet 
perfectly agreeable to the very reason it trans- 
cends. Is it then, we ask, the province of our 
intellectual faculties to pronounce with a dictar 
torial and authoritative tone, what matters of 
religious faith shall be received and what re- 
jected ? By no means. There are mysteries in 
the world of mind which philosophy cannot un- 
ravel, why not reject them ? There are mysteries 
in the physical world, with which reason cannot 
cope, why not reject them ? Our being too is a 
mystery, why not, on the same grounds, reject it, 
and deny our very existence ? We assert then^ 
that the proper jurisdiction of our reason in 
matters of faith and of Divine revelation, does 
not extend so far, as that a doctrine should be re- 
jected, merely because it is interlaced with diffi- 
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cUlties which our intellectual faculties cannot 
unravel- 

It is important that we devote a moment to an 
enquiry into the cause of this incapacity of reason 
in its natural state^ to comprehend spiritual and 
experimental truth. The cause is, the corruption 
and perversion of our reason ly sin. Sin has im- 
paired our mental faculties— enslaved, clouded, 
and dehased our reason. On this account, and 
on this only, the door is closed which leads into 
the great arcanum of spiritual and experimental 
Imth. This view perfectly accounts with the 
spiritual delineation of man hy nature. We open 
God's Word, and it declares, that since the fall, 
the nature of man has been corrupt, and his reason 
blind; — his understanding darkened, and his 
heart, the seat of his aflfections, polluted. " Having 
the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the bhndness of their heart." 
Eph. iv. 1 8. " That upon the face of the whole 
earth there is none that understandeth and seek- 
eth after God." Bom. iii. 11. The natural man^ 
while in that state, so far from being able to 
explore the wide domain of spiritual truth, hates 
and flees from it, when proposed to his considera- 
tion, ** receiving not the things of the Spirit of 
God, they being foolishness unto him.*' 1 Cor. u. 



10 THE PROVIKCX OF REASON. 

14. This being the state of man, God*B Word 
consequently declares it necessary that, before 
spiritual truth con be understood, he should be 
•♦transformed by the renewing of his mind.*' 
Rom. xii. ^- — That he should be restored to that 
sound mind, and enlightened understanding, and 
spiritual discernment, with which his nature was 
endowed when it came origihaliy from the hands 
of God. In a word, that he should be bora 
again, created anew in Christ Jesus; that old 
things should pass away, and that all thing* 
should become new. Then, and then bnlyy wS 
he be able to understand the " tmtib of Qod in^ a 
mystery." 

Ff om this dark and corrupted state of nataral 
reason, arises the constant and fearful peitvefnom 
of God's holy truth by ungodly minds, ^ It is tiie 
design of corrupted reason," as Dn Owen^ tmhf 
observes, "to debase all the glorious tnysterids 
of the Gospel^ and all the concemmenite of ^uaau 
There is nothing in the whole mystery of 'godU^ 
ness, from the highest crown of it, whidi ia/1(h^ 
person of Ghiist, ' God manifested in the • flesh' i^ 
unto the lowest and nearest efi^ct of bis graoe^' 
but it labours to deprave, dii^onour, and debase^ 
The Lord Christ, it would have in his whole per^ 
son to be but a mere man, in his obedioiee and 
suffering to be but an example, in his doctrine, to 
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be confined unto the capadty and compreliensioQ 
of carnal reason, and t}ie holin^a 'which he com* 
municatesby the sanctification of his Spirit, to be 
but that moral virtue which is common among 
men as the fruit of their own endeavours."* 

We promised to show^ and in a few words, 
what is thje legitimate province of reason in the 
investigation of spiritual truth. That our intel- 
lectual faculties are to be laid aside when we 
eome to the study of God's holy Word;— that 
r^^son most be entirely sacrificed to £aith, we be« 
Bave God has no where demanded. ' Come let us 
reamm^ together,' is His own condescending invi* 
tation. Isa. i. 18.—" And when Paul stood before 
Eelbr* 4;lie Roman governor, he '^reasoned of 
rig^feeottsness, temp^ance, and of a judgment to 
cokne/' Acts acciv. 25. And in writing to the 
scattered CSxrietiaBS, the apostle Peter exhorts 
^em* to be ready always to " give an answer to 
erery one tint asketii them a reason o£ the hope 
that was in them, with meekness and fear." 
1 Pet. ill. IS. Hie revelation of God asks not 
the surrender of our reason as a sacrifice on the 
idtar of fidtfa : aH it demands is, that reason shaU 
caceliEilly* candidly) and prayerfully examine the 
endenoe <rf its validity ; for, *' if she have no* 
Sattsfnctory evidence of thia» she caiaaot,. without 

♦ Owe&'a Woila, vol. 11- 1> «** 
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criminal rashness, snirender her own authority 
which the Creator had invested her with, for the 
government and guidance of man," and then bow 
humbly^ reverentially, and obediently to the Word 
cf God. This is the Intimate province of reason, 
when it comes to the study and examination of 
God's truth. Beyond this, it dare not, it cannot 
pass without sitting in the place of God, and 
exalting itself above all that is called God. When 
God speaks plainly, it is the privilege of reason 
instantly to obey; where He sees proper to 
throw a veil of mystery over some of His revela- 
tions, it is the duty of reason instantly to submit, 
and believe what God has said, because God has 
said it. Mistake not then, reader, the true pro- 
vince of your reasoning faculties when God*s 
Word speaks. He has empowered you to investi- 
gate well and thoroughly the grounds of your 
fedth — at the same time withholding from you all 
authority to exalt your reason as a rule of judgment, 
discarding or retaining doctrines propounded for 
your belief, as they may or may not accord with 
its taste^ or capacity of comprehension. The en- 
lightened reader will be gratified, if we once more 
fortify oar position with the testimony of a divine, 
so spiritual and profound, as Dr. Owen. " To 
say," are his words, . " that a man is not to use 
* ^9 reason in finding out the sense and meaning of 
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the proportions wherein the tmfhs of religion are 
represented unto him, and in judging of their 
truth and falsehood by the rule of them, which is 
the Scripture, is to deny that indeed we are men, 
and to put a reproach upon our mortality, by 
intimating that men do not, cannot, nor ought to 
. do, that which they not only know they do, but 
alsa that they cannot but do. For they do but 
vainly deceive themselves who suppose, or rather 
dream; that they make any determination of what 
is true or false in religion, without the use and 
(exercise of their reason ; it is to say they do it as 
beasts, and not as men ; than which nothing can 
be spoken more to the dishonour of religion, nor 
more effectual to deter men from the entertain* 
ment of it. For our parts we rejoice in this, that 
we dare avow the religion we profess to be highly 
rational, and that the most mysterious articles of 
it are proposed unto our belief on grounds of the 
most unquestionable reason, and such as cannot 
be rejected without a contradiction to the most 
benign dictates of that intellectual nature where- 
with of God we are endued. ' And it is not a few 
trifling instances of some men's abuse of their 
Reason in its prejudiciate exercises about the things 
of God, that shall make us ungrateful to God that 
he hath made us men, or to neglect the laying out 
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of tlie best that lie hatii intrttsled ils ^th by 
nature, in bis service in the work of gtaee.* 

The subject we have thus, btrt imperfectly, ifia* 
cussed, speaks pointecHy and solemnly to those 
who are setting up their reason in opposition to 
God's truth. Reader, are ycm such a one? 
pause, before you advance anoth€ir fftep, ''least 
haply you be found to fight against God ! Dkre 
you reject any single doctrine, or feet of revela* 
tion, because it transcends, in its sublitodty «iki 
mystery, the finite power of your mind?. What 
astounding temerity is this. ! Dare you tiim jokA 
back upon God's truth— and in rejectiiig any 
part of His truth, remember you tura your back 
upon God Himself — dare yon withhold tiie idje* 
dience of your faith, the homage of ycnn-: affeo 
tions, the entire consecration, to His service, df 
your life, because there are parts of Hia Woitd 
which you cannot harmonize, doctrines "whieli 
you cannot comprehend — and operationfl of His 
moral government which accord aot< wttiii your 
rule of judgment, and your views of ei^ity 'and 
of mercy? what FearM presumption is ^Iml 
what are yonP the infant of a day ! and wdl yon 
oppose your puny intellect to the mind of G*od'! 
£ven were the grasp of your inteUect tintt of an 

* Owfu^B Woirk»» vol* xviii. p. 439. 
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mgd, yeti idkeD meafiared with God's, what 
is it ? iflnt too» 9re siU yom: literary and scien- 
tific attauuneoiU-^tlie wisdom of ages^ which you 
may hsve toiled to aeciixqulate ; the treasures 
irith which you hav^ enriched and garnished 
yomr mind ;--<- what is it all, but foolishness with 
€rod ? Yea, moro than this* is npt the very in- 
WDdct God has given you, and which He sus- 
tai]i8> turned into a new weapon of attack against 
Htt troth ? How thfin caa you escape the woe 
]irottOunced i^on him, who " striveth with his 
Maker?'' 

The reader* whose eye traces this page, may be 
kegin^ to know and experience the truth, but to 
tbfr present, baa *' stumbled at the word " through 
a^dfenre to uaoderstand what Godiias not revealed. 
is it so? then tear yourself away from every 
thit^ tbMt would keep you from the][cross of 
Christ. To that cross you must come as a poor, 
igiiomnt, humble siimer. You must stand, as 
stood tilie publioBn ; and you must cry as did he, 
'^God b« mercifol to me a sinner." That de- 
pMired. h/^art of yours must be changed; that 
praud inteUect must be humbled ; that rebellious 
wilL mi»t be ^ubdviedi before you c^n know " the 
Uessedoess <^ the manh whQse transgression i^ 
forgiven, whose sin is covered." Ps. xxxii. 1. 
Listen to the solemn words of the Son of God ; — 
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''Except ye be converted and become as litde 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." Matt. viii. 3. Listen to the word of 
the apostle; "Let no man deceive himself. If 
any man among yon see meth to be wise in this 
world, let him become a fool that he may be wise. 
For the wisdom of this world is fooHshness witii 
God : for it is written. He taketh the wise in his 
own craftiness." 1 Cor. iii* 18, 19. Are you 
longing to know the truth? then come: the 
heart of God bids you come ; every promise of 
His word bids you come ; and taking your place 
low at the feet of Jesus, receive with tibe simpli- 
city, docility, and ingenuousness of a child, the 
precious word of God. O lay aside your cavilling, 
your fialse reasoning, which does but keep y^i} 
back from simply receiving Christ as the SaYJonj:: 
of sinners; and impressed with a deep and 
abasiog sense of your ignorance and viieneasy le^ 
your ardent prayer be, /' That which I know not, 
teach thou me. Lead me in thy truth, and teac^ 
me, for thou art the God of my salvation." Job 
xxxiv. 82. Ps. XXV. 5. The reader is earnestly 
requested, to make this petition his own, and 
breath it at the mercy-seat, before he passes- to 
the next chapter, in which the principles enforced 
in this introduction* are fully carried out, and inn 
'uatty «|^ed. 



CHAFFER 1. 

TBS SPIRITUAL AMP BXPSRJHSlfTAIi CHARAOTBJI 

OF XHB ATONXMTBHT : INSXVLICABLK TO 

THIB UNREGENBBATB MIND. 

THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF THE NEW BIRTH 

1I<I*V8TRA1»D. 

*' The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
G6A, for they are foolishness unto him ; neither e«n h9 
know t^m, because they are spiiitoally discerned." 
I Cor. ii. 14. 

Br no stronger argament does the truth of Gfod 
edtabCsh the Divmity of its origin, than, that to all 
save the regenerate, it is a snblirae mystery. 
Not only the great principles of truth are inexpli* 
cable, but the hidden and transforming operation 
of Aat truth upon the mind, — ^the alarm, the «»- 
trition, the joy, the hope, the varied and often 
conflicting emotions which are its proper resuks, 
all, are perfectly unintelligible. The life of God 
in the soul, the mode of its communication, t&e 
pectiliarity of its actings, and the source <rf it« 
nouriflhmenti are incomprehensible. To such^ an 
unregenerate individual, spiritual tnrth lias rko 

c2 
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attraction. There is neither admiraticm of its 
external form, taste far its intrinsic exoelimce, 
BTrnpathy ^th its holy revelations, nor love for 
its adorable Author. Is this a hard saying? We 
iear not to assert^ that to a mind on whom the 
•renewing inflaence of the Holy Ghost had never 
passed, the great mystery of godliness is invisible. 
** Except a man be born again^ he cannot ^ee the 
kingdom of God*" If we are to understand oor 
Lord, whose words we quote, to mean by " the 
kingdom of God»" (as the same phraseology in 
parallel passages would seem to decide,) not 
strictly the kingdom of glory and purity in which 
Jehovah reigns with an immediate and majestic 
presence, but distinctly and emphatically that 
spiritual empire which Christ came to establish 
among men, then it is as true as the testimony 
of Jesus can make it, that until a man is regene- 
rated« or born from above,— until he is the subject 
of a new spiritual creation, the truth of God he 
oaanpt see* It requires no laboured process of 
reasoning to estabUsh the proposition, so simple 
and self-evident is it*- things that are spiritual 
can only be discerned by a mind that is spiritual. 
For instance^ there is a beautiful and perfect £^- 
metry in the vast structure of God s truth. Eefeh 
doctrine and precept has its proper and appro « 
priate ^ace. Now how is this symmetry to be 
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Been ; — how is this harmonious relation and nice 
adjustment of each part to the whdie, to he a»- 
certEuned hy a mind not only mondly hHnd to the 
tmth, hnt aU whose faculties are warring against 
it ? As well may you potir tones of delicioite 
jUomc on the ears of the deaf, or floods of hriOiant 
light on Ibe eye-hfi£ of the blind, and expect tx> 
awaken corresponding sympathy in the soul, as 
that spiritual truth when brought in contact witb 
a " camid mind/' will produce conviction in fk- 
voor either of its excellence or its beanty. Of the 
law of God, -^ the great asserter a&d defender of 
the holiness of God, it is totally ignorant ; what 
then does it know of sin ? Of smy-^-^the trans- 
gression of that lawi its great aggravation, its 
foora^ turpitude, it is as equally insensible; what 
then d6es it know of sin's wonderous Sacrifice? 
And, being ignorant of Christ, what doesit know 
'<^ God? We refteat the observation then^ m 
order to impress it upon every mind, that the 
mpreme excdience, and perfect harmony which 
permfiKe the entire jsevelation of God, can only 
be discamed by a spiritual eye. And all this 
prooesB, be it known — this heart to love the truth, 
this mind to investigate its nature, tiiis eye to 
trace its proportions and its beauties, is the pro- 
duction of God Himself. 

Expantog this thought yet farther, we would 
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dare amerf , painful as it may be to the minds of 
niaiiy wbose eye may trace this ps^e^ that he 
alone k a traly confinned beHeTer in a diyine re- 
velation, who is a tme experimental belieyer in 
the Atonement of Christ. We are prepared to 
admit that, there are individuals who have dosely 
investigated and aoenrately weighed the external 
and historical evidences in corroboration oi the 
tmth of Christianity I and who, upon the convic- 
tion produced by those evidences, have received it 
as a system from God. And yet tiiere is a 
spedes of evidence, the nature of which they may 
have never examined, and the force of which thev 
may have never felt. The evidence to which we 
allude, is the mMence of eaEperiencCf for in the 
striking language of Gk)d's own truth, *' he that 
batievetfa hath the witness in himself.'' The 
Spirit of God breaking, humbling, healing the 
heart ; taking His own truth and transcribing it 
upon the soul; witnessing, sealing, sanctifying; 
opening the eye of the soul to the holiness of 
Gbd's law, to its own moral g^ailt, poverty, help- 
lessness, and deep need of Christ's blood aiad 
righteousness, thus leading it to rest on Him as 
on * an aU-sufficient Saviour, thus producing 
" righteonsaesB, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft;" — ^this is the truth experienced-^this Is 
the religion of the heart — and all other religion, 
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beaotifiil as may W its tbeoiy, and orthodox as 
may be its creed, is nothing worth! Without 
tlua experience there is no tme bdi^ in God's 
Word. The rerelatiqa of God asks not for a 
faith th^twill mer^ endorse its Divine creden- 
tials. It asks not merely that Boeptioism will lay 
aside ks douht9» and receive it as a Divine verity ; 
it 4isk8» yea it demands, more than this ;— ^it 
di^nands a faith that will AiUy> implicitly» practi- 
cally .receive the momcntons and awful facts it 
an^QI^lG^&l— A fedth t^t brings them home with 
a realizing power to the soal» and identifies 
it with; tibem^ A &ith that believes there is a 
heUa^d seeks- to escape it — a faith that believes 
there is a heaven and strives to enter it. A £uth 
thatfsrefiits the doctrine of man's ruin by nature* 
and ithat welcomes the doctrine of man's recovery), 
by graqe«. In 9, w^rdy a fiiitb that rejeets all 
human depeodcnce» and accepts as. its only grouflgd 
of- ixivige, " the righteousness of Christ, which, is 
unto all, and upon all them that believe*". O 
this is the true faith of the gospd i Have you it 
rf^deri 

.hsii^ us for a moment glapce ^ the diflS^^ent 
rec^tion pf God's truth by a reNWtmri? mind. To 
mf/^ fm individual there is gilory» harssony^ asd 
excellence in spiritual truths Jivery part to hii^. 
is precaous. No portion undervalued. In what- 
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ever form it preseiits itself irhetber doctrioal or 
preceptive -^ividi -whattwer tone it speaks, whether 
it rebukes or comfortsi adrnDoifihai or •cheerSf be 
welcomes it as God's own eternal truth, more 
precious to him Uwn gold, yea, than much fine 
gold. In fais eye, it is a perfect system ; dismem- 
ber it of any one part, and you mar its beanty. It 
is a sovereign panaeea» take out of it any siii^ 
itigredient) and you impair its efficacy. . He must 
have it with no doctrine dissevered, with no pre^ 
eept diluted, with no institution, perverted* . He 
can consent to no compromise. He has bought 
the tnxA, and the truth he cansnot sell; Not 
only does he feel bound to watch it with «: jeakwB 
and vigilant eye, because it is God's own trutht 
but he loves it for its perfect adaptation to bis 
own <oase. It has disdosed to him his sin&Ines^* 
and has revealed to him a " fountain open Sot 
siin." It has led him in his ruin, helfdoaBtos^ 
poverty, and condemnation to the cross, an4 
there introduced him to a Saviour all-8uffi«isnt 
and willing to repair that min» assist that bei|H» 
lessness, enrich that poverty, and remove . .that 
ccmdemnation. Is it any marvel thttt, to siitb an 
individual, God's revealed truth should be pre- 
cious? that ht should guard it vigilantly^ .axi4 
love it ardenHy ? 

This leads t» to revert- to the dose and laqMort^ 
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ant, yet mw^ forgotten connfixioa Yrhkah exi^s 
between a deai'^ i^irltaAl perception of God'a 
truth, and a hofyy humble^ and close walk with 
God. The two can never be separated. A 
^Bstant and Oareless walk not only veik the 
nnndto thct glory of the truths but hardens the 
heart! to the power of the troth* The world in 
1^ hearty gnilt upon the conacience> and unmorti* 
fied sin in the life, have a fearful and certain 
tetidency to petrify the moral sensibilitieB, and 
r^der powerless the sword of the Spirit. Let 
nc^ fliich A professor of Christ wondcar that, ap* 
peAs the most thriHmgi truths the most sd!emn> 
attd'saptives the most persuasive, aU, all are dis- 
armed of their force in^his case. Let him not be 
asiafieditindv'with an enlightened judgment^ and 
a amptnnil oreed> and a apotlesS' orthodoxy# he 
fcftow»i nothing of the holy 8}»ritiial actings of 
Itelifelof God in the soul, and that he does but 
hang a lifeless:^ eaplesa^ withiored branch upon the 
Viaey' veady to be removed at the Husbandman's 
bidding*^ Let him not be astonished that there 
is no elose and £arvid felkywship with the Father 
iknd His dear Son Christ Jesus, •<- that hia prayers 
are' oold and formal, his conTersation vapid and 
vaedifyingt the habitual fraaae of his isind earthly 
and sensual— and that all taste and desune for the 
^leommtmion of saints," and for a spiritaal. 
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seardung miniKtryt should hai^ become extinet 
in his soul— this is no marrel* The greater 
wonder woold be if it were otherwise ;— that if, 
while living in a state of distance from God, the 
or&iances neglected— «nd sin tinmortified« the 
Father and tho Son should yet draw nigh and 
manifest themselves, and so make known that 
secret which peculiarly belongs to those that fisair 
Him. O how awfiil is the state of such a pro- 
lessor ! Does the eye of such an one scan this 
page ? let him be affectionately and earnestly 
entreated to abandon as worthless his notional, 
lifeless religion, humble himself before the Lord 
God, implore His forgiveness, and recover if he 
has lost, or seek if he never possessed, a sense of 
acceptance in Christ and adoption into GodTs 
femily. O might we rouse 3rou to the importaaee 
of this! What consolation and support will be 
derived from a formal profession in the hour of 
death? What will it avail after deaths wheto 
comes the judgpnent? ^*l never knew you," 
will be the withering repulse of the Saviour. Be 
assured, beloved roster, it is an awful event to 
die. To pass onward and upward to the'feaiM 
serutiny, bearing in the hand the empty lamp^ the 
outward garb*^the name, the vesture, all; saie 
the reality of a justified soul. To have outwardly 
'ofessed Christ,-^ what is easier? To %f^k 
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respectfdUj of: Him ; to bow the head at the 
mention of His name ; to have assented to Hit 
doctrineBy and ably and saccesafolly defended His 
iDStitationB^— nothing less difficult. It costs a 
man noting to do dil this* lliere is no cross ui 
itf— and ^phat is a man's religion if he extract 
from it the cross ?'— there is no love to Christ in* 
flnencing, impelling the sonl, and what value are 
all inferior motives ? there is no singleness of eye 
to Grod's glory, and what' if self only be the 
idol which the heart sets up, and b^ore which, it 
boms its daily incense ? But O, to have Christ 
in the heart ! This, this is the truth of God ex- 
perienced. Call you it enthusiasm ? Blessed en- 
thusiasm ! We exult in it, we glory in it. Let 
the ibrmalist* let the man of notional religioQ» let 
thie mere professor call it what he may, deride it 
as be will, we admire the grace, and adore the 
love^ and extol the power which has formed 
** Christ within ns the hope of glory.'* Reader^ 
be «atui6ed» take nothing for granted, short of 
tihis. 

In proportion then to a bdiever's simple, filial, 
aftd close walk with God, will be his deep and 
Sjpiriitual discoveries of truths " If any man. will 
do His will," says Christ, " he shall know of the 
do^brine whether it be of God." The more 
|««adily he walks in God's light» the clearer will 
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he see the fight. The nearer he lives to the Son 
ef Righteoumess, the more entirely will he be 
fkk>ded with its glory« and the moi^ yiTidly will 
he reflect its brightBese. The more amply and 
^tir^ the hdievin^ scud liTes on Chnst, the 
more enlarged, experimentid, and practical will be 
\na ideas of all truth. Thfe central fact of the 
Bible is Christ crudfied. fVom this, aa thetr 
eentre, ail tiie lines of truth diverge, and to this, 
as by a oommon attraction, they all again retani. 
To know Christ then— to know Him as dweffing 
hi the heart by His own Spirit^is t6' haVe 
traversed the great circle of spiritual truth. What 
is His own testimony ? " He that hath seen me» 
hath seen the Father." ' I am the Father*T5 great 
revdation. I have come to make Him known. 
To unveil His attributes, UloBtrate His law, to 
pour forth the ocean fulness of His love, and to 
erect one common platform on wluch may meet 
in holy fellowship, God and the 8inner,-*--the tWo 
extremes of being, learn of me, I ion the way, t3ie 
truth, and the life.' 

Not only will a spiritual perception of ' tlie 
beauty and fitness of the truth be the result of a 
close and filial intercourse with God, but the 
' n^ttrance that God's Word is trttth an4 not fiction, 
will increase. And to be thoroughly established 
"'^ this, is no small attainment. To know that 



CkidA Ward i» trn€j to oheriah so doubt or 
beaitanoy ; tq give Hifafull Ofedit £or all ti^ He 
has aaid^^to ropow by swpie faith upon tlae 
promis^y and' on tbi? faitb£aloe«a of Him. t^t; baa 
promised, is a blamiug earo^dy to be aougbt, 
and wb^a foandn dil^ei>Uy to be kepU A boly 
walk tbcA ¥riU. teud much tp oantoD.tba »oul in 
tbe belief <)if tbe trutb. 

, To quote agaiu tbe atrildag words of the Apoa- 
tl^ ^'.be tbat believetb on tbe Son of God, bath 
.tjbe witness i» binMBelf/' He baa tbe inward 
witneas to tbe trutb. He needs no outward da* 
.loonBtration.. Qe is in poasesfiion of a source of 
evidence to tba truth of God's Word which soepti* 
ciam cannot shake* because it cannot reach it. 
He m,ay u^ b^al^le to d^ne the precise nature 
of his evideQciei'^-his reply to tbe unbdieviag 
objector .is, "it must be felt to be knowU) it must 
be t^mmcei to be understood* This evidence is 
not the result of a laboured process of thought.' . I 
arriTed not at it by mathematical reasoning* I 
was convinced by tbe Eternal Spirit, of sin» fled 
^tSQ Christy ventured my all upon. Him^ and now I 
know of a surety that God's bleaaed word is truth.* 
And not niore completely was bis eopbistry con- 
f^ited^.who attempted to disprove tbe^ dcQtiine of 
inotipp^. by his opponent immediately rising ajad 
waling, than a humble, spiritual, tbougb unletter- 
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ed believer^ may thua put to alence the foolish* 
neas a&d igiUHfance of men. Their sophistry he 
may not be able to detectj their asisertione he may 
not be able to disparov^ yd: by a walk holy and 
.df>ae with God, he may demcHutrate to the unbe«> 
lieving nniverae that Jehovah's word is trqia* 
There is much wisdom in the observation of 
Coleridge, — "Evidence of Christianity I I am 
weary of the word ! Make a man feel the want 
of it; rouse him to the self-knowledge of his 
need of it> and you may safely trust it to its own 
evidence.'* 

The truth, dear reader, you are now invited to 
consider, is, of all truth, the most spiritual and 
important. It is the central fact of the gospel — 
its Sim, its glory; yea its very substance; for, 
take from it the Atonement and what of the 
Gospel remains ? It lies at the very basis of a 
believing sinner's hope. Remove this, and all is 
gone I Seal up the fountain of Christ's precious 
blood, and you seal up the soul to blacknessy 
darkness, and despair ! And yet, in this all im- 
portant light, how few view it, even of the many 
who profess a sacred regard for God's Word. 
The truth of revelation is admitted, and even the 
necessity of the Atonement, as an essential pillar 
of immortal hope, is conceded, and still it is but 
an occasional and transient thought that is con- 



ferred upon a «ubje(;t of the deepest moment and 
transcendent Interest. O that men should treait 
this subject so ! That Jehovah should tabernacle 
in £esh, and in His humiliation pour out His 
preciotts blood as an oflferitig for sin, and thai yet 
we should pass it by with indifference and neglect ; 
— what language is sufficient to describe the affect- 
ing ispectacle ? 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE ATONEMENT IN ITS RELATION TO THE 
GOD- HEAD OF CHRIST. 

THB DIVINE ATTRIBUTES ENTWINED AROtTND THE TEUPTED 
AND TREltfELDf G RELIEVER* 

'' The church of God which He hath purchased with His 
own blood/' Acts xx. 28. 

In entering upon the more immediate discttssion 
of this glorious subject, it seems proper and ap- 
propriate that we should begin with the absolute 
Deity of Christ, The reader wHl at once perceive 
the propriety of this, from a consideration of the 
single fact, that all the value and efficacy of the 
atoning blood, is derived solely and entirely frotn 
the dignity of the person who sheds it. If Christ 
be not i^oktely and truly what the word of God 
declares, and what He Himself professes to lye, 
the true God, then, as it regards the great purpose 
for which His Atonement was made, viz. the satis- 
faction of Divine Justice, in a fall and entire 
sacrifice for sin, it were* utterly valueless. We 
feel the vast and solemn importance of this point. 
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We cannot view it lightly, nor discuss it partially. 
And in readmg disquisitions on the Atonement, 
otherwise able and elaborate, we have been pained 
to find this single point passed by, with so super- 
ficial and casual an allusion. Whereas, it is of 
the deepest moment. It is the key- stone of the 
arch, sustaining and holding together every part 
of the mighty fabric. Our examination of the 
claims of Christ to proper Deity cannot be too 
close. We cannot too rigidly scrutinize the truth 
of His Godhead. Jesus Himself challenges inves- 
tigation. When personally upon earth, carrying 
forward the great work of redemption, on all 
occasions, and by aU means. He announced and 
proved His Deity. Thus was He wont to declare 
it ; — '* I and my Father are one.*' " Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, before Abraham was, I AM." 
" I e£une forth from the Father, and am come into 
the world; again, I leave the world, and go to 
ther Father." Thus was He wont to confirm it: — 
^* I.ha^9 greater witness than that of John ; for 
tb^, works which the Father hath given me to 
fioisbi the Bame works that J do, bear witness of 
me tbat tbe Father hath sent me/' " If I do not 
the wqrjcs of my Father, believe me not. But if I 
do,. though ye believe not me, believe the works; 
that ye ,may .know and believe, that the Father is 
in me, and I in him," Our blessed Lord saw and 
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ftit the importance of a fiall belief in the doctrine 

of Hit Godhead. If the foundation of onr faith 

were not laid deep and broad in this. He weXk 

'knew that no etractdre, however splendid in its 

external form, oonld snrvive the storm that will 

eventually sweep away every lying refuge. And 

what, to the believing soal, is more animating 

dian the foil unwavering conviction of the fact; 

that He who bore our nns in his own body on the 

tree, vras God in our nature. That He who be*' 

came our surety and substitute, was Jjkbotab 

himself; " God manifest in the flesh/' That m 

God, He became incamatc^^as God, he obegred* 

and as God-man, He suffered the penalty* What 

deep views does this fact give of sin! what exalted 

views of sin's Atonement? Pray, dear reader* 

that the blessed and £temal Spirit may build yon 

up in the belief of this truth* It is a tnA on 

which we can live, and on no other c«n we 

die. That Satan should often suggest su^eions 

to the mind respecting the veraeityctf this doeCrine 

we can easily ima^ne* That a dear saint of God 

should at times find his faith wavering ai )ls 

attempts to grasp this wondrous ibct, the " inoar^ 

nate mystery," we marvel not. It b the very basis 

of his hope; is it surprising that Satan diooM 

strive to overturn it ? It is the very sun c^ liie 

Christian system; is it surprising that he shoidd 
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to y«i} it ? Sfdttti'B great cootroveray ia mth 
Christ. Gbri^t came to overthrow bis kkig4oi9» 
aoxlHodidovertbri^wit. Christ came to vanquish 
him. and He triompbed. This signal and total 
defeat Satan will never forget. To regaia his 
kingdom, he caixnot, To recover what he has lost 
hekuQiiro to be impossible. Therefore his shafts 
are levelled agtanst Christ's .members. And tb^ 
ddctrine, ta them most essential and precious,—- 
the doctrine of Christ's. Godhead — is the doctrine 
moat frequently and severely assailed. Let no 
hclievijt sink. i|i despondency under, this severe 
temfit&tioxi. I<et him look afresh to the crossi 
tit^ to the atoniiig blood, and faith in Him» 
Mittoe word stilled.th^ angry waves of the Gallic 
letfti ]ak9« and whose look prostrated to the 
ground the aokUers seat to Hist arrest, will give 
hiia the "vjctpry^ 

■.ItN».o^ design in this chapter to bring before 
the Tead^»'in,a Iknited ccas^paaSy^the ^criptvre tes* 
timoiiy.ta the Peity of our adorable Immanuel, 
and the just inference which is derived in favour 
dL the Divine efficaey of His atoning blood. The 
xtmi^ of this scripture investigation wiU compel us 
to adopt one of two con/Ghi^ons:« — Either that 
Chnat is anin^ostor^.Hia atonement of no value, 
and the worship we have rendered Him, mistaken 
and idolatrQus, or, that He is all that the scriptures 
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dteolave Hiin to be, the sQ|u*eme God ; hia dea& 
:i^icmoiift'**««nd Hebinwetf a. j,ast.Qbj^ of epirit^al 
.'VVoraUp* WhUie, if the ianaer conclueion be tbe 
one fmily dechicible from the Word of God, th^ 
i% will appear that.th&y who reject Ghriat's Dfdtj, 
are oj^MMed to the most stupeadoua and traoiacen^ 
<de9t diaplity which has, or will ever be loade, of 
'the Diviojo wisdom and goodnesi^ and coivse- 
^«ieiit)y> dying in this rejecdon, are doomed to the 
fearful punishment of those who are iamxdfyhti^ 

The supreme Deity of Christ rests for its. proof 
i^^cm the testimony of God's Word. We bripg 
•tiie doetrine to no other teat* Nor shall we i^ 
examining this testimony perplex the pund pf t)ie 
iraader with needless criticisma. It is ap erro^^^s 
•impreseioa which many have imbibed» that the 
'Bcrqptiires cannot be understood withoi|t thQ coi>- 
"Btant application of philological criticism^ to hxv^ 
<to Ughl ttieir de^ and concealed meaning. If thx6 
'Were eo^ then is God's Word lost to more tha|i 
two^^urds of the human race, who have jqo such 
-Icey to its concealed treasures, and consequently 
.1^ very purpose of Revelation must be entij'fdly 
finastrated. The holy men who wrote tjbe acng- 
4ttreb under, the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
were in generiJ, plain and unlettered men. Thef^ 
weve. educated at the Saviour's feet; and there- 
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fore a beantifiil eimplieitf iA crtyle-^a style 
adorned bj the arts ef A e t ori c , and imtAiBiiided 
by the technicalities of the sdioda — ^pemtdes afl 
their writings. We are ftf ^rom trndervalning the 
aid afforded in the inrestigation of revealed tmHi 
by the labours of able and learned biblieists — the 
Church owes them, and will ever owe thein« « 
debt of gratitade. *' I deny not the atilifcy of such 
learning,^ are the sentiinents of a profound acho- 
lar, and eminent dirine, "but I "Wbitt to establiah 
a correct idea of the natnre and extsnt of its 
utility/ as s^om reaehing beyond &e explaining 
of allusions and j^hiraaes of mlfiar importanoe; 
while the great fiEMts and doctrinee^ Hie pi«ceplB 
and the promises of the gospel, are expressed in 
terms thk most plam and tiie least aasociBted wkh 
remote aUusions/** And when we tom our ^ea 
to^irards Germany, and discover a decreoae m 
evangelical piety, of true vital Clnistianity, almoat 
in the same ratio with the advance oi philological 
learning, we are compelled to yield our preferenee 
to the Scriptnral and simple method of iavefltigaft- 
ing nefigious truth, viz. *' Comparing spiritual 
things with spiritdal." Jesus Christ is the trute 
God. If this be Scripturally proved, then the 
inference wfll be indisputable, that His predoas 
bl06d is of priceless Value, and soverdga efficacy. 
H has been usual, in establishing this doctrine. 



36 THK ATONSMmiT 

to refer to the ^rarioiiB modes hy wliich God ha? 
mamfested Himself in Bis owa sacred Word« and 
then to traee the app4ieation of each and aU these 
several partionters both m nature and degree as 
they are attrUmted to the 'Lord Jesus Christ. 'Die 
modes of manifestatian are :-^the mimes which 
ttt^ gifen to Him — ^the attributes whidi are ascribed 
to Himf*^the adioM peci^iar to Himaelf-^the 
relations which he sustains to created beinga«^ 
and the worship which He has demanded from 
His intelligent creatures. Let us then proceed 
^o show how Christ stands forth ioivested with 
«ach and all of these sereral properties o£ Deitjiv 
We begin with the namss yfbich are given to 
God. 

' The idea conveyed to the mind by the names 
Jeliovah, Lord, God, are self-exi8tence-~Qmn%K> 
tence«--^Infinite and absolute pei^aetion; indeed 
they incltide aU the awful attributes which belong 
to the Divine nature. Now then our argomeotis 
this; Jeho&eh is t^ incommunicable name- of tbe 
Eternal) Belf^^^istent God— if it can be i^owa thi^ 
in the Scriptures of truth Christ is caUed Jebovahv 
Lord; God, then Christ is God. 
■ We commence with Numbers, xxi. 5, 6, 7* 
^*The people sptice against J^ovah, and Jehovah 
sent fiery serpents among the people, and th^ 
bit the people^ and much people of Israel died.^ 
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Now compare tins- passage with 1' Cor. x. 9. 
"Neither let ns tempt Christ as some of them 
also tempted, and were destroyed oi serpents." 
To what concluaon do these passages conduct us» 
but to the blessed one, that the Person whom the 
rebettioQS Isradites tempted, who infiicted the 
punishmeiit, and who swore they should not enter 
into His rest, was the Eternal Son of God--^ 
J^ioTah Jesus. 

Again, Isaiah vi. 1—6. '* In the year that 
king Uzziah died I bblw also Jehovah sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple. Above it stood the seraphiins ; each 
one had six wings ; with twain he covered his 
fece, and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did ily : and one cried unto another and 
said; Holy ! Holy ! Holy ! is Jehovah of hosfts ! 
the whole eeetth is full of his glory. And the 
poeta of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried* and the whole house was filled with smoko. 
Theik.said It woe is me, for I am undone, because 
i am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
mid^ of a people of unclean lips : for mine eyes 
have seen the King Jehovah of hosts/' . And in 
tlie eighth verse, " Also I heard the voice of 
Jehovah, saying, whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send roe I 
And he said. Go and tell this people, hear ye 

K 
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indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, 
bat perceive not ; make the heart of this people 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and shnt their 
eyes, lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their hearty and 
convert and be healed." Compare these passages 
with John xii. 39 — 41. ** Therefore they could 
not believe' because that Esaias said again. He 
hath blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, 
that they should not see with their eyes, nor un- 
derstand with their heart and be converted, and I 
should heal them. These things send Ssaiasy when 
he saw His glory and spake of Him** Whose 
glory was it that Esaias saw, and of whom did he 
speak? It was the glory of the only begotten 
Son of God — and of Him he spoke. It was m 
G1.0RT OF Christ as the King Jehovah of hosts— 
TTie Ancient of Days — He that was to come. 
Here, dear reader, might we pause and adore the 
great Jehovah for this glorious revelation of Him* 
self. Blessed Immanuel ! give us, by the teach- 
ings of thy Spirit, clear, close, humbling views of 
thine exalted person. Keep our souls fast anchored 
on this truth, that thou art God in our nature. 

But let us proceed. Regard the declaration 
of the Evangelist John i. 1. " In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.'* What can more clearly 
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and oondusivelj prove the real Deity of oar dear 
Lord than these words of the Holy Ghost ? Not 
merely is it declared that th^ Word was God,«« 
erea this would have heea overwhelmiogly conclu- 
aiire~»but the Word, as distiAguished from the 
FatiiiK, and as ao distinguished, declared to be 
Qod aa absolately as the Father Himself was de^ 
Glared to be God. Another instance in which 
the term God is af^hed to Christ, is found in 
Bom. ix. d, ** Of whom as concerning the fle^ 
Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for everi 
Amen/' Here is a distinct declaration of the 
complex person of our Lord. Touching His 
humamty^ He came from the Jews ; touching his 
Dmty, He is God over all. Can language be 
lofx^ ezj^icit } 1 Tim»iii. 16. " Without contro*' 
▼ei:^, great is the mystery of godliness : God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit; seen 
of. UAgels, preached unto the Gentiles^ believed on 
in the worlds received up into glory." Here 
Ohriat is declared to be the visible Jehovah. God 
embodied in Christ, dear, tangiUe to our appre- 
tienmns. Will not this single passage suffice to 
remove every doubt? We have yet other and 
equally conclusive evidence. Is Jehovah the great 
God? so U Christ i-^TiU U. 13. "Looking for 
that blessed hope^ and the glorious c^ppearing of 
the great God and our Saviour (*' the great God 
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our Saviour.*' marg.) Jesus Christ." Is Jehovali 
the true OodP 90 is Christ;— I John v. 20. 
«< We know that the Son of God is come and hath 
given us an nnderstandtng that we may know 
Him that is true : and we are in Him that is tnie« 
even in His Son Jesos Christ. This is the true 
God, and eternal life." . Is Jehovah the mighiy 
God? so is Christ; — ^lBa..ix. 6. "Unto u» a 
child is horn, unto us a son is given, . and the 
government shall he upon His shoulder :, and Hi^ 
name shall he called Wondeiful, Counselleri The 
Mighty God^ the Everlasting Father,. the Frino^ 
of Peace." What was the declaration of Thomas, 
after his douhts had vanished, and his mind re* 
ceived the fuU conviction of the truth? "My 
Lord and my God!" Again, 2 Peter i. 1. 
" Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to them that have obtained like precious 
faith with us, through the righteousuess of God 
and our Saviour) "God our Saviour," nutrgJ) 
Jesus Christ." 2 Cor. v. 19. "God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself," &c. 
2 Cor. V. 20. ** We are ambassadors for Christ» 
as though God did beseech you by ns : we pray 
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God :" 
— in which passage the interchanging of the names 
God and Christ, proves that the same person is 
-ntitled to both. 



AND THJi munw &¥ IWRIST. 4i 

AgAt let UB eompare the Word of 0od witl^ 
itsdf. lia. Tiii. Id, 14. " Ssactify the Lord of 
hoBto bimselfi end let Him be your fev, 9Dd' let 
Hinft be your dreHd. AndHe flbatt be for a amc^ 
toftry; but lora eteiie ef '»tninbtewg> and for f 
rock of offeno^ to both tbe hodse* ef Islrael*" Th^ 
ttoiie of dtatnbii&g said rook c^ offenee* mar)i» 
k llle Zorif q/" ^9^« Hhiseif. But tkia etooe of 
Btarayiiig and rock of of^eei^ as appears fiirom 
tbd langaage of Pet^r, is no other them Christ* 
1 Peter ii. €« ' '' Wherefore . ako it is c(wtaiuQ4 
iti the Seriptnre, Behold I lay in Zion a oh\ef 
^mefr^ibt^ne^ ^eet, preeiona; aad he that be- 
lieveth'in Hiib shall not be oonfoimded» Unto 
yon, therefore, wldch brieve. He is precioos; bi^it 
unto thetn >wMch be disobedient^ the stone which 
the budders disallowed, the same is made the head 
of the coitier^ and a i^ne of stmnbUng* and ^ 
toek of ^fSeme.*' Who with a mind not ateele4 
Bgahist the truHi, but open to conviction, ca|^ 
doi**tha*, Uie same Being w4io is called Jehovah 
of hosts ill the Old Testamaat, is the Lord Jeaoi 
Christ in the New. Te the proud and unbelJEving 
Jews, He was a stoiie of staml^ing, and rock 
of oflFenee, but to ns who believe. He is precious. 

Further. . Isa* xliv. 6. " Thus saith tte l^rd 
the King of Israel and hia Redeemer the Lord of 
hosts, I am the first, and I am the last, and be* 

B 2 
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•ides me there w no God." Compu'e with Rev. 
xxii. 13. " I (Jesus) am Alpha and Omega* the 
beginniDg and the end, the first and the last." 
These titles are confined to Him alooe, besides 
whom there is no God. Jesus has assumed these 
titles to Himself; the inference* strictly logical, 
hf-^Jeaus is God. We would also direct the 
reader to that remarkable prophecy which was 
fidly accomplished in Christ, recorded by Zech. 
xi. 12. " If ye think good, g^ve me my price; 
and if not forbear : so they weighed for my price 
thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord . said unto 
me, cast it unto the potter, a goodly price that I 
was prized at of them. And I took the thirty 
pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the 
house of the Lord." — ^Who is the speaker in, this 
passage? Jehovah. Who was sold? Jehovah 
JssTTS. At what price ? for thirty pieces of .silver. 
JiCt the reader turn for the exact fdfihnent of this 
prophecy, to Matt, xxvii. 3—10. "Then Judas 
which had betrayed Him, when he saw that he 
was condemned, repented himself, and brought 
again the thirty picees of silver to the chief priest 
and. elders, saying, I have sinned, in that I have 
betrayed the innoeent blood. And they said, what 
is that to us ? see thou to that. And he cast 
down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 
departed and went and hanged himself. And the 
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chief priests took the silver pieces, and said. It is 
not lawfdl for to pot them in the treasury, because 
it is the price of blood. • And they took counsel 
and bought with them the potter^s field, to bury 
strangers in. Wherefore that field was cafied the 
field of blood, tmto this day. Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by Jeremy (or Zechariah*) 
the prophet, saying. And they took this thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of Him that was valued, 
whom they of the children of Israel did value t 
and gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord 
appointed me." The • last proof we quote is lea. 
xlv. 23. " I have sworn by myself, the word is 
gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall 
not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear." Compare this pro- 

« »< The worda here quoted are not found in Jeremiah, 
bat in Zechariah ; and a variety of conjectures have been 
formed in order to reconcile this discrepancy. The most 
probable opinion seems to be, that the name of the prophet 
-was originally omitted by the Evangelist, and that the name 
of Jeremiah if as added by some subsequent copyist. It is 
omitted in the two M.S. S. of the twelfth century, in 
the Syriac, later Persic, two of the Itala, and in some other 
Latin copies ; and what renders it highly probable that 
the original reading was dia ton prophetal, htf the prophet ^ is, 
that Matthew frequently omits the name of the prophet in 
his quotations— See Ch. i. 22 — ii. 5, 16. — xiii. 35. — xxi. 4 — 
This omission is approved of by Bengel, Dr. A. Clarke, and 
Home.** — Bag» Comp, Bib» note. 
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phecy '^th Rom* xiv. 11, the Apostle ai^es that 
all creation ahould do hcmour to ChrSst, " for it is 
written. As I live saitih the Lord, every knee nktSl 
bow to me, and every tongue ahall eonifeaa to 
God." What is the solemn inferenee ? — that tiie 
God who predicates Ihat aH tnen ahiJl give ac* 
comit to Hhn and stand befdre Himi is' the ^me 
referred to in the tenth verse**- *' We shall all «taaid 
before the jad^mfent seat of Christ/'' Thus have 
we shown from tite simple testimony oflB cr i ptare i 
that Christ is without qualification or its^taitiiMii 
Jeho^HEdi, Lord God. We now pfoeeed t6 ishow 
tliat the Lord Jesus, our adofaUe Immaniiel, ia 
represented in God's word as inveiMed "vMl '^'Hie 
attributes which belong to Jehovah: 

Let us commence with His ErtvKAt Ei:t9T-* 
BNCB. If it can be proved from the sacted Scrips 
tures that this belongs to Christ, it must'fbfio# that 
He is God ; for of no other being can it be said 
that He is etemalf hut Jehovah. Examine then 
Coloss. i. 17, 18. " And He is before all things; 
and by Him all things consist. And He is the 
head of the body, the church, who is the begin- 
ning, the first-bom from the dead; that in al 
things he might have the pre-eminenee.'' In this 
striking and beautiful passage, Jesus is declared to 
be before all created things ; could this be true, if 
He Himelf were a created being? Chriat te 
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either created or He is uncreated. He is a 
creature or the Creator. There ia no intermediate 
scale of being. We repeat it. He must be one of 
twOs the creature or the Creator. If a mere 
creature — and the Socinian allows Him. to be no 
more— rthen it were an absurdity to supppse him 
creating all things, for he must have been created 
before He could create, then He could not have 
been before all created things. If too, He were a 
mere creature,— and still let it be remembered the 
Socinian and Arian deny that He .is more-rhow 
could he uphold all things ? For He would need 
an upholding power for Himself. No mere 
creature ever has or ever can sustain itself. The 
angels could not, for they fell. Adam could not, 
for he fell. And Christ could not have sustained 
Kimg^lf ia the solemn hour of Atonement, when 
standing beneath the mighty load of His people's 
sins, had He not been more than creature — the 
uncreated Jehovah. His humanity did indeed 
tremble and shudder and shrink back — but up<. 
borne by his Grodhead, — secretly, invisibly, yet 
effectually sustained by his Deity, He achieved 
a complete triumph, made an end of sin, and 
brought in a new and everlasting righteousness* 
If, too, he were a creature only, how could He 
give spiritual life to the dead, and how could 
He sustain that life when given ? All spiritual 
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life ia from Christ, and all spiritual life is sus- 
tained by Christ. " Christ who is our life,"— 
the life of the soul— the life of pardon, the life 
of justification, the life of sanctification the life 
of an the Christian graces ; the life of all that 
now is, and the life of all that is to come. Glo- 
rious truth this, to the saint of God ! 

Compare Rev. i. 8. " I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty." Isa. xliv. 6. " Thus saith the 
Lord the King of Israel, and His Redeemer the 
Lord of Hosts, I am the first and I am the last, 
and besides me there is no God." We refrain 
from commenting on these passages, so self- 
evident is the truth. Turn to our blessed Lord's 
conference with the Jews, in which He asserts 
His Eternal existence. John viii. d8. "Jesus 
said unto them. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
before Abraham was, I am." Does not Jehova 
apply these very terms to Himself? Exod. iii. 14. 
*' And God said unto Moses, I am that I am." 
How then are we to understand these words? 
Not by the Socinian's gloss, but by the conduct 
of the JewS| ** Then took they up stones to cast 
at Him." They considered Christ guilty of 
blasphemy, in applying to Himself the incommu- 
nicable name and attributes of Jehovah. They 
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perfectly imderstood Him to mean that he was 
God. Had he not heen truly Divine, would He 
have left them under so fearful a delusion ? And 
would he have jeopardized His life> when hy a 
single retraction He could have allayed their rage, 
and averted the danger that threatened Him ? 
What a consoling view do we derive of Christ, 
from this revealed attribute of His nature. Is 
He eternal P then His love to His people is 
eternal ; His love to them being coeval with His 
very being. It is not the love of yesterday or 
of to-day,— it is the love of eternity. Its spring- 
head is His own eternal existence. Is he eternal ? 
then must He be unchangeable too. Hki precious 
love set upon them from all eternity, can never be 
removed. Having given them Himself, Himself 
he win never take away. Blessed thought ! He 
may hlight edrthly hopes; He may break up 
earthly cisterns ; He may wither earthly gourds- 
He may send billow upon billow, breach upon 
breach, but never, never will he take Himself from 
the people of his love. Dear reader, you may 
be conscious of many and great departures. 
This single view of your Father's unchangeable- 
ness, may recall to your recollection backslidinga 
many and aggravated. Forgetfulness, ingrati- 
tude, unkindnesses without number : murmurings, 
rebeDicm, and unbelief. StiU does God, your 
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God, say to yon, • tlioligh tlidu h^st dealt so with 
tne, though thou hast *fbrg6tten me, though thy 
name ife rebellious, yet do f love thee sti3L Re- 
turn unto me, and I 'will return unto you.* What 
a soul-humbKng, heart-meltirtg thought is this! 
Does ytj'ur Father loVe your sins ? Nay — does He 
look ' comfplacently on your wanderings ? Nay ! 
' He ' hates your sins, and He will follow your 
Wanderings with his chastising rod ; but He 
loves your person, beholding you in the Beloved, 
fully and freely accepted in the glorious righ- 
teousness of Jesus, who is the same "yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever." If this truth, d^ar' reader, 
be broken up to your soul by the blessed and 
eternal Spirit, the efiect will be most holy and 
basing. ' The legitimate tendency of all spiiitual 
truth is sanctrfvinsr. Hence our blessed ' Lord 
tJtiEtyed that the truth might be the medium 
•through which His people should be sanctified. 

-Sanctify them through thy truth.** John rvii. 1 7 . 

And for their isakes I sanctify myself, that they 
alsdmfight be sanctified through the truth,** ^^et. 19. 
Aiid^ence- the ajK)s(tle reasons, " Christ also loved 
the' church and gave Himself for it : That He 
might sanctify and'6leanse it with the washing 
of water.% '/^«€' word.** Eph. v. 26. That God's 
truth has* been, and is abused by wicked and 
■'ngodly men, is no argument against the truth. 
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They abuae it t^ their own condemnation. They 
turn it from its r^ht ^d Intimate use. to their 
own loss^ Stil),. ih^ tnitb stands firm in its 
peerlesi^ dignity ai^d jboly tendency ^ .And when 
unfolded to the uudiera^nf|i9g, and }aid upon the 
heart by .tl^ Holy.^irit, ,Qhi;iat'^ pn^yer is an- 
swered, in the prqgres^ive sanctification ,of the «oul. 
Omniprescence is. an attribute of Deity ascribed 
to Christ. We would refer the reader to two 
portiops of Scripture for proof; they both run 
in parallel lines with each other. In Matt, 
xviii. 20, we have this encouraging declaration 
from Christ, '* Where two or three are gathered 
together in my napae, there am. I in the midst 
pf th^J' Cprnpare this with Ezod. zx. 24. 
".In all, places where I record my name, I will 
cofne untp thee and will bless thee." Thus the 
reader will perceive that the identical promise 
which God gave to His ancient church, when He 
- established her in the wilderness, when He gave 
to ^er the law, built for her the tabeniade, and 
instituted for her a sacrifice the Lprd Jesus makes 
of Himself. Consohng thought ! Jesus is with 
,Hi3 saints at eSL times, in all plaoesi and .under all 
.circumstances. He is "Go4^with us." He, is 
wit|i them to comfort them in the hour o{ sorrow* 
to enlighten them in the hour of. djirkn^Ba* to 
guide them in the hour of doubt and perplwty. 
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to deliver them in the thne of conflict, to support 
them in the hour of death. O for faith to 
realize tliis! He was with His three faithful 
servants > in the fiery furnace: He was with 
Daniel in the lion's den ; He was with Jacob in 
his wrestlings at Bethel ; He was witti John in 
his exile at Patmos, Jesus is at all times, in 
all places, and under all circumstances with His 
dear people. Reader, are you a child of sorrow ? 
Perhaps you are a son or a daughter of affliction. 
You may now be passing through the furnace ; — 
you may now be draining adversity^s bitter cup. 
The rod of the covenant may be beavy upon you. 
Friends unkind, the world empty, every thing 
earthly changing, faith weak, corruptions strong, 
and what embitters the cup, and deepens the 
shade, your Father hiding from you his dear 
reconciled face- Is it so? Still is your omni- 
present Jesus with you. Be not cast down. This 
furnace is but to consume the tin and burnish the 
gold, this draught is but to work your inward good. 
These painful dispensations, by which you are 
learning the changeableness of every thing earthly, 
are but to wean you from a poor, unsatisfying 
world, and to draw you near and yet nearer to 
Jesus. Then be of good cheer, for he hath pro- 
xmsed never to leave or forsake you. So that 
you may boldly say, •* the Lord is my hdper."^ 
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Regard the attribute of Omniacieiioe as be- 
longing eaaentially to Cbriet. John ii. 24, 25* 
" But Jeans did not cQp:imit Himaelf unto them, 
because He knew all m^, and needed not that 
any should testify ol man : for He knew wh^ 
was in man." We beseech the reader to regard 
attentivdy the 1 Kings viii. 39, where the same 
attribute^ in almost the same expressions, ia 
ascribed to Jehovah* "For thou, even thou 
only, kuowest the hearts of all the children oi 
men/' Whose prerogative is it to search the 
h^rt? who can £athom this fathomless sea of 
iniquity ? who can follow it in all its serpentine 
win4vigs? who can detect its deep subtilty? 
Who i! "I the Lord search the heart, I try the 
reins," A mere creature— < such as the denier of 
Christ's proper Deity would make Him — cannot 
know the heart. It is a perfection peculiar to 
Cio49 and must in its own natore be incommu- 
nioablej for were it communicable to a creature 
it could not be peculiar to God himself. Were 
it possible we say^ that God should delegate the 
power and prerogative of searching the heart 
and trying the reins of the children pf men to 
a mere created being, then it could with no 
prof)riety be said of Him, that He only searcheth 
the heart. And yet to Jesus does this attribute. 
belong. In the. prophecy of Jeremiah xviii. 10, 



53 THB ATOMSMSNT 

the Lord says, "I Jehovah, waieh the heart 
and try the rems, to give evexy man aocordinfr 
to Hb ways." In Rev. ii. 2Zf Christ says, — and 
he would have it proclaimed throogh the churches 
as the true doctrine of the gospel — ** And all 
the churd:ies ahall know that I am He who 
searcheth the reins and hearts, and I will give 
unto every one of you according unto your 
works." Is not then the evidence of Hia Deity 
most conclusive ? Who can resist it ? From this 
attribute of Christ what blessedness flows to the 
believing soul ? It is at all times a consolation 
to him to remember that Jesus knows and 
searches the heart. His iniquity He sees and 
subdues ; for the promise is, " He will subdue 
our iniquities." Mich. vii. 19. He detects some 
lurking evil, some latent corruption, and before 
it developes itself in the outward departure, the 
overt;.act. He checks and conquers it. ' Cheering 
thought,' may the believer say, ' that all my in- 
bred evil» the hidden corruption of my heart ia 
known to my Saviour God. Lord I would not 
hide it from thee. I would not veil from thine 
eye a single corruption. . I would not conceal 
a thought, but would cry> ** Search me, O Grod, 
and knowj my heart, try me, and know my 
thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.*" 
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,1^. taaoAkM 9% 24. 'Me s^es too, Hh cum gra- 
eUm9 W9t4c'iit tk& saui; The little spiritual Hfb 
^mkI lie Ims lireftdied tfaere-^the little grace l&st 
He has implanted ther^^^^^e Httle (spark of love 
Ihat fie bas kificBed tlieire-^be ftdnt and feeble 
Ip iig i Dgg after I{im-*4he inward dtnrgglix^ witli 
rfn— tiie Irangeriiig «iid tlkh-entkig* for hofiness^' 
Hkie panliiig ftr XHvine oonforiBity'-^all ia known; 
to JtoHB. The Lord Jeana knows and recogniaei^ 
Mb owfi woik. The ootmterfeit. He aoon de^^ 
tects. The outward garb and the' imlramhle^ 
8 {> i ril - ^h fe eatter&al proftesien and the unbroken' 
iMfft^ ^eape not His piercing gkmee. Man nnqi^ 
ie-deeeived, the L<^ Jesus never. We may nc^ 
he ftMe te ^Ksoem between the righteoiis and the 
w i el Bcd *— between nature and grace-^between the 
outward profession and the inward reality, but 
3wa» kncnrs whet is genuine and what is base*— 
what is the work of His own blessed Sj^rit, tod 
whftt is thie mere effect of an enlightened judg- 
ment, and an alarmed consdenoe. Dear reader, 
this is His own solemn declaration of Himself-* 
** I the Lord search the heart.'' Can you open 
flfi your heart to Him? Can you admit Him 
witiiin its most secret places ? Are you willing 
to liate no cotneealments. Are you wiSing that 
He Giiould search and prove it ? O be honest 
wiliiOodf keep nothing bw*— teB Him all Uiat 
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you detect within yon. He loves the full, honest 
disclosure. He delights in this confiding sur- 
render of the whole heart. Are you honest in 
your desires that He might sanctify your hearty 
and suhdue all its iniquity? then confess all. to 
Hizn ; tell Him all. You would not conceal from' 
your physician a single symptom of your disease. 
You woidd not hide any part of the, wound-* but 
you would, if anxious for a complete cure,, disclose 
to him all. Be you as honest with the Great 
Physician-— the Physician of your soul. It is 
true He knows your case — it is true He anti- 
cipates every want, yet He will have, and delights 
in having. His child approach Him with a full 
and honest disclosure. Let David's example en- 
courage you: " I acknowledged my sin unto 
thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid : I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord ; 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." 
Ps. xxxi. 5. And while the heart is thus pouring 
itself out in a. fall and minute confession, let 
the eye of fiaith be fixed on Christ. It is only in 
this posture that ,the soul shall be kept from 
despondency.. Faith must rest itself upon the 
atoning blood. . And O, in this posture, fully 
and freely, beloved reader, may you pour out 
your heart to God! Disclosures you dare not 
make to your tenderest friend, you may midce 
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to Him. Sins you would not confess, corruption 
you would not acknowledge- as existing within 
you, you are privilegfed, thus •• looking unto 
Jesus," to pour into the ear of your Father and 
God. And O, how the heart will become un* 
burthened, and the conscience purified, and peace 
and joy flow into the soul by this opening of 
the heart to God. Try it, dear reader. Let no' 
consciousness of guilt keep you back. Let no 
unbelieving suggestion of Satan, that such con- 
fessions are inappropriate for the ear of God* 
restrain you. Come at once — come noti^-^rufih 
to your Father's feet, and bringing in your hands 
the precious blood of Christ, make a full and free 
disclosure. Thus from the attribute of Christ's 
Omniscience, may a humble believer extract much 
consolation— at all times permitted to appeal to 
it, and say with Peter, ** Lord thou knowest 
all thingis, thou knowest that I love thee.'' 

Omnipotence is declared to belong to Jesus.' 
Compare Ps. xlv. 3. " Gird thy sword upon thy 
^gb, O most mighty." Rev. i. 8. I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith 
the Lord, which is and which was, and which 
18 to come, The Almiohty." Compare Ver» 6> 7, 
of the same Psalm, ** Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever : the sceptre of thy kingdom is 
a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness and 
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hflteit wideodneM ; tbeie&re-Gad % Go4»liat]i. 
aoointed thee with the oil of gjMnftPft above thy 
IcUowV Heb« i. 8^ 9» wheie the iBme woi4i 
are qiuoted aod applied to Cbiial* And lat «a 
glaooe at the antlionftative mawMr mtk which 
He execatea His in^;faty acta of graoe. Marie 
his deportment, Waa there ought that hetmysd 
the coaaciaiianeas of m iiAndr» the aohawoBioo: 
of a dependant>.tbe waakneaB of a nifitfa^ or 
the iiiQ)eEfectioa of a miver ? Did not Iha God 
shine through the man ivith majestic awe» iMhen 
to the Iqpers He said, "I i0i%be thMclotfi.'' 
To the man with the withered haad. "Strefcii 
fnrth thy hand"— To the blind. " remve Jhj 
sight"— To the dead, *'l say unto thef> arJea." 
And to the tumultuona w&vea^ " peaee^ be etSl**' 
Dear reader* are you an eiperimen^ beheyer in 
Jesus? then this Omnipotent Chnst is we4lQd to 
your best interests. He is Omnipoilwt to aA¥e*<** . 
Omnipotent to proteot-^Omnipotent to deliver*— 
Omnipotent to subdue aU youi: iniqaities^ to make 
you humhle» holy and obedimit. AU power residea 
in Him. " It pleased Ihe Father that in Him*'~ 
in Him as the Mediator of His d»rch*-<'all 
fulness shoald dwell." Not a comqptioB. but He 
is omnipotent to subdue it-^not a tempfcatiaa» hot 
He is omnipotent to overcome it-*nQt a foa^ 
"-•t He is oasnilpoteat to cimqu^r it-^not a faar» 
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but He is omnipotent to quell it. " All power," 
is his own consoling' language, "all power is 
g^yen unto me in heayen and in earth." Could 
any mere creature assert this of himself ? Never, 
without the deepest blasphemy, " Cry out and 
shout, O inhabitant of Zion, for great is the 
Holy On6 of Israel in the midst of thee.'* From 
this view of the Divine attributes, let us pass to 
a consideration of the Divine works attributed 
to Christ, and such as no mere creature could 
perform. 

The work of Creation belongs to Him. Col. 
i. 16. 17. *' By Him were all things created that 
are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, 
or principalities or powers, all things were created 
by Him and for Him. And He is before all things 
and by^Him all things consist." If then He be 
the Creator, He must be God. The glory of 
creation is given to Him by the redeemed in 
heaven. "They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying, thou art worthy, O Lord to re« 
ceive glory and honour and power, for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created." Rev. iv. 2. What a thought 
is this — that the great Creator of all things once 
trod, in human form, the world of His own cre- 
ating—for " He was in the world, and the world 
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was made by Him« and the world knew Him not**' 
John i. 10. And so is He the anthor of the 
the new spintaal ereation. He ^»ake and there 
was life, light, and order in the soul, where 
before there was dei^ darkness and derangement* 
Let ns gm Him the ghny of both ereadons, the 
nataral and the spkitaal. 

PaovinBNCB is amotiber Divine verk as tndy 
bdonging to Christ. Hubb He says. Matt. xxvaiL 
18, '^ AH pow^ is given to me in heayen and in 
earth." " He is Lord of afl." Acts x. 36. " Lord 
both of the dead and the living/' Bom. mr. 9w 
" Christ is above all princiiiality and power* 
might and dominion^ and every name that is nam- 
ed, not only in this worldr but also in thalb whicb 
is to come." £ph. i. 30--22. " Upboldlag all 
things by the word of his power." Heb« i. 2* 
" By Him (Christ) all things consist/' Cobi. 17. 
" The Prince of the kings of the eartlu" Hev. i. 
5. Thus is it dear that Jesus is the God of pco* 
videnoe. The gov^DLment of aU worlds. and of 
all creatures, aceordiog to the predicttop of pro* 
pbecy, is upcm hiasboalders, Iq not this tiioiigfat 
faU of rich comfort 4uid consolation to the expe*' 
rienoed believer ? Jesus is the God of providaice. 
All yoar steps, dear reader, if you are His,. are 
ordered and directed by Him ;— 4>y Him who is 
G«d in your natufe-^by Him who loved yoa unto 
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the denlih*— by Hun wbois yoor Elder Brother, 
your iVophet, Brieet, and King. O Low tranquQi* 
zing to ^e eoid in the hour of its deepest sorrow 
and bereavement* to know that it is sheltered in 
the bofiow of those Tcry hands whicb were onee 
pierced fcsr ns. That Christ has blended with 
His mediatorial character. His providential go* 
yermnent — that the Redeemer in^o died to save, 
isthe God who lives to sway the sceptre. It has 
been well remarked, that Providenoe was intended 
to be the handmaid to Grace, but that Grace oi^ 
can unfold the steps of Providence. It is only 
the experimental beMever who can clearly discern 
the movements of an invisible hand in all the 
afiairs and iaddents of fife. He has learned to 
acknoifledge the Lord in aH His ways, and to 
commit to His dii^osal aU His steps. And He 
who thus guides and governs is the Mediator — 
the Christ who* obeyed^ sufiered, and died in our 
behidf. O consoling thought ! Christian reader, 
ponder this! v^at are yoor present circumstances? 
Are you petfecuted for Jesus* sake? Listen to 
His own cheering words,-*-*' Marvel not if the 
world hate you, for ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you.** " In the world ye shall have 
tribvdation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world.*' Are yon in circumstances of wmt? 
yAakt does he say ; " Take no thou^t for your 
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life what ye f hall eat, or what je ahaH driak ; 
Bor yet for yoar body what ye ahafl put on. Is 
not the life more thaa laeat* and the body than 
raiment? Behold the lawk qf the air: lor they 
sow not, neither do they reap* oor gatiier into 
bams; yet your heavenly Fatiber. leedalh them. 
Are ye not mqch better than Ihey/' ** Bat. seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added anto 
yon." Are you perplexed to know the path of 
duty ?— longing to know the way the Lord woald 
have you walk ? — This is his promise : " Call 
upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver." 
" Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in 
Him ; and He shall bring it to pass." " TThe steps 
of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He 
delighteth in his way." Are you sore pressed by 
temptation ? see how the Holy Ghost would lead 
you to the sympathy and tenderness of JesiiB*- 
" He took not on Him the nature of aagek, hut 
He took on Him the seed of Abraham* Where- 
fore in all things it behoved Him to be made like 
unto his brethren, ths^t He might be a mereifiilaad 
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God. 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempt 
ed. He is able to succour them that are tempted*' ' 
'• For we have not an High Priest which oaaaot 
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be totididd ^ith tbe feeling of onr infirmities , but 
was in idl points templed like as we are, yet with- 
out Ma. Let US fbeveforef come boldly nnto the 
throne of graoe, 'that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace td> faelp'ia tkne of need." Are you 
oppressed by preheat c^ anticipated trials ? Hear- 
ken again to his dear voice : " Let not yonr hearts 
be-troobled; ye bdic^e in tSod, believe also in 
me.** John xiv. 1. Whatever maybe the dark 
and gloomy aspect of things around you, yet 
JesBs does all things well — and all things, how- 
ei^sr adiFerse, and apparently severe, yet a// things 
009 working for your present and ultimate good. 

The last Divine work belonging to Christ to 
f^Uch we alkide, is that of Judging thb world. 
Thi% the most sceptical will acknowledge, pecu- 
fiaiiy-belDiigs to God. In Eccl. xii. 14, we read, 
" Godcfaall bring every work into judgment, with 
evBcy aeeret thing, whether it be good or whether 
it be eiii.'*— Now it is most clear, that Christ 
flfadl be the Judge. For so we read—" We must 
aB Btend before the judgment seat of Christ,*'^ 
** He shflJl judge Uie quick and the dead at his 
■ppeanng," &c. " The Father judgeth no man, 
bot hath committed all judgment to the Son." 
John r, 22. Could this office be filled, and this 
poi»«r exet^cised by a mere creature ? — Are not 
OwnipOtence, Omniscience, and Omnipresence 

o 
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indispensably necessary to qnafify the Judge of 
all, for tbe high office ? We have shown that 
Christ is folly inyested with ftH these qualifi- 
cations, — that He is fally qoalified to nt in jii^^ 
ment at his second coining, upon the beinga 
whom He created. The Redeems of men then 
win be the Judge of men. He who once appeared 
in the mild and gentle character of a 8moUmr, will 
then appear in the terrific form of a Jwi/gm* Men 
win not then qaeation his CSodhead — men wOI 
not then dispute his Ddty — ^bnt '* to Him every 
knee shaU bow, and every tongue oonfeas tliat He 
is Lord to the glory of God the Father.** To tlie 
believer in Jesus, what a transporting thought is 
this, — ^that his Saviour shaU be his Judge. That 
in the foce of Him who shatt sit upoa the great 
white throne — before Him gathered for jadgment 
aU nations, he wiU recognizse a Friend— a Brother 
•^a Redeemer — an Advocate. Dear reader, haire 
you an Advocate with the Father ? What is yemr 
foundation in view of that solemn day ? A pro- 
fessor of Christ you may be, but is His blood and 
righteousness at the root of that profesnon ? Are 
you building as a poor empty condemned sinner-*'— 
disclaiming aU merit, aH se]f<«righteousne88, all 
works—upon a crucified Saviour ? What know 
you of the broken heart— of the contrite spirit ? 
What know you of the precious blood of Christ ? 
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O ezfunine yourself, be aifectiioiuttdy entreated, 
for in tbe day when Christ shall judge the 
world in ri^bteouuMss, all mere outward profes- 
«ioii» all notional religion^ will wither away, and 
if yott are found destitute of a better righteousness 
than your own, even the finished righteoosness of 
C hris t ■*■ how appaling will be the consequences ! 

W« hare now arrived at the last source of argu* 
ment in proof of our Lord's absolute Deity •^and 
Hut is^ the Detinx Wobbhip which belongs to 
fiim. We fed tlus to be strong ground. It will 
he wsknowlodged that one end of reyelation was 
to expel from tibe world polythebm and idolatry, 
by teaching that> God, and God only, was to 
reoeive the adoration and worship of men* Now 
if it cam be shown by a referenoe to the simple 
deekiraium of God's Word, that the Lord Jesus 
xfimred and encooraged the adoration and worship 
due only to pn^per Deity, then most triumphantly 
shall we have established this glorious doctrine 
of the gotpeli that Christ is God. The reader will 
hear in mind that solemn command of Jehovah, 
ueoorded in Ikod. zz. 3. "Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me." Let him then turn to 
He1i« i. 6. ''And again, when He bringeth in the 
firat*begatten into the world. He saith. And let all 
the angels of God worship Him." What can he 
BMne concluMve. Here, in ushering into the world 
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His only b^otten Sod, the Fadiercbiiiis for Him 

the adaratioii and worship bdonging exdosivefy 

to Deity. Would He have so contradicted Himself 

— trampled npon his own law, had not Christ been 

co-equal with Himself? Never I Yet further, — 

if Christ h^-been a mere man, why did He not 

check those persons who when He was on earth, 

presented to Him Divine homage ? We find tibat 

Panl and Barnabas refused the worship that was 

offered them as Divine. When Cornelius woidd 

have worshipped Peter, he said, " Stand up, for 

I myself also am a man*" And when John in the 

Apocalypse, mistook a celestial messenger for a 

Divine being, and would have worshipped him, 

the angel immediately abjured the homage, and 

said, " See thou do it not, for I am of thy fellow 

servants the Apostles * * * * worship God." And 

yet Jesus refused not, but rather encouraged 

Divine homage when He tabernacled in the flesh. 

"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,.0 Lord," 

was the exclamation of Peter when he caught a 

sudden glimpse of the Godhead of Jesus, re-> 

minding us of an equivalent expression of the 

prophet Isaiah, '< Then said I^ woe is me, for I am 

undone, for mine eyes have seen the Lord of 

hosts." Isa. vi. 5. And what was the last act of 

the disciples, as they saw the sacred form of their 

Lordi ascending and lessening from their view ? 
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— ift'was^a sutemn act of wordhip— *we read tbat 
"they wonhq^ied fiisi, and returned to Jenistlem 
vitk great joy/' laike xxrr. 52. 

Having foUowed us tbrougli tiliifl xaass of scrip- 
tural evidoice in favcmr of CbristiB prefer Deitj, 
tke reader will now be prepared to pass to thd 
ummiKKtcm whiok'is Mriy dedueible ftom the doc- 
tnne-^-TiB. That tke Atonement of (^mst is 
of mJmUe v&iue and efietiey. Let tbe retoark 
aheadj made, be borne in mmd^ that if Christ 
weae a meve creatiure, if he corned no higher 
dignity 4ban Gabrid^ or one of the IVophets or 
Apost]e«».tliiNi His atonements as it regards the 
satjafaotion of Divine Justioe, tlM honouring of 
the IsMt the pardon of sin, the peace of the 
cooaoieBioe^ and the saLvalian of the sool, would 
possess no intrinaie efficacy whatever. It woald 
be hot the atonement of a finite being, -*»a being 
poaeeseii:^ no superior merit to those in wlioee 
bdialf the atonement was made. We state it 
then broadly and unequivocally, that the entire 
glory, dignity, value, and efficacy of Christ's 
pieeioas hbod which He shed for sin, rests en- 
tirely upon the Deity of His person. If the Dimity 
of Christ sinks, the atonemient of Christ sinka 
with it Ji the one stands, so stands the other. 
How strong are the wcNrdsof Paul, addressed to 
the y^ph^ftMp Elders. "Take heed thivefiwre unHo 
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yoorselves, and to all tbe flook over which the 
Holy Ghost hath made jou oYerseera, to feed 
the church of God which he hath purchased with 
His own blood** Acts xx. 28. How couclasiye.to 
the qaestioQ before as is this testimony! The 
blood that purchased the church was Divine* 
It was indeed the blood of Christ's humanity — for 
His human nature alone ^ould suffer, bleed and 
die-— yet deriving all its glory, value and .efficacy 
from the union of the human with the Divine 
nature. It was the blood of the GoDf-man, Jehovah. 
Jesus. No inferior blood could have sufficed. 
Ihe law which Adam, our federal head, broke, 
before it could release the sinner from its penalty, 
demanded a sacrifice infinitely holy, and infinitely 
great. One equal with the Father— the dignity of 
whose person would impart infinite merit to His 
work, and the infinite merit of whose wcnrk, 
would fuJly sustain its honour and . its purity. 
All this was found in the person of Christ. In 
His complex person He was eminently fitted for 
the mighty work. As God, He obeyed the pre-, 
cepts and maintained the honour of the law ;<^(» 
v/ian. He bore its curse and endured its penalty* 
It was the blending as into one, these two natures * 
-^the bringing together these extremes. of behig,^ 
the finite and the infinite, which shed sudi re*, 
splendent lustre on His atonement, which stamped 
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such worth and efficacy on His bk)od. No sulpject 
discnsaed in these pages claims audi vs^t imporr 
tance as this. I beseech the reader, treat it not 
lightlj. Deem it not a tiseless speculation. It is 
of the deepest momait. If the blood of Chris]: 
possescr not infinite merit, infinite worth, it could 
never be efficacious in washing away the guilt of' 
an, or in removing the dread of condemnation*' 
When you come to die^ this, of all truths^ if you 
are an experimental believer, will be the most pre* 
cixHifi and sustaining. In that solemn hour, when 
the curtain that conceals the future parts, and 
eternity lets down upon the view the full blaze of 
its awful realities,— in that hour, when all false 
dependencies will crumble beneath you, and sin's 
long catalogue passes in review before you — O 
then to know that, the Saviour on whom you de- 
pend is God in your nature-— that the blood in 
whidi you have washed has in it all the efficacy 
and value of Deity, this, this will be the alone 
plank that will buoy up the soul in that awful mo* 
ment, and at that fearful crisis. The author, 
lately saw one die. And his testimony to the 
sustaining power of Christ's Deity in that moment 
was given in these words -'"If Christ was not 
my Creator, what could I do now ?" O precious 
tTttth this, for a poor believing aoul to rest upon J 
We wonder not that "he, ^o has Jesus, is safe 
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even amid the perik of the sea."* We wonder 
not that, fest anchored on this troth, amid cir« 
camstanoea the most appahng, death in view, 
wearing its most terrific aspect, the believer in 
Jesus can survey the scene with oamposnre, and 
quietly yield hifc spiiit mxto ihe hands of Him 
who redeemed it. 

* The Uit words of the Rert G. Cowles, who with his 
wife, was lost in the Steam -packet ''Home/' on Cape 
Hatteras, Not. 9, 1837. 



CHAPTER 111 



THB SPSCIALITr OP THE DESIGN OF THE 

ATONEMENT. 

THE RKTULE PARDON AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE BELIUYINO 

SINNER. 

" In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house 
of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem , for sin and 
nncleanness." Zech* xiii. ]. 

Wb have already, in the leading chapter of this 
work, remarked upon the incompetency of natu- 
ral reason to understand spiritual truth. Neither 
the nature, the harmony, or the end of Divine 
truth can it discern. This incapacity may be 
traced, not to a deficiency of mental endowment, 
or to the extreme abstruseness of revelation ; — for 
the weakest intellect, enlightened and sanctified 
by the Spirit of God, may grasp the profoundest 
doctrine in the great system of theology, so far 
as the revelation of that doctrine extfinds— but, 
to the want of a spiritually renewed mind. This 
ifi the cause, aiid this only. There is the mind. 
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and there is the truth; the one vigorous, the 
other lucid ; and yet there is no sympathy, the 
one with the other. How, on other grounds, 
can it he accounted for ? There is no spiritual 
taste for the inyestigation of God's holy Word. 
The moral tone of the mind harmonizes not 
with its holy and lofty themes. The one is on the 
side of holiness, the other on the side of ski. 
The one asserts the authority and spirituality of 
the law, the other assumes the attitude of hos- 
tility to that law, Where then is the affinity ? 
where the sympathy ? On other subjects it may 
be at home ; here, it is tossed upon an open sea. 
In the investigation of other then^es, it may 
prove itself a giant in power; here, it betrays 
the feebleness of a dwarf. It follows then, as a 
self-evident truth, that the nund must be changed, 
^nd changed by God Himself, before Divine truth 
will either be understood or received. Hence we 
find the Apostle, in behalf of the Ephesian Chris- 
tiau'si thus praying; "That the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christi the Father of glory may give 
imtp you the spirit of wisdom and revelation In 
the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your under- 
standing being enlightened,'' &c. Eph. i. 17, 18. 
Of all fhe doctrines of the Gospel, thus dark 
and inexplicable to an unrenewed mind, is the 
doctrine of Christ's Atonement in its especial and 
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gracious design. This can only be understood 
by a mind awakened to the nature and turpitude 
of sin. As the expiation of sin was the great 
design of Christ's wondrous death, so no indi- 
▼idnaly thus ignorant of sin, however vast his 
mental powers, and however firm his belief in the 
trutb of Divine revelation, can discover and wel- 
come this truth. We speak not, and need we 
again assure the reader, of mere theoretical views 
of truth. O no ! We speak of a higher grade of 
knowledge than this. There is as wide a differ- 
ence as possibly can be, between a reception 6f 
the truth in the judgment, and the reception of 
the truth in the heart. Let no man be deceived. 
To deceive others is awful — but to deceive one-self, 
more awful yet! It is to this natural darkness ; 
this ignorance of sin ; this want of the Spirit*s 
teaching, that we are to attribute all the false and 
erroneous views that men have advanced touching 
the nature and design of Christ's death. It is 
our solemn belief, that all error in theology, espe- 
cially that which undermiUes the Atonement, has 
its rise in the setting aside the law of God. Let 
the law be fully recognized in its Divine authority, 
its inflexible dignity, and its spotless punty ; let 
its condemnatory sentence be felt in the soul — let 
all hope of justification by its obedience be swept 
away, and let the sinner stand forth in the full 
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blaze of its terrois, and then will be seen the ab- 
solute necessity of an Atonement, and precisely 
such an Atonement as the adorable Redeemer 
offered npon the cross. No individaal then, 
taught by the Spirit, who is emphatically desig- 
nated " The Spirit of TVv/ik,*'— made to see the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin as against a holy God 
— emptied of all self-sufficiency — the eye open to 
the inward plagae, and laid prostrate in the dost 
as a poor, broken-hearted sinner — ^no individaal 
thus taught, would ever affirm that Jesus died 
with any other design than that for which He did 
die, viz. to offer to Divine Justice a full and infinite 
satisfaction for sin. This brings uitf to the imme- 
diate discussion of the subject. May we feel, 
that the ground on which we now stand, is holy. 
If there be a subject, the consideration of which 
we should approach with caution, humility and 
prayer, it is this. May our hearts be lifted up to 
God for the teachiugs of His Spirit, whose 
blessed office, in the economy of grace it is to 
glorify Christ, " taking of the things that belong 
to Him, and showing them to the soul." John 
zvi. 14. O f or His holy anointing, while we 
treat of this stupenduous subject ; Christ present' 
ing Himself a sacrifice for sin ! For the purpose 
of presenting the subject clearly before the mind 
of the reader, we shall first adduce those pro- 
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mment portions of 'Qod's Word, which declare 
the end and design of Christ's death to be an 
Aionement/or siA ; it wifl then be appropriate to 
show that, the Atonement of Christ is a full and 
efttire blotting oift of the sins of His people ; this 
win prepare ns to glance at the great covenant 
blessings which an experimental belief of this thith 
conveys into the soul. 

The Word of God, the only rule of faith and 
duty, distinctly and invariably represents the death 
of Jesus as a sacrifice, and the especial and gra- 
cious^ design of that sacrifice, an Atonement for 
sin,' If this is denied, how are we to interpret 
the following remarkable passages :— " He was 
wonhded fbr our transgressions, He was bruised 
for onr iniquities : the chastisement of our peace 
was upon Him, and with His stripes we are 
lifealed." Isa. liii. 5. " The Lord laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all." Ver. 6, " This is my 
Wood of the New Testament which is shed for 
many, for the remission of sins." Matt. xxvi. 28. 
** When we were without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly." Rom. iv. 25. 
" He hath made Him to be sin, (or a sin-offer- 
ing,) for us, who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him." 2 Cor. 
V. ^1 . " In whom we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to 

H 
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the riches of His grace." Eph. i. 7. " For as 
much as ye know, that ye were not redeemed 
with corraptihle things, as silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation received hy tradition from 
your fathers; hat with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot." 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. " For if the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkhng the unclean, sanctifieth to the purify- 
ing of the flesh ; how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the Eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
science from dead works to serve the living God." 
Heb. ix. 13, 14. " Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 1 John 
iv. 10. How perfectly unintelligible these de- 
clarations of God's Word, if we regard them not 
as so many affirmations of the great doctrine in 
question. Let not the reader turn away from 
God*s Word. If he be a disbeliever in- the doc- 
trine of Christ's vicarious sufferings, let him be 
cautious how he tampers with these solemn de- 
clarations. They affirm the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment, or nothing at all. They possess no mean- 
ing if interpreted in any other light. Recur again 
to the amazing expressions : — " Wounded for^ur 
transgressions" ** Bruised for our iniquities" 
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** On Him the iniquity of us all." " Blood shed 
for the remission of sins" '* Died for the im- 
godly:' " Made sin." " Through his blood the 
forgiveness of sins" " Propitiation for our sins.** 
What see we here, but the Atoning blood — the 
full satisfaction — ^the bearing of sin— the surety, 
the substitute ? 

And how shall we account for the sufferings of 
Christy which were intense, and mysterious, if not 
on the ground of their vicarious character ? Those 
sufferings were intense in the extreme. There 
was a severity in them which, if not required by 
Divine Justice, would be perfectly unaccountable. 
Heaven, Earth, and Hell, all were in league 
against Him. Survey His eventful history — 
mark every step which He took from Bethlehem 
to Calvary ; and what do we learn of His 'suffer- 
ings, but that they were of the most extraordinary 
and intense character. His enemies, hke dogs of 
war, were let loose upon Him. His professed fol- 
lowers themselves, stood aghast at the scenes 
through which their Lord was passing — one be- 
traying Him, another denying Him, and all, in 
the hour of His extremity, forsaking Him. Is it 
any wonder that, in the anguish of His soul. His 
suffering humanity should exclaim, ** Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me, yet not my 
will, but thine be done." In that awful moment. 
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all the waves and billows of God's wrath, due to 
the sins of His people, were passing over Him. 
The Father, the last resource of sympathy, veiled 
His face, and withdrew from Him His sensible 
presence, and on the cross, draining the cup of 
sorrow. He fulfilled the prophecy which spake of 
Him — "I have trodden the wine-press alone; 
and of the people there were none with me." Isa. 
Ixiii. 3. 

His sufferings, too, were mysterious. Why a 
holy, harmless Being,— whose whole life had been 
one act of unparalleled benificence, should be 
doomed to persecutions so severe^ to sufferings 
so acute, and to a death so painful and ignomini- 
ous, the denier of the atonement must be embar- 
rassed to account. But the doctrine of a vicarious 
sacrifice explains it all, and presents the only key 
to the mystery. ** He was made sin for us who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the righte- 
ousness of God in Him." 2 Cor- v. 21. " Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us." Gal. iii. 13. All the mys- 
tery now is gone. He was " made sin for us." 
—He was " made a curse for us." He bore the 
sin, and consequently the penalty of sin. Had 
we been left. Christian reader, to bear our sins, 
we must inevitably have borne alone the punish' 
of our sins. But Jesus took upon Him our 
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sins. For this. He became a party in the cove- 
nant of redemption. For this, He assumed our 
nature — For this. He sorrowed in Gethsemane — 
For this, the law of God exacted its utmost claim, 
and for this, the justice of God inflicted the ut- 
most penalty. O what a truth is this ! The Son 
of God offering Himself up a sacrifice for sin ! 
He who knew no sin ; who was holy, harmless 
and undefiled ; not one thought of evil in his 
heart, yet made sin, or a sin-offering I — O the 
bigness of the thought \ If God had not Himself 
declared it, we could not have beheved it, though 
an angel's trump had announced it. God Himself 
must proclaim it ; and because he has so pro- 
claimed it, we believe it. And God alone can 
write it upon the heart. ' O thou blessed and 
adorable Immanuel ! and was this the end and 
design of thy intense and mysterious sufferings ? 
Was it that thou shouldest obey, bear the sin, 
endure the curse, and bow thy head in death, that 
I might go free } Was it in my stead, and in my 
behalf ? O love unexampled ! O grace infinite 
and free ! That God should become incarnate : 
That the Holy One should so take upon Him sin 
as to be dealt with by stem Justice, as though 
He were Himself the sinner : That He should 
drain the cup— give his back to the smiter— en- 

H 2 
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mapeoded iipoD tlie ctosb, and poor out bis last 
dnyp of moet pie cious Uood, and aD this for 
mie — ^for me a reM — for me a warm — for me 
the ekirf of simaert! Be astonished. O heavens ! 
and be amazed, O eartb! Was erer love like 
tbisr 

It win now be appropriate to diow from God's 
Word, that the Atonement of the blessed Re- 
deemer, was a fiM and emihre blotting ont of the 
sins of the believer. Need we say ongbt upon 
the vast importance of this troth ? Need we say, 
how closely it stands connected with the peace, 
the sanctification, and the eternal glory, of the sin- 
ner that hangs on Christ ? Let not the reader 
be satisfied to rest upon the mere snr&ce of the 
truth, that Christ has made an atonement for sin. 
This may be believed, and yet the fall blessedness, 
peace and sanctification of it not enjoyed. And 
why ? Because he enters not fully into the expe- 
rience of the truth. Shall we not say too, because 
his views of sin rest but on the surface of sin's 
exceeding sinfulness ? Deep views of sin, will 
ever result in deep views of the Sacrifice for sin. 
Inadequate knowledge of sin, inadequate know- 
ledge of Christ. Low views of self, high views 
of Christ. Be satisfied then not to rest upon the 
surface of this wondrous truth. May God the 
-^al Spirit now lead us into it. 
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Before we consider tbe completeness of Christ's 
atonement, it may be proper to glance at the basis 
or cause of that completeness. This arises from 
the infinite dignity of his Person. His Godhead 
forms the basis of his perfect work. It guaran- 
tees, so to speak, the glorious result of his atone- 
ment. It was this, that gave perfection to his 
obedience, and virtue to his atonement. It was 
this that made the blood He shed efficacious, in 
the pardon of sin, and the righteousness He 
wrought out complete in the justification of the 
soul. His entire work would have been wanting 
but for his Godhead. No created Saviour — that 
dream of the Socinian — could have given full 
satisfaction to an infinite law, broken by man» 
and calling aloud for vengeance. How could such 
a sacrifice, as we would suppose a created Saviour 
to offer, have " magnified the law, and made it 
honourable ?*' utterly impossible ! A finite being 
had broken it — an infinite Being must repair it. 
An obedience was required, in every respect equal 
in glory and dignity to the law that was violated. 
The rights of the Divine government must be 
maintained — the purity of the Divine nature 
must be guarded — and the honour of the Divine 
law must be vindicated. To accemplish this, God 
himself must become flesh, and to carry this fully 
oat, the incarnate God must die/ O depth of 
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wisdom and of grace ! O love infinite, love rich, 
love free ! Love 

*' Not to be thought on, but with tides of joy, 
Not to be mentioned, bnt with shouts of praise." 

Stamped, as the work of Christ is, with the infi- 
nite glory and dignity of his Godhead, it will now 
he an easy and a delightful task to trace its per- 
fection, as it is seen first, in the entire blotting 
out of all sin, and second, in the complete justi- 
fication of the person* 

The pardon of a heliever's sins, is an entire 
pardon. It is the fdU pardon of all his sins. It 
were no pardon to him if it were not an entire 
pardon. If it were hut a partial hlotting out of 
the thick cloud — if it were hut a partial cancelling 
of the bond — if it were but a forgiveness of some 
sins only, then the Gospel were no glad tidings to 
his soul. The law of God has brought Him in 
guilty of an entire violation. The justice of God 
demands a satisfaction equal to the enormity of 
the sins committed, and of the guilt incurred. 
The Holy Spirit has convinced him of his utter 
helplessness, his entire bankruptcy. What rapture 
would kindle in his bosom at the announcement 
of a partial atonement — of a half Saviour — of a 
part payment of the debt ? Not one throb of 
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joyous sensation would it produce. On the con- 
trary, this very mockery of his woe, would but 
deq>en the anguish of his spirit. But, go to the 
soul, weary and heavy laden with sin — mourning 
over its vileness, its helplessness, and proclaim the 
Gospel. Tell him that the Atonement which Jesus 
offered on Calvary, was a full satisfaction for his 
sins. That all his sins were borne and blotted 
out in that awful moment. That the bond which 
Divine Justice held against the sinner was fully 
cancelled by the obedience and sufferings of 
Christ, and that, appeased and satisfied, God was 
" ready to pardon." How beautiful will be the 
feet that convey to him tidings transporting as 
this ! And are not these statements perfectly 
accordant with the declarations of God's own 
Word? Let us ascertain. What was the Ark 
symbolical of, alluded to by the Apostle, in the 
ninth chapter of his Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which contained the manna, Aaron's rod, and the 
tables of the covenant, over which stood the 
cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy-seat? 
What, but the entire covering of sin ? For, as 
the covering of the Ark did hide the law and 
testimony, so did the Lord Jesus Christ hide the 
sins of his chosen, covenant people ; — not from 
the eve of God's omniscience, but from the eye of 

m 

the law. They stand legally acquitted. So entire 
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was the work of Jesus, so infinite and satisfactory 
his ohedience, the law of God pronounces them 
acquitted— and can never bring them into con- 
demnation. ** There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesos; 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 
Rom. viii. 1 . " Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died," &c How could the 
Apostle, with any truth, have made a declaration 
so astounding, and uttered a challenge so daunt- 
less as this, if the point, we are now endeavour- 
ing to establish, were not strictly as we affirm it 
to be ? 

And does not the phraseology, which the Holy 
Ghost employs in announcing the doctrine of Di- 
vine forgiveness, confirm the statement we have 
made ? "I have blotted out, as a thick doud, 
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: 
return unto me, for I have redeemed thee." Isa. 
xliv. 22. "Where would be the constraining power 
of the motive to " return" to God, but on the 
ground of a full and entire blotting out of all sin ? 
This it is, that subdues, overcomes, and wins back 
God's wandering child. This it is that abases 
the soul — deepens the conviction of its vileness, 
makes the sin of departure, of ingratitude, of 
rebellion, so abhorrent, when, on the broad basis 
of a full and free blotting out of sin, God bids 
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the soul " return :" — ' I have hlotted all thy sins, 
therefore return. Though thou hast gone after 
other lovers — though thou hast departed from 
me — forgotten and forsaken me, yet have I blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, return, 
for I have redeemed thee.* Again, '* In those 
days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity 
of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be 
none ; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not 
be found." Jer. 1. 20. " He will turn again, he 
will have compassion upon us ; he will subdue 
our iniquities ; and thou wilt cast all their sins 
into the depths of the sea." Micah vii. 19. What 
an astounding truth is contained in these two 
passages I In the one, it is declared, that if the 
iniquity of Israel, and the sin of Judah, be sought 
for, they shall not be found. So entire was the 
blotting out, so glorious was the work of Jesus, 
so perfect his obedience, that if the eye of God's 
holy law searches, — and where can it not pene- 
trate?— it cannot discover them. In the other, 
it is declared, that, so fathomless are the depths 
of that sea of Atoning blood, which Christ has 
poured out, that in it are cast, never to be found 
again, all the sins of the believer. So that the 
trembling soul may exclaim, " Thou hast, in love 
to my soul, delivered it from the pit of corruption ; 
for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back." 
Isa. xxxviii. 17. 
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And who can read, withoat deep emotion, these 
affecting announcements by the God of heaven ? 
Gently chiding his wayward, yet beloved people. 
He says, " But thou hast not called upon me, O 
Jacob ; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. 
Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy 
burnt- offering, neither hast thou honoured me 
with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to 
serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with in- 
cense. Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with 
money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of 
thy sacrifices; but thou hast made me to serve 
with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with thine 
iniquities. I, even I, am He that blotteth ont thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins." Isa. xliii. 22—25. "I will 
cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they 
have sinned against me, and I will pardon all their 
iniquities whereby they have sinned, and whereby 
they have transgressed against me," Jer. xxxiii. 8. 
** Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits ; Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 
who healeth all thy diseases. For as the heaven 
is high above the earth, so great is his mercy to-' 
ward them that fear Him. As far as the east is 
from the' west, so far hath he removed our trans- 
gressions from us." Psal. ciii. 2, 3, 11, 12. Look 
up, ye saints of God, who are disconsolate through 
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fear of condemnation. See all your sins charged 
to the account of your mighty Surety. Yea, see 
them all laid upon Him as your Substitute. See 
Him bearing them away— sinking them in the 
ocean of his blood — casting them behind his back. 
Look up and rejoice ! Let not the indwelling of 
sin, the remains of corruption, cause you to over- 
look this amazing truth, — the entire blotting out of 
all your sins, through the atoning blood of your 
adorable Immanuel. It is truths and it is your 
privilege to live in the holy enjoyment of it. Fully 
received into the heart, by the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, its tendency will be of the most holy, 
sanctifying, abasing character. It will weaken 
the power of sin— it will draw up the heart in 
pantings for Divine conformity — it will deaden 
the influence of the objects of sense — expel the 
love of the world and of .self — impart tenderness 
to the conscience, and cause the soul to go 
softly, — " Walking worthy of the Lord, unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God." Col. i. 10. 

Before we pass to an experimental view of 
the kindred, though distinct doctrine of justifi- 
cation, we would beg the Christian reader's se- 
rious attention to a subject of the greatest impor- 
tance^ and yet one much overlooked,— we allude 
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to the intimate ctmnectum betwxeu a dmhf habit 
of confession of sin^ and the a^pplicatiom of the 
Atoning blood to the conscience. This is a point 
of deep moment — and for the want of dear and 
scriptural views of it— or from not having se- 
riously considered it at all, the heliever in Christ 
walks for days, and it may he, months, without 
the hlood upon the conscience. The sympathy 
hetween the souVs deep and humhle confession 
of sin and the sense of the hlotting out of that 
sin) is great. God has so ordained it. In turn- 
ing to the Book of Leviticus xvi. % We find 
a heautiful and striking illustration of this im- 
portant point. Thus we read : — " And Aaron 
shall lay hoth his hands upon the head of the live 
goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Israel, and all their trangressions in 
all their sins, putting them upon the head of the 
the goat, and shall send them away hy the hand of 
a fit man into the wilderness/* Here was the 
confession of sin and the pardon of sin, closely 
and heautifuUy hlended. The one would have 
heen useless if separated from the other. There 
could he^ no pardon without confession, and the 
mere confession, without the hearing away of sin, 
would have availed nothing in averting God's 
holy displeasure. 

In the first Epistle of John, this Apostle thus 
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writes— Ver. 8, 9. — *' If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins. He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness." Observe the close relation 
in this passage; — If we confess our sins. He is 
faithful and just to forgive ul our sins." Let 
ns unfold some of the evils that result from a 
neglect of this duty, and some of the blessings 
that result from its observance. 

Sin unconfessed, tends to remove that holy fa^ 
miliarity which ought always to subsist between 
God and the believer. This communion is of the 
tenderest kind. The intercourse between a called, 
pardoned, and adopted child, and its heavenly 
Father, is more close and endearing than even 
that between a mother and her first-born child. 
Standing in the righteousness of the adorable 
Immanud, the Father opens, without reservation, 
all his heart— pours down the ocean fulness of his 
love — communes by the inward Voice of the in- 
dwelling Spirit— and draws up the affections to 
Himself. Who can fully enter into that amazing 
expression of the Apostle's, " Beloved of God?" 
On God's part too, how precious is his own work 
in the soul of his child. That lowly view of 
self, — ^that contrite sigh— that broken heart — 
that faint and feeble longing for Christ— that hun- 
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gering and thinting for rig to eo iiH iess — dnt po- 
verty of Spirit — those broken accents of pnjer— 
that feeble lisping of a chOd, "Abba, Father!" 
O how unutterably dear is it all Id the heart of 
God ! But let the spiritual reader imagine how 
much of this holy interconrEe is destroyed, and 
thin confidence weakened, by the remains of guilt 
upon the conscience, through the megitd of a fuU 
and free confession of sin, A sense of guilt upon 
the conscience invariably occasions distant views 
of Godf The moment Adam became consdous 
b{ having sinned, he hid himself from God's eye. 
He sought concealment from the endearing pre- 
sence of Him, who had been wont to walk in the 
cool of evening through the bowers of paradise, 
in swef t and confiding communion. It is so now. 
Guilt upon the conscience, sin unconfessed, imparts 
mitity, gloomy, distorted views of God. We lose 
that clear endearing view of his character, which 
we once had. We dare not look up with holy, 
humble boldness. We misinterpret his dealings 
•-think harshly of his ways— and if providences 
are dark, and afHictions come, in a moment we 
exclaim ; ' I have sinned, and God is angry.' 
And so we seek concealment from God. We 
sink the Father in the judge, and the child in the 
slave. 

Another evil that results from sin unconfessed 
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is, the hardening tendency it produces upon the 
conscience. To a cliild of God who has felt and 
mourned over the power of sin, we need not stay 
to prove, how hardening is the tendency of sin. 
How it emsts the heart with a caUoosness which 
DO human power can soften; and which often 
requires heavy affliction to remove. Where a 
child of God then, neglects the habit of a daily 
confession of sin, by slow and almost impercep- 
tible degrees, the conscience loses its tenderness, 
and becomes, by this gradual process, so har- 
dened, as at length to think nothing of a sin 
which at one period would have filled the soul 
with horror and remorse. 

One more evil we may mention, and that is, 
that a neglect of this most important duty, causes 
a fearful forgetfulness of sin, without the sweet 
sense of its forgiveness. The believer loses sight 
of his sin, not because he knows it to be par- 
doned, afresh blotted out> but from a mere carnal 
forgetfulness of the sin. The child of God on 
whose conscience the atoning blood has been 
afresh sprinkled, cannot soon forget his sin. O 
no ! Freed from a sense of its condemnation, 
delivered from its guilt, and looking up to the 
unclouded face of a reconciled God, yet he re- 
members how far he could depart from the God 
that so loved him, and so readily and freely 

I 2 
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forgare him. The very pardon of his sin Btamps 
it upon his memory. He thinks of it, only to 
admire the love, and adore the grace, and extol 
the blood that blotted it out — and thus he is 
led to go softly all his days. "My soul bath 
them still in remembrance, and is humbled in 
me." Lam. iii. 20. But the believer who ne- 
glects the duty and the privilege of confession, 
loses the remembrance of his sin, until brought 
under the rod of the covenant ; — ^then some deep 
and heavy chastisement recalls it to his memory, 
and fills him with shame, humiliation, and confes- 
sion. In this state, the Eternal Spirit comes into 
the soul with his restoring mercies, leads the 
abased and humbled believer afresh to the " foun- 
tain opened" — God — the God of all comfort, 
speaks in language of comfort and says, " I will 
establish my covenant with thee ; and thou shalt 
know that I am the Lord: That thou mayest 
remember, and be confounded, and never open 
thy mouth any more because of thy shame, 
when I am pacified towards thee, for all that 
thou hast done, saith the Lord God." Ezek. zvi. 
62, 63. 

The blessings that result from a strict obseT'^ 
vance of daily confession of sin, are rich and 
varied* We would present them as in one groap. 
^he conscience retains its tender susceptibility of 
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guilt. Just as a breath will tarnish a mirror 
highly polished, so will the slightest aberration 
of the heart from God — the smallest sin, leave 
its impression upon a conscience in the habit 
of a daily unburthening itself in confession, and 
of a daily washing in the fountain. Going thus 
to God, and acknowledging iniquity over the 
head of Immanuel — pleading the atoning blood — 
the conscience retains its tenderness — its sensa- 
tiveness, and sin, all sin, is viewed as that which 
Grod hates, and the soul abhors. 

This habit too, keeps, so to speak, a clear ac- 
count between God and the believer. Sins daily 
and hourly committed are not forgotten — they 
fade not from the mind, and therefore they need 
not the correcting rod to recall them to re- 
membrance. For let us not forget, God will 
eventually bring our sin to remembrance. " He 
will call to remembrance the iniquity." Ezek. 
xxi. 23. David had forgotten his sin against 
God, and his treacherous conduct to Uriah, until 
God sent the prophet Nathan to bring his ini- 
quity to remembrance. A daily confession then 
of sin, a daily washing in the fountain, will 
preserve the believer from many and perhaps 
deep afflictions. This was David's testimony — 
"I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will con- 
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my traDgresnoiis unto the Lord, and thou fw" 
gaoest the iniquity of my sin." Ps. xzxii. 5. 

See, then, the dose connexion between an 
honest and minate confession of sin, and the 
application of the precious blood of Christ. Let 
the chOd of God be encouraged to take all his 
sins to his heavenly Father. Have you sinned ? 
Have you taken a single step in departure firom 
God? Is there the slightest consciousness of 
guilt ? go at once to the throne of grace — stay 
not till you find some secret place for confes- 
sion — stay not till you are alone, lift up your 
heart at once to God, and confess your sin with 
the hand of faith upon the great atoning Sacrifice. 
Open all your heart to Him. Be not afraid of 
a full and honest confession. Shrink not from 
unfolding its most secret recesses — lay all bare 
before his eye. Do you think He will turn from 
the exposure ? Do you think He will dose his 
ear against your breathings. O no! Listen to 
his own encouraging, persuasive declarations — 
" Go and proclaim these words toward the north, 
and say. Return thou blacksliding Israel, saith 
the Lord; and I will not cause mine anger to 
fall upon you : for I am merciful, saith the Lord, 
and I will not keep anger for ever. Only acknow' 
ledge thine iniquity^ that thou hast transgressed 
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against the Lord thy God." Jer. iii. 12, 13. *' O 
Israel, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou 
hast fallen hy thine iniquity. Take with you 
words, and turn to the Lord; say unto Him, 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously." 
Hos. xiv. 1, 2. — " I will heal their backsliding, 
I will love them freely ; for mine anger is turned 
away frtmi him." Ver. 4. O what words are 
these! Does the eye of a poor backslider fall 
on this page? And as he now reads of God's 
readiness to pardon — of God's willingness to re- 
ceive back the repenting prodigal, of his yearning 
after his wandering child, feels his heart melted — 
his soul subdued, and struck with that amazing 
declaration, "Only acknowledge thine iniquity," 
would dare creep down at his feet, and weep, 
and mourn, and confess. O is there one such 
now reading this page } then return, my brother, 
return ! God, — the God against whom you have 
sinned, says, ** return." Thy Father, — the Father 
from whom you have wandered, is looking out 
for the first return of your soul, for the first 
kindlings of godly sorrow, for the first confession 
of sin. Return, my brother, return! God has 
not turned his back upon you, though you have 
turned your back upon Him. God has not 
forgotten to be gracious, though you have for- 
gotten to be faithful. "I remember thee,"— is 
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his own touching language, — " the kindness of 
thy youth, the love of thine espousals." Jer. ii. 
2. O! then, come back, this moment, come 
back; the fountain is still open — Jesus is stil^ 
the same — the blessed and Eternal Spirit, loving 
and faithful as ever — God ready to pardon — take 
up then the language of the prodigal and say, 
** I will arise and go to my Father, and will 
say unto Him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and in thy sight, and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy son.*' ** If we confess our 
sinsy He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.*' 

We now proceed to show how full and entire 
is the justification of a believer. This will not 
require much amplification — seeing that, if the 
pardon of a believing sinner is a fuU and entire 
forgiveness, it follows that, so must be his jus^* 
tification. They both result from the same glo- 
rious cause— the perfection of our adorable Lord's 
obedience. 

Let us briefly enquire what we are to under- 
stand by the righteousness of Christ, imputed to 
a believer, and thus constituting the sole ground 
of his acceptance. It is not our intention to 
view the subject metaphysically, but in the dear 
light of God's own Word. We deprecate the 
introduction of a metaphysical and scholastic 
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mode of reasoning in the exhibition of Divine 
truth. God's word does not require it. It is 
qaite unnecessary in the investigation of the mind 
of the Spirit. The evils too, resulting from it, 
are many and dangerous. Gods Word is ob« 
scared, mystified, and often its simple meaning> 
fearfully perverted. The mind, in search of the 
truth, not being able to follow a metaphysical 
argument, or to comprehend the meaning of a 
scholastic term, becomes perplexed, embarrassed 
and discouraged, and at length gives up the in-> 
vestigation. May it not be a subject of impor- 
tant enquiry how far the pulpit and the press, 
in their efforts to diffuse evangelical knowledge, 
may be chargeable with the adoption of a mode 
of discussing religious truth, far removed from 
the beautiful simplicity of the Gospel, and tending 
to mar its beauty, pervert its meaning, and im- 
part to the learner crude and misty views of 
Divine truth? Confident are we, that that mi- 
nistry would come clothed with most unction, 
and that treatise would be read with more bles- 
sing, and that believer would walk more in peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost, where God's Word 
was most honoured, most prayerfully studied, and 
most studiously followed. This Book tells best 
and simplest, its own wondrous story. But to 
return from this digression. 
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We mean by justificatioD, or rather, we would 
say, the Word of God, means by Gospel justifi- 
cation, the imputation of Christ's infinite and 
finished righteousness to a repenting, believing 
sinner. The making over of his perfect obe- 
dience in behalf of his church, to him that be- 
lieves. Christ obeyed not for Himself, but for 
his church. It is an absurdity to suppose that 
He obeyed the law for Himself. The law of 
God demanded no personal obedience from Christ ; 
for He was perfectly holy — had never sinned, 
had never broken the law. And to suppose the 
law exacting obedience, and holding out its 
threats to a Being who was immaculately holy, 
and therefore had never incurred its penalty, is, 
to take a most obscure and defective view of 
truth. True, Christ was made under the law, 
but it was " to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons'." 
Gal. iv. 4, 5. If He was obligated to do ought 
for Himself, as under the personal curse of the law, 
then He became incarnate for Himself, obeyed for 
Himself, endured the curse for Himself, suffered 
for Himself, died and rose again for Himself 

As made under the law, true, He was bound 
to obey, in its every iota, that law, but it was 
for the people for whom He had entered into 
a covenant engagement with the Father. In 
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their behalf He kept the law ^ for it was not 
possible that He could Himself break it — Satan 
came, tried, and tempted Him, and found nothing 
in Him, John xiv. 30. In their behalf He en- 
dured the curse, and suffered the penalty. And 
on the ground of his obedience, — his obedience, 
or righteousness imputed to them, in the same 
manner in which their sins were imputed to Him, 
—they stand before God, the holy, the heart- 
searching God, fully and freely " justified from 
all things." '* For He hath made Him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin " (there is the imputation of 
our sins to Him) " that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him*' — (there is the 
imputation of his righteousness to us) 2 Cor. v. 21 . 
" For such an high priest became us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens ; who needeth not 
daily as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, 
first for his own sins, and then for the people^s : 
for this He did once when He offered up Himself." 
Heb. vii. 26, 27. With this explanation of the 
doctrine, let us proceed to unfold it. 

The righteousness wrought out by the incar- 
nation, obedience, sufferings, and death of Christ, 
is a most glorious righteousness. It took in the • 
whole law of God. It did not soften down, or 
ask for a compromise of its claims. It took *he 
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law in its utmost strictness and honoured it. It 
gave all the law demanded, all it could de- 
mand. And what stamped this righteousness 
with a glory so great ? what enahled the Redeem- 
er to offer an obedience so perfect? what, but 
that He was God in our nature I The Law-giver 
became the Law-fblfiller. The God became the 
Substitute — the Judge became the Surety. Be- 
hold then, the justification of a believing onner ! 
He stands accepted in the righteousness of Christ 
with full and entire acceptance. What says the 
Holy Ghost ? " In the Lord shall all the seed of 
Israel be justified, and shall glory." Is. zIt. 25. 
" And by Him, (the Lord Jesus,) all that beheve 
are justified from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses," Acts xiii. 
39. " Accepted in the Beloved," Ephes. i. 6. 
" And ye are complete in Him, which is the 
head of all principality and power." Col. ii. 10. 
" Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for 
it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the Word, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious church, not hav- 
ing a spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish." Eph. 
v. 25—27. " He hath made Him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made 
♦he righteousness of God in Him." 2 Cor. v. 
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21. Mark the expression, "made the righteou" 
new of God / " So called because the righteous- 
ness which Christ wrought out, was a Divine 
righteousness, — not the righteousness of a created 
being,— of an angel, or of a superior prophet, 
else it were blasphemy to call it " the righ- 
teousness of God." O no I the righteousness 
in which you stand, if you are ** accepted in the 
Beloved," is a more costly and glorious righte- 
ousness than Adam's, or the highest angel in 
glory : It is " the righteousness of God. The 
righteousness of the God- man,— possessing all 
the infinite merit, and glory, and perfection of 
Deify. And what seems still more incredible, 
the believer is made the righteousness of God in 
Christ. Made that righteousness, so that, be- , 
holding him in Christ, the Father can *' rest in 
his love, and rejoice over him with singing." 
Zech. iii. 17. Is it not then, we ask, a perfect, a 
wtnplete justification ? what can be more so ? Do 
not the passages, we have quoted, prove it ? 
Can any other meaning be given to them, with- 
out divesting them of their beauty and obvious 
sense? Would it not be to turn from God's 
word, to dishonour and grieve the Spirit, 
^nd to rob the believer of a most influential mo- 
tive to holiness, were we to take a less expanded 
view of this subject than that which we have 
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taken ? Most assuredly it would. Then let the 
ChVistian reader welcome this truth. If it is 
God's truth, — and we humbly believe we have 
proved it to be so, — it is not less his privilege 
than his duty to receive it. 

What consideration shall we urge upon him 
wherefore he should welcome it ? Shall we say his 
sanctification is intimately connected with it ? and 
what an argument should this be with a child of 
God ! To be holy — to be like Cjod — ^to be con- 
formed entirely to the will and image of Christ — 
To have the temper^ the taste, the principles, the 
daily walk — all like our blessed Immanuel, who is 
" The chief among ten thousand, the altogether 
lovely." O ! can a believer aspire to a more lofty 
aim? And this righteousness, — this infinite, 
this Divine, this finished righteousness, received 
in the heart by the power of God the Holy 
Ghost, broken up to the soul, lived upon daily, 
will promote all this. "In thy righteousness 
shall they be exalted.*' Ps. Ixxxix. 16. The 
righteousness of Christ has a most exalting ten- 
dency. It exalts a believer's view of God, of 
his character and perfections. It exalts his view 
of Jesus, his person, work, and love. It exalts 
the believer himself. It takes him out of him- 
self, above and beyond himself. It exalts his 
Tirincip]e8, his practice, his affections, and con- 
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forms him to Christ. Shall we say his happiness 
is intimately connected with it ? And where is 
the believer that does not desire to walk happily 
with God ? This is the attainment, the world 
are eagerly in search of; but the believer in 
Christ is its only possessor. He has found it, and 
found it in Jesus. He has found it in a renunci- 
ation of self •righteousness, and in a humble 
reception of Christ. And there is no happiness, 
worthy of the name, that is sought and found 
out of Jesus. What true happiness can the heart 
feel while it is unrenewed, its sins unpardoned, 
the soul unjustified, and therefore under con- 
demnation, and exposed to the wrath of a holy 
and just God ? O dream not of happiness, read- 
er, until you have gone as a repenting sinner to 
the cross of Christ. Until the atoning blood 
has been applied to your conscience, and the 
Spirit bears his witness to your adoption. 

If this, and this only, is the source of all true 
happiness, then the more constantly and closely 
the believer realizes his full and complete accep- 
tance in the Beloved, the greater must his 
happiness be. You may be a son or a daughter 
of affliction. In this furnace you may be chosen. 
Is. xlviii. 10, and through this furnace — it may 
be the Lord's holy will you should .pass all your 
days. You may be a child of poverty, possess- 

K 2 
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ing but little of this world's comforts, londyi 
neglect^, despised, yet, O look up! You are 
precious in Goo's sight, — dear to Him as the 
apple of His eye — His heart yearns over yon 
with more than a Mother's exquisite fondness for 
her child, because He has loved you with an ever- 
lasting love, and to the praise of the glory of bis 
grace, has accepted you in the Beloved. Eph. i. 
6. Realize this, and though rough and thorny 
may be your path, and fiery the furnace, and deep 
your poverty, and lonely your situation, you shall 
experience a peace, and a happiness, to which the 
world around you is an utter stranger. 

Shall we say, the holy infiuence which a believer 
is called to exert around him, will be greatly aug- 
mented, and powerfuUy felt, by an abiding red- 
ization of his full and entire acceptance in Christ ? 
The child of God is " The salt of the earth"— 
" The light of the world." He is surrounded by 
moral putrefaction, and darkness. By his holy, 
consistent example ^ he is to exert a counteract- 
ing influence. He is to be purity where there is 
corruption, he is to be light where there is dark- 
ness. And if his walk is consistent, if his life is 
holy, his example tells, and tells powerfully, upon 
an ungodly world. Saints of God catch as it 
were, the contagion of his sanctity. The world- 

- acknowledges the reality of the gospel he 
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professes, and the bold sceptic falls back abashed, 
and feels, '* how awfal goodness is." What then 
will so elevate his own piety, and increase the 
power of his influence — as a realization of his 
justification by Christ ? O how this commends 
the religion of Jesus ! We will suppose a chris- 
tian parent surrounded by a large circle of uncon- 
verted children. They look to him as to a living 
Gospel. They look to him for an exemplifi- 
cation of the truth he believes. They expect 
to see its influence upon his principles, his tem- 
per, his afl^ections, his whole conduct. What 
then must be their impression of the gospel, if 
they behold their parent always indulging in 
doubts as to his acceptance, yielding to unbeliev- 
ing fears as to his calling? — Instead of walking 
in the full assurance of faith, saying with the 
Apostle, " I know whom I have believed." 2 Tim. 
i. 12. Instead of walking in the holy liberty, 
peace and comfort of acceptance^ there is naught 
bat distrust, dread, and tormenting fear. How 
many a child has borne this testimony — " The 
doubts and fears of my parent, have been my great 
stumbling-block." O then, for the sake of those 
around you — for the sake of your children, your 
connections, your friends, your domestics, realize 
your full, free and entire acceptance in Christ. 
Is it anv marvel then — reviewing our ground— 
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people, God employs in his Word; language like 
this:— "Thou art all fair, my love; there is no 
spot in thee/* Cant. iv. 7. " He hath not be- 
held iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen per- 
verseness in Israel." Numb, xxiii. 21. Cany 
out this thought. Had there been no iniquity in 
Jacob ? had there been no perverseness in Israel ? 
Read their histories, and what do they develope 
but iniquity and perverseness of the most aggra- 
vated kind ? And yet, that, God should say. He 
saw no iniquity in Jacob, and no perverseness In 
Israel, what does it set forth, but the glorious 
work of the adorable Immanuel, — the glory, the 
fitness, the perfection of that righteousness, in 
which they stand ** without spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing." Eph. v. 27. In themselves 
vile and worthless — sinful and perverse, — deeply 
conscious before God> of possessing not a claim 
upon his regard, but worthy only of his just dis- 
pleasure, yet counted righteous in the righteous- 
ness of another, fully and freely justified by 
Christ. Is this doctrine startling to some ? Is it 
considered too great a truth to be received by 
others ? Any other gospel than this, we solemnly 
affirm, will never save the soul ! The obedience, 
sufferings, and death of the God-man, made over 
to the repenting believing sinner, by an act of 
free and sovereign grace, is the only plank on 
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free and sovereign grace, is the only plank on 
whicli the soul can safely rest. Let it attempt 
the passage across the cold river of death on any 
other, and it is gone ! On this it may holdly 
venture, and on this it shall be safely and trium- 
phantly carried into the quiet and peaceful haven 
of future and eternal blessedness. We acknow- 
ledge the magnitude of this doctrine. Yet is it 
not to be rejected because of its greatness. It 
may be profound, almost too deeply so, for an 
angel's mind. — The cherubim may veil their faces, 
overpowered with its glory, while yet with eager 
longings, they desire to look into it — Still may the 
weakest saint of God receive it, live upon it, walk 
in it. It is " a deep river, through which an ele- 
phant might swim, and which a lamb might ford." 
Nor let any individual slight it, because worldly 
men have held it in unrighteousness. To the heart 
of a child of God it should not be the less precious 
because of this. The abuse of any single truth i^ 
no argument against the soundness or utility of 
that truth. If so, then might we set aside well 
nigh every doctrine of the cross, because well 
nigh every doctrine of the cross has been abused 
to unholy purposes. It is a solemn thing for 
a believer to overlook any single doctrine, to 
stand aloof from any single truth of God's holy 
Word, because the pearl has beea trampled under 
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foot of swine— because ungodly men receiving', 
the truth notionally in the judgment and not 
experimentally in the heart, have walked after 
their own lusts, deceiving and deceived. O no» 
we look not to them for an exemplification of 
the great doctrines of grace ; nor are we to 
attribute their abuse of God's truth to the legi- 
timate tendency of thei truth itself. This we 
assign as a reason why we contend so earnestly 
for experimental religion. There is no true holiness 
of heart, and of life, without it. The mere prater 
about doctrine, his head filled with notion, and 
his heart with pride and immortified sin, may 
walk in the outward garb of Christianity, de- 
ceiving others, — and what at the day of judg- 
ment will be most awful — deceiving himself; but 
the day of separation, the day of sifting^ will 
come, when the wheat will be gathered into the 
gamer, and the chaff will be burnt with un- 
quenchable fire. 

Let not the reader then turn his back upon a 
truth, because unholy men have brought it into 
reproach — then might he turn his back upon 
Jesus, because of the wounds which, again and 
again. He has received in the house of his friends. 
The doctrine of God's eternal, sovereign, and 
unconditional election of a people, his redemp- 

11 of them by the sacrifice of his Son Jesus 
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Christ, his particular and effectual calling of them 
by the Eternal Spirit— their complete pardon and 
justification, and their preservation to eternal 
glory, these are God's truths and not to he re- 
jected. They come from God, and, when re- 
ceived in the heart, they lead to God. They 
have their origin in Him, and to Him they draw 
the soul. Precious truths ! How they abase the 
sinner, how they exalt the dear Redeemer. How 
they glorify God, how they empty, humble, and 
sanctify the soul. We would not be the individual 
to speak ought against them, or think slightingly 
of them, no, not for our right hand, or for our 
right eye. 

And now, may we not enquire, have you, dear 
reader, this robe upon you ? In whose righteous- 
ness do yon at this moment stand ? Is it aU pro- 
fession merely ? Startle not at the question — turn 
not from it — it is for your life we ask it. Do 
you wonder that such a scrutiny into the ground 
of your hope should be made ? Are you aston- 
ished at the solemn fact implied in this question ? 
Be not so. Many have lived in the outward pro- 
fession — have put on Christ in the external garb 
— ^have talked well of Him— have been baptized 
in his name — given Uberally for his cause, and, 
after all, have gone into eternity, holding up the 
empty lamp ! O marvel not then, that we repeat 
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the question, — in whose righteousness do you at this 
moment stand P Mere proifession will notBave your 
soul. Your being found mingling among the 
wise virgins will not secure you an admittance 
with them into heaven. Your talking respectfully 
of Jesus will avail you nothing. Your church 
memberships, your liberality, your irreproachable 
deportment, your spotless morality, your regular 
attendance on the sanctuary, all, all are vain with- 
out the justifying righteousness of the God-man 
upon you. What do you know of the broken 
heart, and the contrite spirit? What do you 
know of the healing blood of Jesus ? What do 
you know of a sense of pardon and acceptance ? 
What do you know of the witness of the Spirit ? 
What do you know of a humble^ low, abasing 
view of yourself ? What do you know of a holy 
and a dose walk with God ? What do you know 
of communion and fellowship with the Father and 
his dear Son ? In a word, what do you know of 
yourself as a helpless, ruined sinner, and of Jesus 
as a rich, able, and present Saviour? Ponder 
these solemn questions. The hand that pens 
tbem, trembles with awe as it traces them on 
this page. This is a day of great profession — 
a day of great ingathering into the church. A 
dayt when much chaff must necessarily be -ga- 
thered with the wheat. It was so in the primitive 
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days of the church, when Apostles, inspired by the 
Spirit of God, were the men who planted, watered, 
and gathered in the sheaves. ShaU it then be 
thought a thing incredible with you that, in the 
present day, the minister may be deceived, and the 
hearer deceived, and neither of them know it? 
It solemnly behoves each professing member 
of Christ's church, of every name and deno- 
mination, narrowly to scrutinize his motives— 
deeply to probe his heart — and closely and habi- 
tually to examine the foundation on which he is 
building for eternity. Thus shall he walk, if he 
be an adopted child, in the sweet and holy reali- 
zation of his pardon and acceptance ; — thus shall 
he experience the blessedness of the man whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered — 
and thus too, shall he constantly be " a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the Master's 
use, and prepared unto every good work." 

There are many and peculiar blessings which 
an experimental belief and realization of this great 
truth conveys into the soul, a slight glance at 
some of which, will close this chapter. 

First, A consciousness of perfect security, and 
freedom from condemnation. Let us not be mis- 
understood. We mean not to affirm, that a child 
of God is secure only as he realizes his pardon 

L 
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ond aeoeptence. f\ur be it' from vb to itfter a 
seotiment like tiiiA. Many a&d long- ase the aea*- 
iKms of spiritoal darkoe», and sennble -mltidraw- 
meots of God's presence throagb wbich tlie 
believer is often eaUed to pass. Seasons, daring 
which his hope seems to have perished^ Lam. 
ui. 18. And God, as he believes, has forgotten 
to be graoions. Ps. Ixxvii* 9. Seasons, duriDg 
which he cannot look up as a par4oned sinner, 
as a justified soal, as an adopted child, and sa^, 
" Abba, Father !" All is mi^ght gloom to his 
sonl. And while God seems to have witMrann, 
Satan instantly appears. Taking advantage of 
the momentary absence of the Lordy-^fbr let it 
be remembered^ it is not an actual and etentd 
withdrawment-^he levels his fiery darts,"— sng- 
gests hard thoughts of God — tempts the- soul 
to believe the pest has been but a deception, ami 
that the future will develope nothing but 4dai4^ 
ness and despair. Satan, that constant and subtle 
foe, frequently seizes too, upon periods of tile 
believer's history, when the providences of God 
are dark and mysterious — when the path, akmg 
wbich the weary pilgrim is pressing, is rough and 
intricate — or, it may be, when he sees not a ^ot 
before him — the way is obstruotedf and he is 
ready to exclaim with Job, *' He halh fenced ap 
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my way that I eannot pass, aiid He hath set dark« 
nessin tny patfaa^'-^Job xbt. 8. Or with ^ereinii^ 
" He liath hedged me about» that I t»niiot gdt 
out.'* Lam. iil. 7. Let it not thea he forgotten 
by this soul that walks in darkness and has ni6 
light, that the providential dealings of a covenant 
Ciod aitd I'^a.ther, which now are depressing the 
spirits, stirring' np unbelief, and casting a shad^ 
over every prospect* may be ineized npon by its 
great enemy, and appropriated to an occasion oi 
ddep 'and sore temptation. It was thus he dealt 
with our blessed Lord, vrho was in all points 
tempted as his people, yet without sin. Heb. iv. 
15* Satan, taking advantage of his prolonged 
fBUBt, and the weakness of body and hunger which 
were tie consequeace — ^for let it ever be borne 
in mind, God took upon Him pure humanity with 
aH the sympathies of our nature, — and with aU 
the weaknesses which clung to it — presented the 
t^mptatiicm in its most pliable form. Luke iv. 
2^^\B. And if the Head thus was tempted, 
sa >'fi9SSi be the member-->if the Lord, so the 
diwHple. And for this very end was our blessed 
Lord thus tempted, that He might enter sympa- 
thetically into all the circumstances of his tiied 
and suffering people— "For in that He hin»«lf 
hath suflfered being tempted, He is able tosuccpar 
them that are tempted." H^b. ii. 18. ^ 
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But we mist nol, ve dsf^ not. reMb frvm.^is* 

cribiog this i^iritaid darkoms to anoUker, and 

perhaps more ob^iotts cause, ^*wb aUnde t9 

disiwU aad careless waik. This will as eartaiidy 

bring darkness into the son], witli its pwnfid 

attendants — unbelief — loss of evidence -r^ b^ 

thoughts of God -slavish fear-^-as if an individaal 

were to dose every inlet of a habitation to the 

rays of the son, and sit down amidst the ^oom 

and the obscority with which he has endirokided 

himself. There is no trae spiritual light but that 

which beams from the Sun of RighteoilaBas8» 

and to this evary inlet of the soal mvait be.opeA. 

AH other l^ht is false -^ it is bat like the (trear 

cherous beacon erected upon a rock-bound ^oastr 

for the purpose oi beguiling to its shore the. 

uqsusf ecting barque. To enjoy this light then, 

a belie^ver must dwell near the Sun^-he jnoat 

live close to Christ. He mast live the life af 

daily faith upon Him« — He must look awfty d'om 

Himself to Jesus, — He must walk worthy q£ the 

Loffd unto all pleasing, — he must be foudd prayer-? 

fal 8(nd diligent in the means* whHe rising fliboiie> 

th^m, he draws all his light* life and peace! Anom, 

the God of the means, O what losers ^o they 

who walk as Peter walked, —a# a tUsttmce £x«i 

their Jjord— ^wh^ seasons of endemfing .cornmnw 

ni^n — what tokens of love^-what visits of mercy 



tkty w* <iwiia»l^tB» of. ■ What losters are they 
wli# fiegiict ttie tnMiiMS «f grti<Je-^do&6t frayfef-^ 
diiii^ Mli9^^)(ip<^-4^ comaitnifon tjf saittts-i- 
tte Uess^ ordinaiK^ds of b«^i«to imd tiie Lord's 
sapper^^-^tiieg&cliaQiM^ tbrbugfe whfch a coveahnt 
Gbd contcy* iii^"uaft)ld bi^stegft into tfee son! 
of ys 4&ar ohiU[««i.for ^* Tli^ sfectet df tb* lADi«d H ' 
wjik themtfattt l^af Sim j" and to .^<»- feim, ii; 
not ttr dtttid Him m n ^)av«, but tA a tihiM 
t<»i»a]icui)dl'tfae comi»i«i)idii&^at8 and drdmanceift 
of.ihe Ldrd l)l8Hii^es>-«^ ! > wll«t losWs %hfen 

Wliile f ^mittg this ^iositig part of tfce chapter, 
the iRtriMT tMHi aei^t for to adtninkft^ Spiritual 
coAsotekm ti» oQft on tb« ooufiites <yf eternity/ 
whd, at «ii eaaif period of her life, pi-of^sed pub<« 
lid^'hfr^attadit&edt to the Lord, hut who, after it 
time) walked no iftore 'with JesilB^i^ now tile 
seanoa of Aicknees, mod probably of death) had 
come I 'And O ! dt^dd he hat>e gu^eted every 
wandei^mgy every backisdidin^, iverj^ oanehsm* 
world&f f HofeBSbr of Christ arooifed that bed, t& 
have Ufltened to the deep regrets, the bitter eelf-' 
repnoaehes^ the pieraing tries kar pardon tbaib ML 
from her lips, «id te have witneesed too, the <deep 
angnsh ttwfi Wrong her ligetiised besom, how 
more poweifuUy would th^ hare warned, and 

L 3 > 
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how more persoasiveiy would thejr have pleaded, 
than the page which now warns and pleads with 
the careless, pmyeiiess, worl<S7 professor.^ 
Chriatian professor! are yon waftiDg at a dis- 
tance from Christ, if following Him at aH ? Are 
you opening yoar heart to the world — claying 
yourself out for its entanglements? Are jva 
conforming to it in your spirit, your polkr,'yoiir 
maxims, your dress, your pursuits, your friend- 
ship, your religion? Are you neglectiiig the 
means of grace, the sanctuary of G»od'— the 
preaching of the gospel, the social prayer meet- 
ings, the communion of saints ? Are you ileg- 
lecting prayer — ^family prayer — social prayer-*-* 
sanctuary prayer, — most of all, doset piayer? 
O, if so, how fearfully you are turning your back 
upon God. How wantonly are you trampling 
your precious privileges under foot. 'What a 
harvest of sorrow are you sowing fbr a d^g 
hour. What reason have you to tremble, lest 
after all, Christ has never been formerd in your 
heart, the hope of glory. What is your preaaU 
liope ? Is it only a profession F Give it mp'**- 
abandon it as worthless, and as a sinner undone, 
' a sinner without a hope, go to Jesus. : A mere 
■ profession wiU never save you^ A bare suppo- 
sition will only delude you. You must havelile 
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icitnesB of th SjpiriU, But to the soul following 
hard after Qod, w^ would Aay» there are two 
' exppediz^ • great and precious promises/ which 
a ^Id of God should ever ke^ in view ; ** Unto, 
the upright there ariscth light in the darkness."^ 
Pa, cxiL 4* ** Unto you that fear my name, shall 
t^ SoA of E%ht|90usuess arise with healing in 
hia wings." Mai. iv. 2. Thus it is evident that, 
to thoae who walJ^ uprightly before God ; — upright 
in heartf as well as upright in outward conduct ; 
upright ijii principle as well as upright in practice, 
and to those who walk in the holy filial fear of 
Gk>4, ^e Lord has bis choicest covenant blessings. 
Bat to return:— 

W6. say not then, that a momentary sense of 
Giod's: withdrawment from the believer, affects his 
«et)i^ security in the atoning blood. This, no- 
thing can disturb. The safety of a child of God 
hinges not. upon a frame or a feeling, the ever 
▼arying.afid fitful pulses of a believing soul — O 
no 1 The covenant rests upon a surer basis than 
thisr The child of the covenant is sealed with a 
better hfupe and promise. He may change, but 
hisooyeoant God never. His feelings may vary, 
but his Father's love never veers. He loved him 
ftrrnn^ all eternity, and that love extends to all 
eterailJyr- As God never loved his child for ou^ht 
He saw, or should see, in that child, so his love 



never changes for ^ the ficklemess, mfohieMy 
and unwortbineaB, He daily vnod houif diseovera^ 
O where would the sou} fly bat for thia troth ? 
Whea It takes into account the sins, the fbllae^j 
the departures, the flaws of but one week ; yea« 
when it reviews the history of bat one day, and 
sees enough sin in a thonght to mk it to eternal 
and just perdition, bat for an unchangeable GvA* 
to what consolation would it resort ? 

But what forma the great security of the be^ 
liever ? what, but the utoninff blood ? This, and 
this only. The Father, beholding hif^ child in hie 
beloved Son, washed and clothed-^pardoned and 
justified, can "rest in his love, and Joy over bus. 
with singing." The Atonement goarasitees bia 
eternal safety. What formed the security of Noah 
and his family, when the deluge of God's wrath 
descended upon an ungodly world ? The Ark in 
which God had shut him. What Ibrmedr the se- 
curity of the children of Israel in Egypt^ when 
the destroying angel passed through the camp 
waving in Ins hand the weapon of death ? The 
blood of the pascal lamb, sprinkled on the lintel 
and door posts of their dwellings ; and where thia 
sacred sign was seen, into that house he dared 
not enter, but passed on to do the work of 4ieath 
where no blood was found. Kxaotly what the 
Ark was to Noah, and the blood of the kiafo 
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was te the cMWreii'' of Israel, is the atonmg' 
blood oi Christ to the believing soul. It forma 
kh eternal security. Reader ! ' is that blood 
apf^d to yon ? Are you washed in it ? Is it 
upon you at this moment ? Ffecious blood 1 Pre- 
cioas Saviour who sh6d it? Precious faith that 
leads to it I How it washes away all sin ; — how it 
L'ghtens the eonscience of its burthen,— heals the 
heart of its wound,>^dii^els the mist, and brings 
down the undouded sunlight of God's reconciled 
countenance in the souL O! adore the love, 
and admire th6 grace that opened the fountain, 
and led yon to bathe, all guilty, poUuted, and 
helpless as you were, beneath its cleansing stream. 
—And with Oowper let us sing, 

" £Vx since by faith I 8aw the stream 
Thy flowing woands snpply. 
Redeeming love has been my theme. 
And BhAU be till I die.*' 

*^ Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 

Vh sing thy power to snye | 

'Wliea thi« poor lisping, stammering tongue 

lies silent in the graye." 

Second, deeper views of sin's exeeeUng smfalnessy 
may be regarded as another invaluable blessing, re* 
suiting from a realizing apprehension of the a- 
tox^g Blood. No child of Goiy, if he is advanC' 
ingin the Divine Kfe, but must mourn overhis' 
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defective views of «n. 'The boiSar lie grows, 
the more sensible he is of this. Yea, may we not 
add, the deeper the view of his own Tilenestt, 
the stronger the evidence of his gro?i^ in Bancv 
tification. A growing hatred of ain, of i&tlemmB, 
of great sins, of a// sin;*— nn d^ected in the in<> 
dwelling principle, as well as sin observable in the 
outward practicey-*-*0, it is one tif ^bst mtreA 
^symptoms of the onward jprogresfs of the void ii 
its spiritual coarse. The believier htmaelf may net 
he sensible of it, bttt oifiers see -it. To lum It 
may be 13:e a retrograde, to Im observe: it is an 
evidence of advance^ The cfaold of Qod is not 
the best jndge of his own t^iritnal growtli. H4 
may be rapidly advancing when not BensB)le -of it. 
The tree may be growing downwards — ^its roots 
maybe expanding andgraspo^ more firmiy the 
soil in which they are concealed, and yet tlie ap- 
pearance of growth be not very applveirt* There b 
an inward, (xmoealed, yet -effeotutH growtii dt grace 
in the soul — ^The bdieve^ may not be aensMe 
of it, and even others may overlo(^ it-^but Gon 
sees it. It is His own work, and He does vot 
think meanly of it. God, in His graciovs^dbfil^ 
ings with the believer, often works by emtratieB, 
Re opens the eye of Hit child to the de^ dfrt 
jyravity of the heart^disdoses to imn the dttMVi 
ber efimagery-^revealsto Imniiic sin, untiboo^ 
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<A iijwwflpnptedb UDiiepei^d, oncQnlesaed, that 
lim deef^j. ovib^dded th^re — 9nd ^hy ? only to 
floake his child moce b<dy. To compel him. tp 
rspair to. the merey-seatt there to cry, there tQ 
p&ead^ there to wrestle for ita subjection, its mor* 
tification^ its cmcifixioa. And throagh thia, as 
it weroy cinnatoufi. prooesa, the believer presses 
cm to high and hi^er degreea of holiness. la 
this wajL too, tine believer earnestly seeks for 
kmniliij^ h^ a deep discovery which the Lord 
gives hiia of the jpride of his heart,— for meehwst 
by a disocyvery of petuUmoe; oi resignation ^o 
God's will, by a sense of restlessness and impa^ 
tknce, and ao on, through 9II the graces^ of the 
bieseed Spirit. Thus there is a great growth in 
grace, i^mh a believer's views of sin's exceeding 
einfoltaessy and the inward plaguje, are. deepenii^. 
fiat, how are these views of sin to be dee|)ened ? 
By csmstazit, oLgse views ol the blood of Christ I 
-rxealimg apprehenaiona of the Atonement. 
Thbis^thfi only glass through which sin is seen 
in its greatest mi^nitude. Let the Christian 
reader then, deal mnch and often, with the blood 
of Cladst. O ! that we should need to be urged 
to thia. That once having bathed in the " foun- 
tain 9p«ned," we should ever look to any other 
mode of healings and of sanctiication* For let 
itnsvee be fiurgottcn that, achild of God is as 
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much called to live on Chriat for sanctificaiion 
aa for pardon, " Sanctify them through thy 
truth-" And who is the truth ? Jesus Him- 
self answers, " I am the truth." Then we are to 
live on Jesus for sanctification. And happy 
and holy is he who thus Hves on Jesua. The 
fulness of grace that is treasured up in Christ, 
why is it there? For the soMtificaUon of His 
people. For the suhdmng of all their sins. O 
forget not then that. He is the Refiner as well 
as the Saviour, The Sanctifier as well as the 
Redeemer, Take your indwelling corruptions to 
Him; take the easy hesetting sin; the weak- 
ness, the infirmity, of whatever nature it is. at 
once to Jesusy His grace can make yon all that 
he would have you to he. Rememher too, that 
this is one of the great privileges of the life of 
faith ; living on Christ for the daUy subduing 
of all sin. This is the faith that purifies the 
heart, and it purifies hy leading the heliever to 
live out of himself upon Christ. To this blessed 
and holy life our Lord Jesua referred, when 
speaking of its necessity in order to the spiritunl 
fruitfulness of the heliever ; "Ahide in me, and 
I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye 
except ye abide in me. I am the Vine, ye are 
"^e branches; he that abideth in me, and I in 



DS8I0N OF THE ATONEMENT. 121 

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit ; for 
"without me ye can do nothing. John xv. 4, 5. 

O that the church of Christ, and each indi- 
vidual member, would but realize this truth, that 
simpler, closer, more experimental views of Jesus 
would essentially strengthen the tone of inward 
spirituality and comfort. The great secret of all 
comfort in seasons of ai&iction, is to take the 
affliction as it comes, simply to Christ ; and the 
great secret of all holiness is to take the cor- 
mption as it rises, simply to Christ. It is this 
IMnff upon Christ for all he needsy this going to 
Christ linder all circumstances, and at all seasons, 
which forms the happy and holy life of a child of 
God. There is no other path for him to walk 
in. Hie moment he turns from Christ, he be- 
comes like a vessel loosed from its Itnoorings, and 
driven at the mercy df the winds from billow to 
billow. Christ must be i^ in all to him. Friends, 
domestic comforts, church privileges, ordinances, 

* 

means of grace^ notiiing must cuffice for Jesus. 
And why does tiie Lord so frequently discipline 
the soiil?*^ifhy remove friends, why b%ht do- 
mestic comforts, why rob us of church privileges, 
why dose up the ordinances, and write death 
upon the means of grace, O why, but to open a 
way through which he Himself might ehtefr the 
believer, and convince that lonely, bereaved, and 
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deaolate heart, that lia is % sdMitafes fer erwf 
thing, while notiiing sbttU ever be a aabBt|t«Oe for 
him. He will hate the ^njtfWMr^^efieotioii. ef His 
aalnts; they shall fiad their aU in lum^^arndto 
this end He seods affitetiona, eqoasee wait dw* 
appointments, bat to wesA them fifitn^ th&t hfebi 
and draw them to. Hnnself . 

Sometimes, in order to leseDi- expemiettlaHy 
thifr holy tmth, that Ohiist most be everjr-this^ 
the Lord, Hie^ Sf itit, leads bank the ba&vci; to. 
first prineiplei^ He is kd tP retncte bift stsps^ 
go over the groimd hO" ks^ trBsetted,^'«9d jS^JL 
his comfort and his evidenoe at the. irery- spot 
from whence he fivst set oait. He lua.to\eeiiie 
09 atfinti a poei^ empty, helpless simier^ hatiglDg 
on a ^m, rich, and all softcient Sttdoor; -Mbes 
aH he haa passed through, of eettie. tBud avd 
fiery temptation, after aUp the etamft aadtenft* 
pests, the confiida and the ■w>tprie%.he iaftemw 
pelled to betake hiippelf a£resh to itaue, tnptjr 
and h^pl^ss as. ^hen,. first he co^ for miffcyw 
This,, let ¥s a^^j^e tbe. iead% i3. ne s^^aH^prc^ 
o£ G09V Iqrve, thuf^titt b«i led.bfuak t^ &ff^.^fmii 
ciples. Let him ^oi bediscioeragctd a#'tiie hot^ 
is. dealing thus witjb him q9w. Let him cptmt 
it.aU joy if bin Greet Teacher 1^ i^jf^ $t^ y^ 
him 19 a l9<i»er ekes^ and haa 9»eii hmt tfaie;6reU 
Iamaii nf Christian eiq[»ei$enee to le«ri|«^l%fi& 
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leBMm 10 lise li!rdt aad tiie last lesBcm* Hftppy 
tod JKily lA he irto^tkorBngiily leftme it*"^ 

T]iatdi-^A*(mf0rmi$y to ^ death of Ckrist, maj 
be regarded as itoodiar, tod n g<«et blessing, re- 
fiiiltiiigfrdiKi^)^rsoiialT€fedizfttion oJF liHae atoning 
li)i)0d. Jbdsed^ we ttoe ttSarm that; oonfonnity 
to Hiis death, oan only be 4»|^tked ty cloae^ indi*- 
^Mitriy veiiiflbg vi^evrs •«€ t^<»-oB6. It 16 m the 
Tren^ iBin ie^^eon' b 4tii ^^xoeedmg sinfalneBs. It i$ 
in tbe eittfs, I3ie %ollnea» (^ Ged^huses with such 
iaeffid^ Ittrtrer Tbsfi is the i$an that throws its 
1^ la|»Q»i tktoe two gitiat ol^tb-^the holiness 
t)f.^od-^'-^te:«illi!ulM«iB of the sinner. Veil this 
fl uft . ■ r eta&vt the (sross^ <bk3t oat tiie Atonement, 
and jr& <o«r kBowkdge of Jb^iacKss -and An vanishes 
VBiMi' distttit mid i^adowy views. Faith, deali^g 
tenefa; md «^08dy with the cross <^ Christ, will 
ianffiaMy ]irod«Be in ilhb smd, conformity to His 
deifth. This was the great dewre of Uie Apostle. 
^ l^luA I may icnow Hinii and the power of hi» 

. * Tli« Autkor win not JBOon lose the iii]g;>re88ion left upon 
his nand by an interview with that eminent servant 01 
CWS^f thelafe lUV. Rowland Hill, a itfew months prevfoHs 
ib. U death, wbo, whsn speaBng of his thtn state of 
jmi^ resmrked In hi9 ^eddiady solemn manner,*-'* Sir, 
when I enter heaven, I shall enter it, crying, ' God be 
mertiftxl to me a sinher.* " Coming !hrom tnu^ a man, ana 
^bildilAtiiao,U^»«l antlfoettng ai&d strikihig testhnonsr 
tMi^ Uss^Mkiesft of i>«u^g M badt. tot^^ |w^»^l>^* ^ 
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resurrection, and the ^owship of hb Boflbriagd, 
being made conformable to his death." Phil. iii. 
10. This was the noble prayer of this holy man. 
He desired crucifixion with Christ. A crucifixion 
to sin, to indwelling sin — ^to sin in its every shape 
-^ to sin in principle, sin in temper, sin in worldly 
conformity, sin in conversation,, sin in thought) 
yea, sin in the very glance of the eye. He de- 
sired not only a crucifixion of sin, of one -pattir 
cular sin, but of aU sin^not only the sin that 
most eafflly beset him, the sin that he daily saw 
and felt, and mourned over, bnt the sin that no 
eye saw but God's*— the sin of the indwelUng prm-' 
ciple, — ^The root of all m-^the sin (^ his nature. 
This is to have fellowship with Christ in his suf- 
ferings. Jesus suffered as much lor Uie subduing 
of the indwelling principle of ttn, as far the pardon, 
of the outbreakings of that sin in the daily prac- 
tice. Have we fellowship with Him in these suf- 
ferings ? There must he a crueifimon of the in- 
dwelling power of «m.— *To ittustrate the idea, — 
if the root be allowed to stretigliien, and expand, 
and take a deeper and firmer grasp, what more 
can we expect, than that the tree will shoot up- 
ward, and branch out on either hand; To <nit off 
the outward branches is not the proper method to' 
stay the growth of the tree. The root must be 
uncovered, and the axe laid to it. Outward sins 
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my \m 9fit oK wd eyen honeetly ooolessed and 
monrnod c^ef, "wluk the concemUd prmctple, the 
r&ot of tfae m is overlDokedt naglectedt aad otf* 
lesred to gather «ti«iigth and expanBion. 

That the iaherent erii of a belkver will ever, 
in hie pr^ee&t eiiHtawy, be CDtirely eradicated* 
we diO not assert* To easpect this* would be to 
expect ¥^t God'a Word has not declared. Bat 
thai it vuj be graatiy mMudi and e^mquerei,'^ 
its power wetiened and mmrt^ied, this» the Word 
of God leads m to hqpe £or, and ahn after* How 
is this to be tdtaned? Faith dealing frequently 
aad doady with Christ^-llie atoning blood npon 
the oonseienoe-^The " feintain epened," daily 
resorted to — The believer sitting constantly at 
the loot of the eross-^gsEing upon it with an eye 
of steady, «Bwavering fiatii, '— ^' lookii^ nnto 
Jesus.*' In this postoie, sin» cU nn«— the sin of 
the heaiti the sin of the practice is mourned over, 
wept vwxp eoiiftsscd» mortified, crucified* X^ 
tiie reader agnin be leaunded &aty all tnie oraci- 
fimon of sfin iqpringa from the cross of Clnriat. 

Fomth^— if Mosf fmnerfid tncoittM Id pt>ayert 
is found in e dose and realizbg view of the 
atoning blood. What encooragement does it 
pre s ent to ^lis blessed and holy life of conunu- 
nioiiwUhGiodl The atoning blood 1 The mercy- 
seat sprakkd over ! Tlie High Priest before the 
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img God^ :l£t»As stonuig. blood be streIlllOQ8ly^ 
pfeaded^ Let the ^rcioioiia and- infinite merit of 
Qurist be IbUt' iir^ed»>said the bksfiing pedtiooed 
fiov mtt be obtttned. 

May not thiSi be aangned as a reaaon why so 
hw xd. txa petitiiMBs ere aiiswered«^why so little. 
MtBwng ia^obteittedr^lAe/sm/ pleading of the atom^ 
taf bioodP There is so feeble a recognition of 
the blessed way of access. So little wrestling 
with the pisdons blood. So. little looking by 
faith; to thejcross^ The dear name of Immanuel 
saseUotii nrged^ cud when urged* so coldly men- 
tiooed^^^O 18 it coiy marvel that our prayers re- 
toni to hb unanswered — the petition ungranted 
-^the draft on the full treasury of his love on- 
honoiit>ed. The Father loves to be reminded of 
his beloved Son. The very breathing of the name, 
ta Him is music. The very waving of the censor 
of infinite merits to Him is fragrant. Be delights 
to- be^ pressed with this plea. It is a plea at all. 
timcH pifevalent. It is a plea He cannot rejecL 
Itgk>nfies* Himself, honours his Son, while it 
enndies hhn who urges it. And O, in the ab- 
sence of all otiier pleas, what a mercy to come - 
with a plea like this ! Who can fully estimate it ? 
No plea has the poor behever, springing from 
hh»self<, He searches* but nothaog gbu be find <m. 
whieh 4)0 rent 'aclaim. AH withw is vile» all withn^. 
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oat h marred by shi, VrMMakeeB, is^nrtl- 
tude, departare« do but maike np the lut^ovj of 
the day. Bat tii (Mrist, he sees Uift ^ifaidi he 
can arge» and in urging which, God w31 hear amd 
ansiver. ^ Having therefore, brethren* boldness 
to enter into the hoUest bj ^e Mood of Jesas, hj 
a new and living way which He hatii eonseerated 
for m, throiigti the ¥efl, that is to say, hisilesb. 
And having an High Fkiest orer tiie bovae of 
God ; let us draw near with a true heart in ffoSk 
aasunmoe of faith, haviag oar hearts iqpiixilded 
from an evU eonseiaKe, and oar bodies waaiied 
with pore water/' Heb. x, 19^S2. 

Fifth,— We woald alode bat to oMoHier bless* 
iag growing oat cf the Atcmement reafoed— <fte 
spriag it yweM to cU hoiy wmn^dlM obmUmee* 
The great impelling aaotive of ail Gospel obe> 
dieoce ifl» the looe ff Ckrkt ta tie kemt. David 
acknowiedged diis principle when he pmyedi ** I 
will run the way of thy comraaadmeBta, whes 
thoa flhalt enlarge ray heart/' Faal. ciiz* M, 
The Apostle admits it when he says» " tibe love < 
of Christ oonstraioeth us/' In order to wdk aa 
an obedient ^diikl*— to bear the dsily cross — to 
honour the iastitutioa, and yidd obedieace.to die 
law of Chriat**^ ddight in tiie preeepta aa in the 
doctrines of God's trath, tie aUmhji hi9od mtut ka 
reaUged. How easy and how sweet will then be* 
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oome the eotnnmndihents of the Lord. Duties 
wfll be viewed as privileges— and the yoke felt to 
be no yoke, and the cross to be no cross. 

If tisese are the inestimaMe blessings connected 
with personal, and close realimg views of the 
blood of atonement, sorely the Christian reader 
wiU'fltnve to hve near the fountain. This is the 
odly spot wirere 'his soul shall fionrish. As the 
gentle flotrer which blooms unseen by the side of 
some veiled fountain; is, from the constant mois- 
ture it receives, always beautifu] a;id fragrant, so 
ia-tiiat beKeVing soid the most fruitful, holy, spi- 
ritual and devoted, who daily dwells by the side, 
yea, la the '* fonatidn opened for sin and unclean- 
ness/' We see not how a clilld of God can be 
frttitfid otherwise, A sweet and abiding con- 
sciousness of pardoti and acceptance, is essential 
to spiiitual frttilfultii^ss. No belifever can advance 
in the Siviae Itfp-^wage a daily war with the in- 
nomerable foes that oppose hiin— and be ihiitful 
in every good wi^-k, who is perpetually in search 
of evidence of his adoption. We need all our 
time, all our energies^ all our means, in order to 
vanquish the spiritual Philistines who obstruct our 
way to the he^vealy Canaan. We have none to 
sex^ iH' search of evidences, lest v^hile they have 
gone the bridegroom cometh ! O then to know 
that allisjright. The thick cloud blotted out— 
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the flOQl wxijpped in the robe ctf nglrteoasness — 
readjf to enter iato tfie marriage supper of the 
Lamb. To die, will -he qiate eoaa^ To &oe, 
and grwppke ivith the king of terrors will be suffi- 
cient employment kit tlie spirit struggling to be 
free. No lame, no Eftrength, no energy then to 
search for endenees. Let not ^e luofttgm of 
Chrirt leave the ^ sealing" t^ %is pardon and 
Acceptance 'to timt fearfU hoar; bifttet Itim ear* 
•nestly sedc if wmt, thiA ¥^en he comes to die, he 
may hare nothing to do» tn^ to tdire. And that 
viU be qaite enoagh. 
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CHAPTER IV, 



. MA ATgnfsm faarmm H w mwwo om ohbimr 

'' Being justified freely bjr bis grace, througb the. redemption 
tStBt is in Cbrist Jesos.**^ Rom. iii. 24. 

Wbjsn. speaikin^ of tbe ^raat unfolding of Divine 
tneroy in the redemption by Christ, the Apostle 
employs language the most concise and expres- 
sive ;*^lie terms it, ''The grace of God that 
bringeth salvatioB*" Tit ii. 2i In this short but 
emphatic sentence, be ^evates his reader at once 
to tiie source and fountain head of all grace. He 
se|B f6rth its author — \\& nature — and its end. It 
is, the ORACB of @od, — constituting as^ essential 
and substantial a part* of the Divine existence, as 
the attributes of power, holiness^ justice, or good- 
ness. With an eminent divine, we would pass to 
higher g^nnd erven than this. We would rather 
net call it an attribute, but the W31 of God which 
bnngs all other manifestations of the Divine 
chanoter befove tilie eye, ''It' is not mercy; 
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though mercy is to be seen m grace; it is not 
holiness, though holiness is to be seen in grace, 
it is a mere act of the Divine will, which manifests 
itself to all it pleases. It is necessary to go still 
higher : it is not merely the second in a series of 
ascending steps ; it is not a repairing of a breach; 
bat an exalting of the handyworks of God into a 
higher r^on ; in humanity to make the Godhead 
for ever manifest and to lift man np, and make 
him the nearest link in that chain that hangs from 
the throne of God." 

A less theological, and perhaps more simple 
definition of g^race may be acceptable to the 
general reader. And as tiie great manifbstation 
of this grace we are now to consider, is ike Atone* 
ment of Christ, we prefer the phrase the 'freenes^ 
of the Atonement,' as expressing " tiie g^ce of 
God that bringeth salvation." Should not eyen 
this be deemed sufficiently explicit> we mean then, 
ike perfectly gratuitous und unconditional manner, 
in which the blessings of pardon and justification, 
flowing through the Atonenufnt of Christ, come to the 
vileet sinner, sensible of his lost state, and made 
willing to accept ^ Jesus in the day of God" s mighty 
power. We enter ^e more readily on the discus- 
sion of this subject, not only from a deep con- 
sciousness of its' vast importance, but also from 
'^1^ conviction, which much conversation with 
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inquiring ftocds has tended to deepen, that, from 
the want of dear and spiritual views of the ftee^ 
ness of the gift, the perfectly unconditional hestow^ 
ment of the hlessing, many are kept, even among 
those "called to be saints," from entering fulfy 
into the liberty and peace of the gospel. They 
have been convinced of their need of Christ ; they 
have heen made to hanger and thirst for pardon 
and acceptance ; they have been brought, it may 
be, through a deep ^ law work of the soul,' to 
stand, as on the very borders of the land that' 
flows with milk and honey, but looking more 
to themselves and less to Christ, ---lingering on 
its margin, while the river flows so richly and 
so freely at their feet, waiting for some condition. 
to be performed, some ^tnees to- be experienced, 
or some price to brii^> they are kept back from 
those rich and untold blessings ii^iick a closing in 
with Jesus the Saviour of ainaers would assuredly 
bring into their possession. 

For the purpose of clearness in the discussion' 
of our subject, the. reader will be first led to con* 
sider the simple and express, testimony of Qod*# 
Word ^ then, .the mednm through which its bless* 
ings flow to the seeking soul : and, lastly, some 
scriptural examples will be adduced confirmatory oi 
the doctrine before us. In the observation now 
to be made,, we particularly addresa ourselves to^^ 

N 
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that class of oar readers who, with brokentiess of 
keait and deep contrition of spirit are inqmring, 
" What shall I do to be saved?" With yon dear 
penitent reader, the anxioas- question is, ^Will 
God have mercy npon me. Win He have a 
wretch so vile as /?*' Read then, with dbse 
attention and prayer, the following statement, 
and may the Eternal Spirit give you Cght, j6y, 
and peace t 

In addacmg tiie simple and express testimony tpf 
God's word on this subject, let not the reader be 
amazed, if we lead him^first into the Old J^sfamet^. 
For where will be found more disthict and glorlbas 
idews of the atonement — its nature, design, and 
freeness, tiian are found in the Old Testament 
writings ? The single point of course nowunder 
proof is, the perfect fteene^s of the gift. Tfi& is 
the testimony. ** Ho, every one that thinsteth, 
come, ye to t^ waters, and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, 6ome, 'buy 
wine and milk without money, and wltiiDiit prfefe.^' 
Isa^ Ivw L Behold the freeness of the ri6Ir an^ 
inestimable blessing! '* Without money-^whh- 
oot prices" The simple meaning of which hs-^ 
without worthineBS, without fttn$^ — ^without cem^ 
dition. So that' t^e most unwortiiy, the most 
vile, the most penniless, may come and driitl 
water fiieely out of the wefls of sdvatlon. This 



ia the Ifoigq^ge cxf Gpd«;l^ the oaoiith of hk prch 
pheta^ what a j^spel^.thea is here revealed I 
how full t)ie supply I how free the gift I And if 
thb. was the laijiguage of God under the obscure 
exhibjition i^f ^, go^el, what must be his free 
wekome to poor auaners uader the full meridian 
gjboiy c^ the gospel ? Now that Chf ist has comej 
aud the atoueiQeat has been made, and the foun- 
tain has been opened, and the invitation has gone 
out» <^ wf^ suppose thett the blessing of pardon 
ipll be Iw. freely bestowed ? 
. 4€^?^r'*' Thus saith the Lord, ye have sold 
youraelves ior iKa^ht, and ye shaU be redeemed 
withoiU moaey" Jsa. lii. 3. Again, " The Spirit 
of the I^rd God is upon me ; because the Lord 
h^b imoioted me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek t He hath ^e^t me to bind up the brokeu- 
hea^qt^ to proclaim hberty to the captivecu and 
tl\e (openii^ of the prison to them that are 
^9^d-'' Isa, Ivi. 1. Mark the expressions as 
deec^tivE of the characters to whom our blessed 
I^ord. came, *' baroken-liearted"— " captives/'-^ 
'^.thj^m that are bound." Where was there wor- 
tbiifes^ h^e? What price with which to purr 
ciba^ their red^oaption* had these ' brokw- 
liefu:ted«' ithoK '^captives/ these 'bound?' See 
iheii* re^r, jhow the g^oripuis atonement naceived 
i^ fltamg iJi/rmms», evi^ u^der tibie tegnl ^eur 
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Bation. dom^ v^ libw 'to' the clearer revelations 
of the new Dispenstftidn. " ' « •. = < 

Take those I'emarkable words—** And when 
they had nothmg to pay, he fratnkljr forgave them 
both.'* Luke vii. 42. O sweet expriissibn f '^No- 
thing to pay* Entirely bdhkmpt. 'Poor,' wretched, 
penniless, bereft of all— nothing tb pay, and yet 
frtmMy forgiven ; i. e.' fully, 'freely, cordially for- 
given ;—ybr^t;«r toith ait the heart of OoH.^ iBut 
one other passage i^ adduced. '•'^And the Spiirit 
and the bride say come. And let hhn that heareth 
say come. And let him that is athirst, come : 
and whosoever will, let him take the' water of life 
freely** Rfev. xxii. 17. See how the Word of 
God closes' with the prodamation of a free-grace 
salvatidn. The last words that linger m sweef 
vibration on the ear, as the blessed canon of 
Scripture doses are; "the water of life freetyT 
Let lis view th6 subject in another point of tight. ' 

If it be shown from God's truth, 'that yai/X,' and 
not the works of the law, is the grand medium ' 
through which pardon and justification fiow, thten,- 
even as faith is the gift of God*s grace, it wHl be 
clear thiat, in this respect, the atonehient miistjlie " 
free B.ud Unconditional , Whdt saith the Scripirur^lf 
" Therefore' by the de^ds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified tn his sight:' fdr by* thef 'W*is * 
♦Hfe ktidwledge of Sin. But noW' the right^otttness 



of Gpd withoqit tbe )|kw is iwanilcwtrii^ being vit- 
neased by the law and the prcfteta : £veoi U^ 
ijgliteouaness of God wbick i» hy/aUh of Jewia 
Christ uato aU and npon all Uiem that believe;. 
for there is no difference^ For all have ttn4[ie4 
and come short of the glory of God ; being freely 
justified by his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus : Whom God hath set forth to. 
be a propitiation through faith jn his blood» to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
. that are pas1i» through the forbearance of God ! To 
declare, I ^ay^ at this time his righteousne^i : 
that he might be just, and the justifier of him 
which believfth in Jesus* Where is boasting then ? 
It is exchided. By what Jaw ? Of works ? Nay : 
but by the law of faithw Therefore we conclude 
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds 
of the law." Rom, iii. 20—28, Thus, by one 
of the finest arguments in the apostolic writings, 
does Paul triumphantly establish the perfect free- 
ness .and unconditional character of a sinner's 
acceptance with God. Review the outline of his 
reasoning. " By the deeds of the law there shall 
no £esh be justified." By " the deeds of the 
law/' he has reference to those many and fruitless 
efforts to obey the law which men in a state of 
nature are fpund so zealously to cdm at. Are you 
striviog, readoTy to conform to the requirement of 
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this kotyj thiais^exSife Iliw of God? Lei me 
f^ssore yoa» th«t aU tbese strivings, oli those 
it^arkSf all that toiling is worse tinn wordiilesB 
in God's holy sight*— they are J^ti/,-^^ey pro- 
ceed from an w^regenerctW nature, from an tare- 
mimed, wuanctifted heart— they flow not from feith 
and love; and therefore the heart being thus 
a' fountain of comiption, every stream that 
branches from it must partake x£ the foulness 
of the source from whence it flows. Let the 
^uhire of the past suffice to teach yon, that tins 
holy law you can never keep. Let your formal 
prayers, your lifeless religion, your vows forerworn) 
your resolutions broken, all confirm the solemn 
deqlamtion of the Apostle— "By the deeds of 
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight/' Again, " for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin." Accompanied by the Spirit of Gbd, 
it discloses to the soul the sinfulness of the heart 
and life. Convinces it of sin and brings it in ' 
guilty and self-condemned before God.' *?*^bw 
how is it possible that the law can ever be an in- ' 
stnioient of life and an instrument of death to 
a sinner ? It is titterty impossible that it can tel 
It never yet gave spiritualj life to the sonl-^ii ' 
never yet emancipated the soul from its thraldom 
— i-it neve* yet e6nducted it to Jesus — ^it never yet 
\^Bpcred'!a>erty and peace. It can, and^does, 



rjcBSHssff o]>' vais' atqikxiibnt. 139 

cmideain, it cAn; and' cEoes, tursi^ and tbn is 
the utmost extent of its prereygative. O then, 
resign all Hie hoper you fondly cherish oi lift, 
peace, atad acceptance by " the deeds of the law/* 
and betake yourself to Him who hath, by his 
most precious blood* " redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a ourse for us." 

Having established the iacapftcity of the law to 
justify the sinner, the Apostle then proceeds to 
unlbld the glory, fitness^ and freeness of that 
righteousness ■ which can and does justify the 
soul before God» He takes up and argues two 
important points:-^ the nature of the righteous- 
ness and liie instrument by which it is received. 
With regard to the first, he declares it to be 
" the righteousness of God." Yen 21, 2^. As' 
we have enlarged upon this point in another 
chapter, we dismiss it now with but one ob- 
s^rvatioQ^^notbing but the " righteousness of 
God" can justify a soul in the sight of G6d.~ 
It ^^Ist not be the righteousness of Angels, nor 
the righteousness of Adam, nor the nghteous^ 
ness g( Moses— it must be the righteousiiess 
of God in our nature. Away with every other 
refoge—- away with every other covering; and 
let not the reader dream of entering with ac- 
ceptance into the presence of a holy and heart 
searching God, clud in any .9ther rjffhtfpi»^?^eaf . 
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than Dial which the ^adorable Imiuaniiel wroi^hl 
out. In thia rightc^usaaps d^e beUevi^g aiimer is 
MffSt^ ^xid 89fe for ever. Take hi«i for a mQi»£Dt 
oi4 pf this righjteoua^aftB, wd he is )aet» and lost 
£pr ever I 

TTie iMstruviefU by which this Divine rightepjois- 
neas is received, is the second point ^tahlifihed hj 
this conclusive argument ^ the .A{U3stle« He 
clearly proves it |x> he pt faith. Thus; — 
" Even the righteousness of Gpd whi'eh is ^ 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all aod upon all them 
that beli^^" Ven 23, And in vcr. 85, " Wht^n 
Gpd hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood/' How perfectly, do^ this 
staten^eot of the instrument or fnediuffi by whi^ 
the blessings of pardon and justification are re« 
ceived into the soul, harmonize with every other 
portion of God's Word- Thus^ for instance, " By 
Him aU tl^at believe are justified J&'om al) th^igs." 
A^^ts xiU- 3d. " jBelifive in the liord Jeana Chrisft 
and then sbalt be sf^ved*" Acts jvi. 31. " God 
80 loved the world that He gave his only be;go|ten 
Son, that wh9soever believeth in Him ahonld ^ 
peri^^ but have everlasting life*" John isl. 1$». 
" And as they went on their way, they came unto 
a certain water : and the eumich said, See# ber^ is 
water, what doth hither ;ne to be baptized i And 
Philip said> If thou Mievesi with all thine he^. 
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thon miayest. And he answered arid said, t heli&6e 
tiiat Jesus Christ is the Son of (jrod/* Acts vffi. 
36, 37.' O see, disconsolate sonl, the freeneste 6f 
the ^ft. "To him that helievetJi" hot to him 
that worketh, not to him that deserveth, not 
to the worthy, but " to him that hetievetk,** 
•• Wtere is hoasting then ? It is excluded. By 
what law ? Of works ? Nay ; but by the law of 
faith, "therefore we conclude that a man is jus- ' 
tiiied ^ faith (in Christ) without the deeds of the 
iiw." • ' 

iLet not, however, the subject oi faith be mi«f- 
understood. "Wrong views, views contrary to 
God's "Word, and inimical to the soul's spiritual 
peace, may be entertained by the seeker of sal- 
vation. There is a danger of giving to faiths 
precious and important as it is, undue promi" 
nence. We may djeify faith. We may convert it 
into a Bavimr* Substitute it for Christ, the great 
Object of faith. Where this is the case, let not 
the seeking soul wonder that it finds not peace. 
Any thiiig, even if it be the blessed production of 
the ^Eternal Spirit of God, which takes the place 
of Christ, which shuts out Christ from the soiil, is 
dangerous. In the great work of salvation, 
Clirist inust be every thing or nothing. From ** 
Him'solety," from Htm entirely, from iftm ex-.. 
clttfeively, must pardon and justification ' be 
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dnwa. WJiAtover tken liaes tetwaea jbbe bovI 
and Gbrist-^wbAtcfror wo»)d tend to natisfy ibe 
SQiilL ksk Im •absence'— ^bateirv woqld take k^ 
ylace in tbe atiSiectioiiB, m\mt lie sozrendered. . i« 
itiaa tipe fluckiiig out pf A^h^ey^i |t isw^'be 
ykUed. b k a« libe ousting ^ of p^griglit liiugidi? 
klfc it go. CUurist in ]^'GedJb«|id.€]pkri«t.,iii bm 
hammt^, Cbrki in hia gre^H^md $p[iMihe4.«^k» 
Chriil i» hi^ i»ediatM4 6iiiNw* mHft l^ «B 
in dl to the eion^r* 

Now> thia making a Qaist of faith, this^ ^bv 
atitiitiQg 0f the iimtnmmU. for ^^ gm^ 0}>je^< is 
Ijie (danger of iv^h we -eautioii the eonlc seeldng 
lor sftlyafcion. On this point w^ €W^xst b^ to^ 
.eanieBt, or too ^j^}kiU Xhe matter ctf n^iiBii^n^'e 
standing before God* the method oi the, sonlV 
Aooeptance of Ghrint* Are jaaowccit^ttf tbenw*.- ^t 
IB of tbe utH^eet imp$Hl^wiae IJbaft noneBhoidd-be 
efttiflfied with owd^ m^ abaenre yiav^ W#!S9 
tiien« 4[hAil Iftith is not the eonroe of ^aBl<9»ti^ 
pnaee io the «q«1. imt jtte muve ^slfucw^i 
Ike simple ^anod thi^migb <^/«Aiieh li)9.Atoi»^9PQent^ 
vith b» attfittdiMnt btesiings* is jem'ffii b|r .t^M^ 
nspenting simier. It le AOt ttbe SiWnimr^ J^ 
the wtmment by which ^at Saviour is.]KiaQif(fA» 
U is not tiie Fountain, but the cbnntwl Ihimg^ 
which, liiat lotmtain AemB. U k notHftr h^9^ 
nor ibo i^jiteensiieas of Gtarist but th«. .^y^ 



that looks at both. In itself, fit j^oeseBses nxi' 

intiinBic elBcftcj^. It hftft no beaKtig*, p€sce^ iffl* 

jfartiBg*' power. It ifi^ efii€aeloi», it is healing, 

it is {>eace, spieakiiig' a« it leadcs and only as 

it lctt<fe,^<ilke sool-tb ^sttfti to-kis healings— peoeei' 

spe^Aifig'lMood. Am) wfist is*tikat hanging badtv 

tMt Ifiij^n^g, t^ait wail^^g fe^ mef e faMxt fin* 

strtmger faith, ^e^o^' ihe sotil clbees i^ with 

Christ'; ^>HM' ir-lt, Iraft mMnp a? Slwiour qfjkiik ? 

It 18 not grent £EEit6r that savea ^e bool; it 

is iiot alroiig' faiths that pa)*don» and jmtifies 

it. It ^ weak' Mh, anifdl feiOi, *«'k)oking*ttato 

Je^lm^^ m a ri^h, a> Ml, an- ablo and' wiUkig 

9«^oni-. *«1i& that office of- fskiStiy" in tho word* 

Off an oM^ WMm, i» to reemve fVom, and- not 

brioj^ to- Christ, unloes it be wants emd^ wvalcw 

noss, HI and hell d^servinga, mtk wdtHoat nnlalwr^ 

atid'Ollligat^tfna'to pumehmoBta wUhoat ewi. Of 

aO 'th^ graeee^ of ^ie Spiif^, Hikb ie' the moat 

etfptyygj aooordfaglf goea- etapfy, poor and bb>< 

dl^eiHf td'Cfariai; other fpracea brings soaethmgi 

aMPi^fe along w^l^iom ; • whet«ea» Halth bringa 

neMidig to Christ bat a naked' back* As m 

nMtnv^the hand and the month are> holAk of themi 

a^lttpt^^to reeei^, the'Onc^ m gkt^ the othar food; 

864 fidtb adiq^tsd tolook, toi^eaeii^, iaid'todoser 

w)^ tho'^Lord J^gcub C^irist; and, bawing* w^ 

cei¥e^lliin, to redKae all tbM^SNnfutore ttodYOs^ 
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kfvMcli we- are perstiad^ to^ k\fide Wfth^flTra, 
•ad to Ibttow Hna ; so ^at ^attB in the basiii^s 
of jaetifioatioB before God is not to be cdtfsidered 
aajE'^Mrking, bst « a reeeiving grace, tbi^giiit 
,ia both» and sows in tears of godly sovttyw, and 
ci$9r]iBhf love; but its first "and great^bttsfoete is 
»witti the person asd nghteobsfi^ss of Ghr»t, par- 
ticularly to receive the Atonement." ' - 
* It 18 delightfiil to traee tb^ mSeeeat eSfc&ibiiions 
€d. finth which the Holf Okost has presented to 
CAir view ia his own Ward, And fie^ si^ettA 
to ha^ thtts spread them out befdi« tts,>^ii(t the 
ever- varied and vailing okroumfttances of life 
saints of God, may be adequately nMt. In 'Mine 
aectione of his word, he has presenteMd tO'ou)' 
viewa atnrdy characters, impressed with the' li* 
Bfttments of a slxcmg, gigantic iaith* - ^ ' 

for exampb;— lliat was strong ibi^ in ^the 
oefttaidoii, when he said, " LorI, I am >a6t wiMfHi^ 
tib&t than shouldest comje. under n^ f«o(:^ but 
spask the word only» «nd my aervfltttbghaHbe 
hMkd." Matl. ^vui. 8. That was gveat 
hibited in the case of the woman of G^naan, 
9t the apparent repulse of the Messed Lorcfe froold 
Uits n9 denial, but met his seeming objeotioD/by 
Sluing, " Trath, Lord : yet the dogs eat of tiu^ 
cniMbswhi^^£iQmtbdrmaflb^'» table* TbeO'^ 
J^sus a&swered, and. said unto her, '^ O wobubi,, 



grept ia (hj^./S^oth: be^ it^ uoto thee even as thou 
wilt." Matt, XT. 27, 28. . That too was tftron^ 
faith iu Abrabaqa, who oo^d take his son^ his 
oiily 80D» his son whom he loved, and offer luxn 
up at God's biddings JVnd, to mention no'mo», 
.that wai} strong, unwavering faith in Job» who 
cpnld sajr» '' though. He slay me, yet will I troBt 
in Him." 

Bat on.the othor hand» the Holy Ghost presents 
to the view some oC the weakest exfaibitioils of 
faith* in. order that no dear child <^ God, reposiiig 
by Aimple reHanee on Christ, mighl^ despaii'. 
That waa feMe faith which the leper exercised 
when he said, "JLiord if thou ttTtV^ thou eanst 
make me clean." Matt viii. 2. Here was no 
donbttng^ of Christ's a^i/t/y-^the only point he 
seemed to question was,. his willingness to deanse 
hjin. : Thai was faith of the same feeble dia- 
ra0b^» exercised 1^ the father who brought fa^ 
^ild poaaessed of a dumb spirit to Jesus, to he 
difipoaaassfidt with the request thus couched-r 
" If Ibo* otuui dp any thing, have compassion on 
ua. and help us/' Mark ix. 22. In this case* 
Chriat'^ wiliiuff»ess was fully believed, his abUit^ 
miy doidited. And yet, in both cases, the one 
that doubted his willingness, and the other that- 
donMed his ability, Christ mazufested his oom*> 
ptOTtaiffTj and aaawered their request. Let no 
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aiudoas, seeluiig sotd dien, hang l)ack froBs Je$as, 
because of the wedtneea &i its* fMth^ It i9ay be 
small fiaith; it may be smaH m itfi degree^ and 
weak in its exbilntton, yel it is <* precia9» faith, 
yea, "like preeioas fidth'' with Abmham and Job, 
and an the Prophets and Apostles. If it he fiB^th, 
however smaH, it yet is *' >the^feith-of Clod's el^, 
it is of the mighty opetatioii of the Holy Ghost, 
and though fed)le, yet^ if it (tir^cta itc^f&ye 4)ttt of^ 
and off of itself, sim^dy t6 Jesusy Ifliait l^inglie 
glance shall sweep.flie ooe«n hAatas- oi his»;loYe 
in the sc^. Only let th^ dear feadftrl^^jK ia 
mind, that fattk is net C^Hst, mid- ctm^ nevfr be 
a substitute for Him* 

Pass now to the consideration of those kindred 
passages which declare the salvation of the- dinner 
to be an act of mere grace. The retAet will 
bear in mind our simple definition of fraeei It 
means God's unmerited favo\ir to* dmieraw. It 
implies no worthiness whati^ver in the 'oveatnie. 
This is the glory of the gospel. ** By ftfaoeiag^je 
saved through faith; and that not of yomradirea: 
it is the gift of God. Not ai works lest ally smdi 
should boast." Eph. ii. 8, 9. ^ Now t6 him tliet 
worketh— (O mark his expressions!) is tke re- 
ward not reckoned of ^irace, but of debt. But to 
him that worketh not, bat beKeveth on Him ^kkt 
lustifieth the ungodly, his feith is counted for 
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rig!iteo<i6n«a»/' RonaMiV!. .4» Or, . " Therefore it is 
of feitli, than it- iniglll be by grtice'' Ver. 16, 
** And ' if- by praa, then i^ it no more of works : 
otbenf«4fte grace is no more grace* But if it be 
of worics, then is it no mpre grace : otherwise 
work is ho more work/' xi. 6. What language 
can possibly estabitsh the doctrine of the freeness 
of the AtDtionent. more cpnclusively thaa this ? 
See the force of the Apostle s argument. It lies 
herei if there be ought of merit in the creature ; 
if the works of the sinoer are the grounds, even 
partially so» on which salvation is bestowed, then 
tiie reward^ or the blessing, is not a free gift, but 
the discharge of a debt. A debt, let it be borne 
in mind, dae from God to the sinner ! And 
in consequence of his merit, in consequence of 
his worioK, pardon and justification are thus made 
6ver to him] What doctrine can be more awful 
than thn? what more opposed to God*s Word ? 
And yet the doctrine that teaches me, that I may 
preaeat myself before the Holy God with some 
^megg of my own --some price in my hand, 
'Mnething to merit God's forgiveness, is this 
if<97> doctrine* - Survey again the Apostle's argu- 
nenl; if there be ong^t of n^erit in the creature, 
if : ife be* so much as the raising of my hand, 
ailvMlikxi is liot of yi«<^,^the Atonepi^nt is npt 
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free; and God, we tfecrfH^ t^Mle we Vrlte it, 
€k)d becomes tlite sitihef 6 dWf/or / ' ' ' ' 

The Atonement itself precftides A idea of 
human merit, and, from its very naittfe, pro- 
tlait!iiB that it is /fee. Consider tlie grandeur 
bf the Atonement; contemf^te Its coStliiiess. 
Ineamaie Deity — perfect obedieTrce^spotiess purity 
'•^Unparalleled grace and love-^acnte and nlyste^ 
rims " sufferings — wondrous death -^resiarecium, 
ascension, and intercession of the' Saviour, f£ 
conspire to constitute it tlie most august tecri- 
fice that could possibly be offered. And shaD 
there be aught in the sinner to merit tlds sa- 
crifice ? Shall God so lower its dignity, under- 
rate its value, and dishonour Himself as to barter 
it to i^e sinner ? And if God were so dispofied^ 
what is there in the sinner that could purchase 
it? Wherie is the equivalent, where the price? 
" Alas !" is the exclamation of a convinced soul, 
•* I ata a spiritual bankrupt ; I lost every thing in 
my first parent who fell ; I came into' fbe w^Mfd 
poor and helpless ; and to the sin of my nature, I 
have added actual transgression of the most ag^ 
giravated character— I have nothing to recom^ 
mend me to the favour of God^I have na'claitn 
upon his mercy -I have ho price with wbich 
to- purchase it, and if redemption is BOf fi^. 



wjthoa^jmoi^, 9|i4 wpldK^iiti pd^, I am undcme^V 
The very costUn^sf tkeo of tlie Alaneaa^t put^ ^ 
l)^a^ ill pncew and 8tenp» it witk mfimte 
fr«eneii9«. . , . i 

. The rgreat .ffotcrc^ of^theAtoDem^nt $tampjs k^ 
faeam9S, . What • is that eource ? The heoH f^ 
Qqpi The,Ataaep^ent> with all the Uesauigp 
it;iATplye«r o^jgioated in the very heaxt of Jetior 
ysik. .Where, oould the- thought elae have m** 
^nafedf of safing a ,gni}ty worldj and Mviiig 
it ia wch a «vay and at aueh a aacrifice? It 
WiBS. a.Atapeodaua thought-^even that of saviqg 
-7-of iBh^wiog, mercy to rebeltiouB mant The have 
idea of exercising low towards the ^i|K>8tate nice# 
waa in .itself so mighty* that God aloae coald 
have conceived it. But when the plan ^ «a/- 
viUfpA is viewed— *when the method of merqf is 
contemplated^ when the sacrifice, ** the price ef 
jjp^dop " is weighed — ^that sacrifice, his only he^^ 
gistten and well-heloved Son — that price, his own 
SDOSt precious hlood. O the grandeur of the 
thongbt I It was fit only to have originated with 
God| and is in every view, worthy of Himself 
JVom what other and higher sonrce then« oonld 
.the Atonement have proceeded if not froifi the 
vary heart of God? And £rom his heart it 
did proceed. And not more freely dof a the' snn 
pour forth its streams of light, and not more 

o2 
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fnAy do9B tiieaur Ia^ withi ks. n^jefibi^g ii7« 
tf aenee,' and not more freely 4oeg the >o€eaa l^illow 
Iseaw, than the Atonement, flows ifrpm the heart 
6l God ! " God is love/' and tbe seat of that 
love is hJB heart. Towards b sinner standing 
In the righteonwess of bis Son, that heart is 
love» all love, and nothing but love. ;Not an 
nnkind thought lodging there< Not « repulsive 
feeling dwdling there-*sll is love, and. love of 
the most tender character. Yea, we d^e alfirm, 
that towards his chosen pec^le, tiiere never has 
been, and there never will be one thought of 
unkindness, of anger, of rebuke in the he^t of 
Grod. From eternity it has been love-*-through 
time it is love, and on through eternity to come, 
it will be love. " What ! are not their afflictions, 
their chastisements, the rough and thorny path 
they tread proofs of God's displeasure ? Whst 1 
is tha^ individual loved of God whom, I see 
yonder, bearing that heavy and daily cross; 
against whom billow after billow dashes; to whom 
messenger aft^ messenger is sent^-whose gourds 
are withered in a night, and whose fountains are 
all broken in a day^whose person is diseased* 
whose domestic comforts are fled — ^who is poor* 
£peb}e> and dqotendent: what! is that individual 
Wowed' of God?" Go and ask that afliicted 
saiilt; > • Go ' and' ask • that cross*bearing disciple. 



Go said, ts^*ihBX efon kttd dt£ag\Aer ef disease 'antl 
penury— atid they ^11 tell' you ;— their Father'b 
dieatibgs Vitfi -them, are the most costly proofii 
of hid love. I^at instead of unkinduess in thM 
cross,' tfaeii^ W^ lov^ f instead of harshness' iii 
that rebuke, there was 'tenderness. And that 
nifheil He witiiered that gourd, and broke nji 
that cisftem.'and remdved that e&(rthly prop, and 
blighted that budding hope, it \ras but to pbot 
the tidebf his own love in the heart, and satia4!e 
the soul' with his goodness. O dear cross! O 
sweet affi(;tion ! O precious discipline ! thus to 
open l^e heart of God ; thus to unlock the trea* 
sury of his love; thus to bring God nigh to 
the soul, and ' the soul nigh to God. But to re<* 
turn to the subject. 

Let it'liot be forgotten that the Atonement had 
its origin in the heart of God. It folkma then 
that It must he free. To recur again to our Ulna* 
trations : — Does the sun need bribing in order to 
shine ? Does the wind need persuasion in order 
to blow? l>oes the ocean wave need argument 
ill order to roll ? Is the son-light purchased ? Is 
the air purchased ? Is the water that flows frdin 
the fountain purchased ? Not less free ia the 
love of God, gushing from his hearit and flowing 
doWn through the channel of the cross of Christ. 
to- tt poor, repenting; believing sinner;- yWi^bout 
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ifuvki^— ^nrflAaKl inerk». taiihmt loaeiief^ wiM#ai< 

wot merit it^ Eapmtauces do 2iDt merit iU TWv 
do not merit it. Faith ^oes not merit it« Piu-doo 
to the chief of simiers ;^orgiTCiim to the vfleat 
of tte Yiie ; ^^ the blottiiig oat fi sina of the 
dieepest dye ;«~the jnstificatkm aad ^oceptaace of 
tiie most miworthy ;-^idl»/i^^ «s the heart «f God 
Oui make it. Hne hangry and the thirsty, the 
poor and the penniless, the. weary tnd the hea^ 
bden may oome to tiae Goc^l ^roiasipQ* (or the 
heari ei God hids them wdicome. 

The objects contempUited in the i^»eoiid aad 
goiciotts design of the Atonement, estahlJAhes it$ 
perfect Jreeness heyond all qaesttoii* Who are 
they ? Are they spoken of as the worthy, the 
righteous, the deserving, the rich, the nohie.?-*-' 
The very reverse. They are sinners, tmg<MUy,:tm^ 
merthy* Let the Holy Ghost speak ;-^". To him 
that worketh not, hat beUeveth on Htm that ys^-* 
tifieth the ungodip, his faith is ooanted tor rig^epi 
oasoieas." Rom. iv. 5. " Whea we were y«ft 
without strength* in due time Christ died forJ^m 
unjfodfy^" " God oommendeth his love tawird 
00, in that* while we were yet sinners, Chri9t died 
£9r as." Verses 6, 8. Aad see how our hletaed 
Lord confirms this statement :«^" I am not come 
t«( oeU the righteous" (that is, the self-rightfious 
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->*^b8e "grfaiKifere^vil^kteoiiti inithetr own eBtioaii 
liinn-ttAtVl'desf&sed'Oth^s)' **hatm7ier8 to repe&%* 
asieift:'' Maltr ix. 18. * ** The friend of pubficaui 
and dnners," "was the charge these self-righteoiM 
brtynght ligftinst Him. • ^^-This is a fiuthful saying, 
amid ^myti^ df dl aeeeptatioa, (O listen to* iti 
reader^ it' is the deelaraitiiem of one who stylet 
inmibe^ Hie 'ehief of sinners,) that Christ Jesue 
oame into the woi^ to save smnera : of whom I 
am chief/* 1 Tim. i. 15. 

And who did He sftve when upon earth ? Were 
they the worthy or the most unworthy ?— were 
they 1^ righteous or sinners ? Let us examine. 
l\ike the case of Saul of Tarsus. His own de« 
soription of his previous character will certainly 
be believedi This it is-—'* which was before a 
Uaspli^nier* and a persecutor, and injurious." 
And, in detailing before Agrippa the nature of 
his^ persecutions of the Christians, be says, *' And 
I^nishtd them oft in every synagogue, andcom^- 
pelled them to blaspheme ; and being exceedingly 
mad agaiinst them, I persecuted them even imto 
striinge iotiesr." Acts xxvi. 11. And yet SanI of 
'FUrsos* " obtained mercy"— and why ? He him* 
tfdf rtfplies*-^' that in* me -firsts Jesus Christ might 
shew fbrtin all kHig-^suffering.^r <r pattern to them 
who should hereaftei? believe on liim'to life ever «^ 
kMiiig." Ht Tim. i. 16. . M Saul of-Tai»i» then, 
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obtmned mercy* -^-obtuned it itt ftctancrras « eiii^ 
ner of the devest ^^^obtdned k faU^r freelj^ 
aside from all hmnaii merit, penitent reader^ so 

It woidd eaqpand befond otr* intended limits, 
this Tolaine, trere we to addnoe eviery pcosninent 
case of eonTersioik reeorded -m the New - Testa- 
ment as illttstnitiiig ihi^freeness of 4te Atonement* 
The reader is rei|uie8ted to ongist. God's Word and 
turn to the eases of Zaooheus, the Flulippian 
Jailer-^the Woman of -SamariaH^Marf Ms^dar 
lene» and the Thief upon the otoss. Let loam 
examine mintttcfy these several instanoas, and 
ascertain if there Was axlgfat of :worthiiiM»»» of 
dahn, of previous fitness, of price, in thes^ indi** 
.vidaak» wherefore they obtained mercy; b«t ^ 
the eontrary* if they" were rtotxMttgodly^taiKightfsiil^ 
mnar^j^^si&ners of the most unworthy Jeind. 

Let us attempt the cp^yeatiiaffii of- this euliiett 
to the case of the ^lutiaitt* tsfwJHii^ readmrn^O 
whose eye this paj^ may unfold itsdC To anok 
we observe/-— • - . - • 

First : ^The lamkig Uood cf Ckmd ^OMeam a 
pta^doinkg ^ffkacy. We will aupposie that you ha^ 
been convinced of tfads.caardinal troth,; thitt God ia 
Wy; and from the rety neeesaity of bis-oatiare, 
«annot but hate sin;. Habak. i< 13. WewiUtaiqH 
pose tooj thi^ yon have been iwoo^t' by: .the 



Btennd^piiit' t» theideapcooBciamiiefls of f^nx 
utter- ' sinftiliieBsu Tkat) < cdiLvifieed of haviiig 
brokeb, and in In^akn^^ of hamig incurred the 
penalty of God*s holy law, you are looking wist^ 
fdly aroimd yciu for aome efiectnal, remedy for 
the wcnmd^ 'some aiim shelter hem the «tonn, 
some' city of refuge to Bereem you from the 
ivfengep cff >hk>bd. <0/ then, what tidings are 
here! Thirdugh tkb hlbod <^ Chri«t, God, the 
holrf|iGf^, -^the G6d against whom you have 
sktrHttd; and ^hese- wcath yon jastiiy dread, can 
pardofti^lall youar sins, blot oat -all yottr transgrea* 
aiDbSf-aod lake from yon the temMr> of a guilty 
conaexence.' O what news ia this I Do you doubt 
it? Da yon look incH-edolouB at the declaration 
of a trtitii/ BO amazdjig ? We know it ■ is an amazing 
ftet, that God should pardon 8in» and that He 
should 'ipardto it too, through the Uood of his 
dear Sony yet take his own word as .a full oon* 
^malMm of this stupendous fact, and doubt no 
morev-^" 31he blood of Jesa^ Chitet his Son» 
clean»eth us from all sin/' 1 John u 7. O yes, 
^Uessed declaration I it deameth us from ali 
ain^-kf' all maimer of sin.'* We a$k not haw 
heavy the weight of guilt that rests upon you. 
We Mk not how wide tbe territory over whiish 
yttttr ein» bave extended. We inquire not h^w 
akany their aoimbeir, or how jaggrovated %}mr 



156 vmamnnt «r vii» ATmv«iiiitf . 



■■tore, or how deep Hidr die; >f9e meet ^ii,'|Q9t 
at yoa are, with God's own declaration^ ^ the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from tSt *^n/' 
Many there are who can testify to ASs troth. 
''.6adi were some of yoa," say^ the Apos%, 
when writing to the Corinthian converts, who 
had been fornicators, idolators, adulterers, effemi* 
nate^ thieves, covetoas, drunkards, reviters; extor- 
tioners, " such were some of you, but je ate 
washed." 1 Cor. vi. 9 — 11. In whirt: had they 
washed? — where were they cleansed? They 
washed in the " fountam opened to the house of 
Daridy and the inhabitants of Jerusitlem, for sm 
and undeanness." To this fountain they came, 
guilty, vile, black as they were, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleansed them from all sin. Mourn- 
ing soul, look up,-^the Fountain yet is open, and 
open too, for you. Satan will seek to close it-*' 
unbelief will seek to close it — yet it is ever run- 
ning, ever overflowing, ever free. Thousands 
have plunged in it, and emerged, washed, sanc- 
tified, and savted. To this Fountain David, and 
Manasseh, and Saul, and Peter, and Mary Mag- 
dalene, and the dying Thief, and millrons more, 
oame, washed, and were saved, and yet it has lost 
nought of its sin-pardoning, sin-cleansing efficacy; 
full and free as ever ! O, say not that you are 
vile, say not &at you are too unworthy ! Vou 



f»ll«W«8f pF ' WB ArsmmiBM'w. 157 



tfOfy sU^d i^< from Jts ^nr^ijc^ iookiiig at y onr 
fitness, looking at yoHr pov;erty, but Hstea while 
we declare that, led aa. you have beea by the Holy 
Sfont to £Bel yoar vileue^s, for just such thia pt e« 
c^lKaJilood- wa3 jsbedv thk ooatly Foimtttn was 

„ .We can tell you of one* who, in her deep aoiv 
row for sin w^as brought to Uke extreme of mental 
9ilgQiali« Despairing of mercy* «md anxioua t« 
^jxkicipat^ the. worst of her punishment, she re** 
solved, when none should be near her, to termi- 
p>ate. her li^» and go> reeking. with her own blood, 
to^ the, bar of God. The Searfol op}iortanity pre»» 
scented itself. The door was fastened, the knife 
prepared, and she fell on h^ knees to accomplish 
the,aii^ .deed. At the moment her hand. was 
j^fligei, to give th^ fatal, stroke, these words caine 
to ,Jier min.d with oyer^hehning. power ~ " The 
Uood. pf Jesus .Christ his Son deanaeth ns from 
a)I mf" . Her arm fell motionless at her side« tlie 
wtea^on dropped froni. her comvulsedgnuip, and 
ahia exclaimed in a. transport of xdief, ' If the 
UQQfl of Qirist. Jesus cleansetb from all ski, then 
^Ijjiy not mine too ?" She arose — her fatal pujBr 
pose was broken — her perturbed spirit was calmed^ 
a|id her heart drawn out in prayer to God. On 
tb)e following Sabbath she hastened to the boose 
of God; and to her astonishment tke, iiskiist^ 



annoniiced as hie teict — " The Uoc^ af J^ras 
Christ his Son^ deanaeth us Irom j^ 3m." The 
Holy Spirit completed the work 90 gracioaslj 
begun in her soul* The hloo4 of Christ was 
ai^ed to her conficienoe ; and from the terror 
^nd gloom of sin* she passed into the swashiive 
of Go(i*s full and free forgiveneas. Aiixious soul« 
you too may come. Why ]y>t you ? True, you 
are unworthy, true, you are poor and penniless: 
so was this individual, yet she " obtained mercy" 
^^-mut tc^Ay 110^ you P 

Second, ^/i( is peoce-apeakia^ bfood. It not 
only procured peace, but» when applied by the 
Holy Spirit to the conscience* it produce,9 peace 
<^it gives peace to the soul* It imparts a sense 
of reconciliation. It removes all slavish fear «! 
Gody aU dread ei condemnation, and enitbles the 
sold to look up to God, not as ** a consuming 
fire," but as a reconciled God^^a God in covi^ 
nant. Precious peacenspeaking blood, flowii^ 
from the '* Prince of Peace !" Applied, to your 
heart, penitent reader, riven asunder .as it may 
be with godly sorrow, it shall be as a balm to the 
wound. Sprinkled on your conscience, burthened 
as it is with a sense of guilt, you shall hav^ 
f beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,^' 
^t is peace^^peaking blood. 



- Third ; ft U through ^ntfUy Miemn^y that the 
blood of Christ thus shds pardon and peace 
upon -the conscience. Forget not this. •* Only 
believe," is all that is required. And this faith 
is the free gift of God. And what is faith ? ** It 
is looMng unto Jesus.'^ It is simply going out of 
yourself and taking up your rest in the finished 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is faith. 
Christ has said that, ** whosoever cometh unto 
Him, He will in no wise cast out :" that ** He 
saves to the uttermost all that come unto God by 
Him; that he died for sinners, and that he 
saves sinners as sinners; the Holy Spirit working 
faith in the heart, lifting the eye out of, and 
otf of the wound, and fixing it on the Lamb of 
Gou, pardon and peace flow like a river in the 
soul. O ! stay not then from the gospel-feast, 
because you are poor, penniless, and unworthy. 
"Why starve and die, when there is bread enough 
In your Father's house and to spare. See the 
provision how full ! see the invitation how free I 
see the guests," the poor, the maimed, the lame, 
the blind! Come then to Jesus just as you 
are. We stake our all, on the assertion that. He 
mtt welcome you, that He will save you. There 
is too much efficacy in his blood, too much . 
compassion in his heart for poor sitmere — to 
reject you, sueing at his feet for merey. Then 
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look up believer, and you shall be saved, and all 
heaven will resound with hallelujahs over a sinner 
saved by grace ! ... 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE ATONEMENT. 
TfaE TRIED BELIEVER COMPORTED. 

''We have not an High Priest that caanot be ioached 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin." Heb. iv. 15. 

Could we draw aside, for a moment, the 
tiun veil that separates us from the glorified 
saints, and enquire the path along which they 
were conducted hy a covenant God to their 
present enjoyments, how few exceptions, if any 
should we find to that declaration of Jehovah, 
*' I have chosen thee in a furnace of affliction." 
Isa* xlviii. 10. All would tell of some pecuhar 
cross ; some domestic* relative, or personal trial 
which attended them every step of their journey; 
which made the vale they trod truly "a vale 
of tears," and which they only threw off when 
^ spirit, divested of its rohe of fleshi fled 
where sorrow and sighing are for ever done 
away. God's people are a sorrowful people. The 
first Qtep they take in the Divine life is con- 
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Duected with teara of godly sorrow ; and aa thsf 
travel on, sorrow and tears do bat track their 
steps. They sorrow over the body of sia which 
they are conipeiled to carry with them; th^ 
sorrow over their perpetual proneness to departs 
to backslide, to hve below their high afid holy 
calling. They mourn that they moum. so little^ 
they weep that they weep so little; that over 
too much indwelling sin, pver so many and so 
great departures, they yet are found so seldom 
mourning in the posture of one low in the dust 
before Gon. In connexion with this, there v^ 
the sorrow which results from the needed. cTis- 
cipline which the correcting band of the Fjather 
who loves them, almost daily employs. * For, 
in what light are all their afflictions to be viewed* 
but. as so many correctivesi so muph diacipliiie 
employed by their Gon in covenant* in order to 
make them ''partakers of his holiness." Viewed in 
any other light, Gon is dishonoured, the Spirit is 
grieved* and the believer is robbed of the . great 
spiritual blessing for which the trial was sent. 

There is something so remarkable in the words 
of the Holy Ghost which we have qi^oted, that 
before we enter more fiiUy into the discussion of 
our subject, we must again call them to the 
reader 8 mind. The passage is, ''I have chosen 
thi^^in the furnace of affliction.'* With, what is 



ffie I3ivin6 Willi sis stated in these words, con- 
nected, respecting the afflictions of the believer ? 
Is ft with the circumstances of time ? Is it since 
they were brought into existence that God de- 
termined upon the circumstances that should sur- 
round' them,' and the path they should tread? 
Otiof' 'f}cLe trying circumstance, the heavy af- 
fliction dtand^ connected with the great and 
glorious' doiJtrine of Gon^s eternal, sovereign and 
unconditional election of his people. They were 
*• ch<men in the furnace," chosen in it before all 
time — chosen in it from all eternity. Chosen 
in it, when He set his heart upon Ihem, — en- 
tered into an everlasting covenant with them, 
End took them to be his "chosen generation. 
Hid' royal priesthood, his holy nation, his peculiar 
people." O, thus to trace up every affliction 
that comes from God to his eternal choice of his 
people. To see it in the covenant of grace. To 
see it connected with his eternal purpose of 
salvation. Thus viewed in connexion with has 
eiemai love, in what a soothing Hght does it 
^Istce the <larkest dispensation of his providence. 
* But, there is another thought in the passage 
equally blessed, '*I have chosen thee,"— in what?. 
In prosp^iity ? No— In the bright summer's day? 
No. In the smooth and floweiY paths of worldly 
comforts? No. "1 have chosen thee w if Ae/uiimce 
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thia acGordng t^ oiur ppor fieite tdsos of hant 
aad tenderne83 ? O no I H«d w^ boea left to 
chooae our own p«th» to mark oQt our «wa w«fv 
it bad been a Ieu- different 4Hie trom tiuft. W« 
sbould never bave tboai^ktof afflietion.aa a namnt 
o£ blessing. But God's thon^ts are bigger llun 
our tbougbtsv and His ways abore our wnysk 

Oar great object in tbis W(M:k <b«s becft, to 
keep prominently and distinctly befiyrp Ibe tniiMl 
of tbe reader, tbe absolute necessity of. mperii 
mea/a/ religvcm. Witboat tbis ire bane nhitwH 
tbatf all gifts and knowledge, and p toteanAta wei« 
worse than i^ortbless, Tbat if tbe ^race-W Oo» 
be not in tl^e bsart, ike trntb of God ttcrelf 
settled in tbe nnderstaadiag, as to all holy, funao* 
tioal porposesy would avail a asaa notbiDg. ' Httrii&g' 
expatiated upon tbe necessity and ntisre'tif i^av 
perin^ental reUgk)n, togetber witktbegreat Attbar 
of tbe work, it seems appropriaite tbat ike iteadtr 
now be l^d to a consideration of tbat metfaad wbiidi 
a good and covenant God frequently eiifiloyB) 
yet furtbier to de^>en bis gracious wiork in tfe 
beart of bis dear obild-— to try its cbaract^ test 
its ^genuineness, and briog tbe soul niore Adly 
into a personal experienoe of tbe tnitb. This 
metbod it will be shewn^ is tbe sam:ii/M tUsei* 
plmfi of the cQvenoML 
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•the v«fy 'ibiftiom seen in tMB method of in- 
stmotidfi, proves its-divifie origin. Had the be- 
lierer bete left to form his own school, adopt his 
owQ plan of instruction, ehoose his own discipline, 
and even select his owii teacher, how different 
woidd it have been from God's plan. We should' 
nefcV hjive conceived the idea of such a mode of 
instructi^,' so unlikely, according to onr poor 
wMottiy to i<gdure the end in view. We should 
havethought that the smooth path, the sunny path, 
th^ jpjpous pa^ would the soonest conduct us 
inla the ^Smiiesaf the kingdom of grace -^ would 
more MI7 dsvelbpe the wisdom, the love, the 
tanddiMsar and sympathy of our blessed Lord, 
and taid more decidedly to our weanedness from 
tbeworld> our cmciixion of sin, and our spiritual 
aiid Qiireserved'devotedness to his service. But, 
'^ my khoiBgbta are not your thoughts, neither are 
yQiiT'fi&yft my ways, saith the Lord. For as 
the'.heavtfis are higher than the earth, so are my 
wir^ Mgltnet than your ways, and my thoughts 
th«» yqiir thoii^hts." Isa. Iv. 8, 9. 

Sion is* the believer f idly convinced of the wis* 
dom o£ <6od'a method of procedure, untH he has 
boanl^roiightr in a measurey through the disctplme. 
Until the rod has been removed, the an^y waves 
have .BiAsided, and the tempest <^ud has passed 
away. Then, reviewing the chastisement, minutiely 
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examiohig ka jMvfft and -its oaiito»-**^the stifeps 
tbat ted to it,-*7tbe drain of providenoefi in ^hieh 
it farmed a moeM. importaofe ]i»k,«^aiid tndsl of 
all, surveying the nch e^Tenant: Uessiiigs. it 
brought with it,— the weanedness, the gentle- 
ness, the medcness, this patience, the spiritnality, 
the prayerfolness, the love, the joy; he is led to 
exclaim, " I now see the infinite wMom and 
tender nierc^ of my PaKher in thia adffittioa* 
While in the furnace I saw \k not,r«-^the Tiang 
of inbred corruptton^-^usiielkf aftdiucnEtlLavig^ 
of God darkened my Tiew, Tefled'^KHoa Hib erfe 
of my fidth the reason of the dbcipHne^^bUt funi 
I see why and w^refbre my cMrenart God. aad 
Father has dealt with me thus* I sea tiie aaatlbaH 
and adore the love of his mercifid prbo^oM*" 
It is our purpose to shew that, the palh^ laf- 
fli^bn along which the believer walks, »- Ihb 
path of Go9*a i^wn appoiatment^-and that^* walk* 
ing in this pathj ha eomes into the pMaotifan 
of rk^ and varied bleasings aot Ibud in 4aaf 
other. 

This is a truth mueh fbrgottea, eapetialliy/by 
the young ChristSim» who has justseitohtonhll 
pilgrimageh To his eye, noiw opened to thc-ikfaw 
¥^d into whieh grace has introdneed hiniHi^ 
seems fair and iovely» "The love oIluseiQiMmab^'^ 
is the one ttoaaof his inert; AH above^ bentedh 
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ai|fl«nMi&d hftti^ seeitis bul tlle^magft of hiB o\m 
joyous fediDg94 Hie ^sea unmffled; the skies un- 
clouded, tibe veasd nloving g«nfily as over a sum- 
mer- aea* and the hav^ran of rest fioll in view. 

**^ Tongue cannot expressy 
The sweet comfort and peace, 
Of a sool in its earliest love. ** 

He ^dnks ioikt tiiat AH,; no>w so fair» will soon 
oihaogew ' ^Rutt the summer sea will be lashed by 
angvjF liUlaKt,->**tlHi tbe sky wtl} look dark and 
tixretttening'^tbat the fragile barque will be tossed 
from bOlew tO' billow-M-asid that the port will be 
kaft to eigbt. How needAil then that this hn- 
portsat imtkt " thrwffh much trtkilation we must 
entoi tike kingdom,'' shonld be ever kept in vi^w. 

in- lookkig into God's Word, we find it fall and 
deeisire on this point. We have already com^^ 
ncttted* upon Isa. xlviii. 10. " Behold I hav« 
le&ttd thee, bat not with siher ; I have chosen 
Umc in dtt -Aimace of affiction;" There is yet 
another ronarkable declaration in Zech. ziii d; 
**Aaid I will bring, the thitd part through the 
iarte^ and will refine them as olver is refined, and 
wflltry them as gold ia tried." Our Lord's own 
tatuBony harmonazes with tfats declaration. '* In 
tbe wmrld ye siatt have iribukOUm," As though 
He.liad: eidd» ^ exjpect nothing lesa^-^ is a w<A>ld 



of sorrow, and while in it, ye shifl liaVe tiibil- 
ktion. It is yawr let. Tt is the w^ of my' tip- 
poHitmeiit-^it is the path I have * oifdain^d yotr to 
walk in— it is the path I have trod myself, "fti^ I 
leave you an example that ye should fbHow my 
steps. "In the world ye ^^iB/?'have'trlbnMtion, 
hut in me ye shall have peace.** And s6 tanght 
his Apostles. They went forth, confilthing the 
souls of the disciples, aiid exhorting ^th^ to 
continue in the faith, and that we must ' '' through 
much tribfdatUm, enter into the kingdom of God.'* 
Acts xiv. 22. 

From the declarations of God's Word, let us 
pass to consider the examples. The entire his- 
tories of the Old and New Testament saints, 
present to us a people " chosen in the furnace of 
affiiction." Paul enquires, **what son ^ is ihfere 
whom the Father chasteneth not?" He seems 
to throw out a challenge — 'where is the excep- 
tion to this principle of the Divine procedure ? 
Where is the child taken into God's &mily, 
where is the adopted son who has never felt the 
smartings of the rod, — whom the father chasten- 
eth not ?' More than this. Let it not be sup- 
posed that the feeblest of God's saints, •^ those 
who have the least measure of grace and strength, 
who find the ascent difficult, and whose advance 
is slow and tardy, are those whom the Lord 



moftt^reqi^eiMly aDd sharply afilipt9. O no \ la 
Iqokii^g i9tp the Word <)f tmth.--*in reading tiie 
memoira of God's api^i^nl «aiofB, . it will be fcuwid 
t)iat tboae inr^omHe bieaaed moat,— who wear» 
the vxwt diatiDgpuiahed for aome emineot gnue« 
of the^ Spirit, aosne mighty exploit of faith, aome 
great act of devote^neas, .were those whom He^ 
mQ9t deeply afflicted* " The branch that beareth 
fruity h^ purgetb it that it may bring forth more 
fruit/'-^Let the histories of Abraham, JaQob^- 
MQae!B> fFob^ and Dayid testify* Let Paul's thon^ 
in the flesh speak. And what is the testimony? 
that 9. the most eminent of God's samts mv the most 
afflicted. Their eminence grew oat of their af- 
flictioxis. .Like their blessed Lord, they were 
perfected through suffering. They became thua 
strong in faith, holy in life, close in their walk^ 
df^yoted ifi the service of their Master, by the. 
very, .discipline through which they passed They 
were eminently holy, because eminently tried« 

y^nd what was, the life of our adorable Lord } 
Any thing but exemption from suffering. Hia 
life ^^ one continuous trials From the momeni;* 
H^ ento'ed our world He became leagued wilk 
suffering. He identified Himself with it in ita. 
almost endless forms. He seemed to have b^ea 
born with a tear in His eye^ with a shaide of sad^/ 
i^aa on his brow. He was prophesied »»,./' a. 
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waa of sorrows, and fua^uawted y^ ffi^^' 
And, fron the inomeBt He touched tk« horizett 
of ovr earthy from that moment his ^ufiierisigB 
commenced. Not a smile, lighted up }m bexi^ 
Qoant^ance from the time of hje advent to Hia 
departure. He came not tp mdidgQ .'m 9^ life of 
tranquiUity and repose^ Ilf»^otu(a6 not to quaff 
the cup of earthly or of Dime swe^t^*r— |br ewen 
this last was denied Him. in the h<mr of hia -lin- 
gering agony on the (^oss« He oan>^ to aufier. 
He came to hear the ouriie> He <fan|e'|o:di;un 
the deep cup of wraths to i^^p, to'hle^j to di0. 
Om Saviour was a croiS'hearing Sav'u>^* Om* 
Lord was a svjfmng Lord. And was it to be 
expected that they who had linked thdr destmies 
with his— who had avowed themsejives bis dis- 
ciples and foUowers, should walk ia a path divfirse 
from their Lords? He Himself apeak$ of. tibe 
incongruity of such a division of ■i)it^:'e$ts*— s 
" The disciple is not above his master, not' the 
servant above hia Lord. It is enough) for ttie 
disciple that he be as his master, and'tlie;^en;imt 
as his lord.'' Matt, x^ 24, 25. There can h^ao 
Uae following of Christ as our exmmph» if we 
lose sight of Him as a mining Chmt^«n 
qfiifsted Saviour. There most be fellowship with 
Him In his sufferings. In order to enter A&% 
ax^ s]?mpathetiiQaQy into the ailu^iom fi^ his 
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pe^itt, H<^ stoopeid to- a body of sitfferiBg- 
Kke nixaxtkeri in order to have Bylnpathy with 
Olirifit in hiB sorrows^ ire mast in some diegree, 
fread the |>^Ui He trod. Here is one reasoti why 
He ordaitied, lihat along t^ns rugged path hin 
saints i^onld aJl jouhyey. They must be like 
their Loud. Hiey are one with Him. And this 
taeness can oiily eid^t where there is mutual 
symptttby. The <shiirch' tnbst be a crbss-bearing 
charoh. It mv^ be tn afticMi ehurch. Its 
great and glorious Head sought not, and found 
nbt repose here. This was fiot his rest. He 
turned his back uj^the pleasured, the riches, 
the luituries, and eVen th^ common comforts of 
thiis worMi preferring a 1^ of obscurity, penury, 
and suffering. His very submission seemed to 
imp&tt dignity to sufilsHng, deration to poverty, 
Md 'to invest with an air of holy sanctity, a Vtk 
0f ^fSCtfrity, want, and trial. 
• We arft Ito from considering the pfegeni posture 
of the chnroh, that of a cross«bearing church. 
tliei(^un3h has thrown off the cross. Her path 
woiddib« lesa smooth, llie world less her friend, 
und'she less the favourite olF the world, were this 
not the case. How can we believe that she ts 
^bearing the cross, when we view her trimming 
pdllcy, her eompvomifting character, her worldly 
oonfbrmftyi het effmts to catch ^e tain breath of 
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htuDan A{ipl»tt8&k her «^«^oblaiiiied importimcef, 
her heralded benevolenee, her tntnapKeted -feuaie, 
her sectarian badge^^the Mfwving^. of 'her treaBoo^ 
&B^, aad the shout of her shihbpielh?'*-*0 no! 
l^e bears not the erosa aa ist her^prioaitive daysw 
We fipeak not in a. tone of ii«^kind vebtthe. . We 
love the chureh unWeiiBaL WeloRfe all^and<kQow 
no dkstinction of name or sect-^who lovt the Lord 
Jeaaa in sincerity and in trath* -iUid dt ia this 
loye lye bear the whoAe ei/sct of.God* which, iaapels 
US to avow oar solemn conviction, jtha£ the. prtasnt 
is not the crasi-bearinff age .aS. the chnich. 
Tme> she ia extending her ccmq^e^ far and wide. 
True, she is sending the preaohed and the oalt 
word into almost everf acoessable part of '- the 
globe. True^ she is pouring in of her abimdaiioe 
into the treasury of the Lord ; yet with all .this 
seeming prosperity, the true piety lof the- chnrch 
may be exceedingly low, and there may eziat. in 
her bpsom evils» that call loudly for th^ ipoirr^ctr 
inghand of God. j . . , , . 

. We have ,see;B then* that o^ Messed Loe4 
sancti^ed, by his own submission, a life, of < anlr 
fering. And that all his £ollow9rs, if thf^y would 
resemble Him, must have fellowship with {lim 
ip .his sufferiogs. The apostle Paul seeoM to 
j^egard this in tliei light of a .^riv»fe^^. fVJFor 
u^^Ojyou," he says,. - it is g%v9H in hehaif of 
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.Ghnati not only to* h^Usfe vn Hioi) ^ tds» t^ 
stfffhrf&r k$Bsake.*' Phibp^. i. 3&. ft seem& too> 
to be i^guded as a patt of tbeir ctdHn^. ** F^H^ 
even' liereaoto i9^& ^^ oklled: because Ckritst ato6 
sufo^ lor us, leaving us an example, that fe 
sUuldftMw hi6 »r^." 1 Pet. ii. 21. Happy 
imil/be thai afflsoted child of i^od, who is led to 
«iew has Father's disbipHne ift the light ei a pfi^ 
vUege^ T<^ drink of the oup ^t Christ dmnk 
o6«^o be^r wskj part of the eross that He bore 
-«^to 'tread !» tiby measure the ptfth that He trod, 
IB aprivileg:e indeed* (HiiB is « distinction whieh 
aiBgels have nevcnr attained. Tl^ know not the 
konour of soiMng with Christ, of being made 
eonformable to his death. It is peculiar to the 
believe in Jesus. It is his prtmlege, his tuU' 

There is bften a severity, a grietfottsness in the 
^astisem^nts of our covenant God^ whidh it is 
it[iportant and essential to the end for which it 
was sent, not to overlook. ** Now no chastise- 
tiAent for "die present seemeth to be joyous but 
0rievbus** Heb. xii. 2. He who sent the chas- 
tisentent appointed its character. He intended 
that H should be felt. There is, we would so- 
lenmly remind the reader, as much danger In 
un(ierr(^i»g to in overrating the ditistisements of 
Crod, It is not uncommon to hear'some of Gbd*s 
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avtets romark* in thevefytn&d&t of Ms dealings 
with them, " 1 fed it to be no &r^s at all. 1 do 
notleelit an affliction*. I am not conscions of 
any} peculiar burthen/* Is it not painfol to h^ar 
such expressiona frem the iips of -a d^idir elrild of 
God ? It betrays a want, so to speak of spiritual 
sensUwenese-^B. deficiency of that t6hd0r, acate 
fipi^ng, which ought ever to belong to him who 
pugf^ses to hare, reposed on Jesds'S'bosohi. Now 
we solemnly behevc thattit is the' Lord** h<^ M^Jll' 
that his . chBd should feel th^ chastisement td ' be 
grievous. That tha smarting^ tj/t the ttod- should 
beJ5elt. Moses, Jacobf Job, David, Paul, all 
were ns^ade to eacdaiat, '* The Lord hath ^chastened 
mespre." 

There are many considerations which iteem to' 
add a grievousness to the chastisements of Gad. 
When it is remembered that our chastisements 
often grow out of our sin* That, to strbduei some 
strong indwelling corruption, or, to' correct lar- 
some outward departure, the rod is sent. ' This ' 
should ever humble the soul; tiiis Bh€M]id<e^%r' 
cause the rebuke to be rightly viewed. Thirty' 
w^^eit not for some atroug indwelling corruptioD, 
or sc»ae step taken in departure from Goid, th^ 
afiliction would have been withheld : O how should 
every stroke o£ the rod' lay the soal in the dust 
'^'^Im!^ jSod4 /* If God had not seen sin in my 



hearty, and, 8J£Q in my oulrward' conduct. He w6«dd 
not have dealt thus heavily -y^ith me,'* And where 
the grmtom^as.^i the chaatiBement is nGtfeit, is 
ther« not' reawn to suspect that the cau$e of the 
chaatiaement; has not been discovered and mourned 
over? 

. There ia the e^sideration too, that th« stroke 
comes /r^fti' ihe^ JFaiAerioho iov^ tts^ — loves us so 
w^ll»/ that )if the c^i^tisement were not needed, 
there would' not be a ifeaither's weight laid on the 
heart ol his cVldh Dear to him as the apple of 
hia eye^l would. He iolict those strokes, if there 
were not an absolute necessity for them ? '* What ! 
is it the Father who loves me that now afflicts 
me ? Does this stroke come from his heart ? 
What l.does my Father see all this necessity for 
this .gi^vous chastening? Does He discover in 
me spnuieh^evili so much perverseness, so much 
that. Ha hates and that grieves Him, that this 
severe , discipliae is sent ?'' . O how does this 
tho^^ht, tt^at the chastisement proceeds from the 
Father who loves- him^ impart a keenness to the 

strpJlQ^ 
Ajsdthan there is often something tn^lA^'t^fjir 

najtvre pf the ohasitiaeipent itself' that causes its 

griexQUsneEui « to be felt* The wound may be 

in .]lih& teodereat part. The> reibuke may come 

th/pngh ei99is>-idol'<of the* heart. God'ma^ cot'- 
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^rat* som^e i9f 'otir«4fiMcdfll bksttittgti kM soAitttfi 
%f ' tbe kfiteoefffc «€im)w. Hdvr oftto ^ees He, k 
the wisdomr a&d wver&gaty of iuB dei£o^, 
adopt this method; AbnJuan'i^ most rdoed bieM- 
iiig beottme'the canse of '.his iiaiiMit90nnMr«' Hie 
dwdtisement may come dirotigh the beldved fsatto. 
The veiy meh^ we daip t6 <oiir irarm hearts so 
fondly, may be God% vmee 16 <ttB» sp&tMng in 
the tone of severe, 3ret tender rebuke. Sanvoel, 
dear to the heart of ^i^ was Cbd'a soteMn voice 
to his erring yet beloved s&rvmat* 

Let no ftffliciled belkver; then,- think fightfy 
t>f his chastisetnedts. It bthe Lord' fil wffi 'diat 
he ishouM feel them. They were Bent ^fefr this 
{mrpose* If I did not feel the crose^f I 'wto 
ifot ebitsciotts of the burthen, if the w^nd 'Were 
not painMy I should never tidce it to thetaei^* 
seatj there to seek ail needed grace, support asd 
strength. The burthen must first be/efr before 
it is oast uplon the Lord, llie chastisethentt imist 
be fe^ to be ffriev6u», before the teuderntess vad 
eympathy of Jesua will be soaght. 

There is equal danger oi overrating our tcffiil> 
tioas. When they are a]k>wed too deeply to ab- 
sorb «8 in grief. When they unfit us for doty 
-u.keep us from walking in the "path Odd has 
toatked out for as— hoJd ua b«ck fiom prayer, 
iM frem the means of grace,— wiien they lead 



4iw :l6r think bardfy, apd .ejMaknbamhly .^ God, 
th^ we OiYBrratcf G^'6!clia8ticiQioeQt8» (Euad pireveiil; 
the gobd tibey .were so- kiodly sent to conv^j;. 
TlKei^e' ace nuwyiajad: rkli fi^e^^ii^ found in this, 
tM^ Lord^9.afpoiis,tQd foSh of affliction, and in no 
ofth«t,JKyibieh we: would for a moment glanoe 
at. ^We apeak aow of those afflictioBs .vrhi(^ 
h9.y 91 '.b^msaucti/M to the soul by the Spirit of 

K Fmti-nhne.'vieio theyi give, us of the fait1\f^- 

nes8 of God in semUfpg the affliction, is no atnaU 

#i«rc2f. This W&0 the light in which David 

iwwed/ his afflictiena. *' I know» O Lord, that 

.thy judgmants are right, and that thou in faith- 

,^nd$9. hath a€iicted me." Fs. cxix. 75. O what 

an act a^d^trmmph of faith ia this, to count God 

f4Mf%l in .sending the .affliction. When, mea- 

efipgievr follows messenger-^ when wave foftows 

wa^0-^whei» our deareat comfturtd ate taken-^our 

ci^tevna brQben-— Our. props removed from beneath 

.a%-^*-d)ildreob» friends, health, wealth, . character, 

all, touched by God, O then to fe^l and act^now- 

}q4ge:l^»l;AGi^iB/atf^A/«Jsti)lr*-that, "'mfaitihfuU 

(^^s^'He ha^h.a^cted." It is one thing Ao hO'Cpn- 

yifiHOfMJt ift the judgment of this truth, and it is 

apo(Ae|r thing to acknowle^ and approve of it 

(if^tb^ heart, i Batr.whcia the Et^raali^pirit works 

.VEiith^ tried believer this 0tiUj.oomp$|9e4ian4 ^is- 
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fied ftiime, H^n the tongAftge of ttie bereanred and 
wounded, yet vesigtied beori ia^ ''Traeb* lKird» I 
neoded tJus rodt my b^ait msB torped, -vnnrcriagy 
wandering* proud* Thia ijrouaes^ fixes,- reoaHa* 
bnittblea. nae. I know the«; lo9e .thM better now. 
I aee tbe emptioesa of self and the ^warid» and! 
die to botli* Thou Lord* wilt fcava my uAok 
heart ; J^ord it is tbine. Thy love b judieioiia^ aot 
falsely fond. It ia in,/W#A^ff«fi» to 'my soul'tiuil 
thou hfust afflicted. My good, not my >eole, is 
what thou. My God a^d Eatb^^ Gon8idjtel;hi ' it & 
fooi? for me that I ha^e been afflicted." ' ./ 

. , It is no small attainiiseDty to be limit up rim the 
f$iihfttln098 ctf God, This forma a tetaible fan^ 
dation oi oomfort fof thebalieviag sotd. ' Mn^ 
tability marks every thing oi^ of God* liocft 
into the churehk Into tl» world, intb. oar 'fttnifiea, 
ouraelvet, what innumets^ate ohangea do* wel see 
m every hax^* A week,, one uhort^day, iWhlit 
altemtions doea it produce*. Yeti in. the- nidat 
f)if jit aUf to repose calmly en tibe une&angeaiblei- 
.uess, thie ^aitbAdAeas of Gcidv To • knoW - tfast, 
i^o alterations of time-* no eat-tyy cbangesy afeit 
his, faithfttlaass to his people. And mrore ^thiin 
thiSfr^no Ganges in t^em,<— no ii6fatthMliOtti)<lf 
their|> .oauaes the dagktest <iiaiige in. God* > 0dde 
a Fa^lherj evervu» IPather. Okneeta iFln^nd;^ ^^«r 
<t ¥;ri^4* Hta ^rewadentos/ wiay* ehang^'ibk 
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hfuxt caomot. Hets a God ^ ntichh^geBble love. 
The promue He has gitnen. He ymR fulfil. The 
ooiiretMmt H^ \ms made. He will observe* The 
wend that has gone out of his moutk, He will not 
alter. *'Hecaiiiiot de&y Himself." Peace then, 
tried bdievsr I Ave you passtng* not^, throngh the 
deep ^mitere ? who kept ydia from sinking when 
wodkig lilrattgh the last? Who brotrght yon 
tfareugh the/ofl ire ) liVho stkpported you tinder 
liie iast cress? Who d^vered you out of the 
iatit&ntfMaoik*}' 'Wfts-it not Gk)d, thy covenant 
God— thy faifihfiil imefaaiDgeaMe God ? This God 
then» is your God now, and your Ood fovever and 
everi and He will be your' guide eVdn unto death. 
It is walking in the ordained path of trial, that 
the believer, leams outthe Diraie fsithfulness. 

In diia path too, he leams Ms own nothihgnei9. 
Aad what a lesson is this to acquire ! ' ' For a 
tiUM of Godtp not to confess inerely««— for nothing 
ift^easieiithBn oenfession, bat t6 foei his nothing- 
oeefe-^to he oonscioBs tiat hef is the ** lea^t of «H 
aaitts^*^ To be willing to be thought so. To 
hA no rspinhig at being ovedooked^cast in the 
4dHlde<^yea» trampled under fbot-^QiHiat an Ut- 
taimaeBt is lUs! And yet, how few reach' it: 
How faw flbpire tAet it< it ih to be learned c^^ 
MV the pi^h of mMcti/kd't^ietian* Other iliCK 
eqdine may morftiiy> bntnot huraUe thejirkle of 
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€be hefloi— it may womid/ !mt not'crutsify Iti 
Affliction, sanctified by the Bfi^rit of 66d» ]ar^ 
t!ie fioul in tlie dust. Gives it l&n thougtffes of 
ftsdf. Gifts, sttainments, successAd ktbcntrs, tb^ 
apj^anse of men, all, conspire l3ie ruin of a cbfld 
of God. And, but for the prompt, and often se- 
yert, ^^seipMne of an ever^walcMil, eirer-^fidCliftil 
€tod, wotdd accomplish their ehd. Bnt fher ftf- 
flfetion comes — the nee^ted cross— the ' required 
m^cine,— and in this way are brought -out **the 
peaceahle frmts of righteousness;" — the mbsC 
beautiful and precious of which is, te* kuMiiey 
hwfy view <^SB^.' 

And is not this too the method by which kdlt*^ 
mess is attained ? So says God's own wonlir 
Speaking of the needed chastisements of < &aat 
heavenly Father, the AposlSe assures «», thM they 
were for " our proft, that we might b*' p^eh^ 
tm^iers of his holiness,^ Heb. xih 1(^. Jdb An^ 
ticipttted this as the residt of God^s -Mhfir^ 
deafings with him, ^When he hath ikieA lAey 
I 'shaU come forth as gold." Job.xxi&. H). tt 
is the fire of afflietion--^the furnace -of trial thttif 
tBarches sxid' purifies the heart. It is here the 
tin and tipsel are consumed. It 'is here the drod« 
is separated from the pure ore, and the gold 
is hrouglyt fi;nth reflecting bac^ the ima^ df 
Pim, who as the Refiner, watches with tender- 
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ii€8t» aod fttitbAikkeeB, the process of trial thxou^ 
wbich tbs preoioos^etal is passiog. t 

And* ii not this ttxt method by wbich Urn 
vi§hteim8nii9$ vf Chi$t is made to stand oat i^ 
an its glory and fitness? Sanctified ajfflictioQ 
teacbea the soul its utter destitution. The be- 
lifliver #fte& coum^ioes his spiritaal jonm^ with 
duillow and defective views of the perfect fitaesa 
and glory of the Redeemer's justifying righteotts* 
oess* There is, we adnut, a degree of self re« 
wanciatioa^there is a reception of Christ-^and 
thece is some sweet and blessed enjoyment of bia 
acceptance. Yet, his views of himself* and of the 
entire^ ahsolote, supreme necessity, importance 
aibd glory of Christ's finished Yfock, are as nothing 
<K>mpai:ed with his after experience of both. God 
will ha;f e the righteousness . of his Son to be 
aekoowledged and felt to be every thing* It is 
a great work, a glorious work, a finished work* 
and He will cause his saints to know it. It is hia 
offf^ method ol saving sinners; and the sinner 
that 18 saved, shall acknowledge this» not iq 
Ilia judgment m^ely, but from a deep heartfelt 
eivpcrience of the truth, * to the praii^e of the 
g^ku7 of his g^ace.' 

It is then, we say. in the snoeessive stagea 
of his expmenoe, that the belietver ases more 
dialincdy.aad adorsamore prcfouxkdljr* and grasps 
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more firii^ys the IStanktd xighteoqBiiBaar^ Ctariii 
Ai:id wbftt is tb» ediodl iti tvhioh Iwli^ftilistlBS o^ 
tMngnefiB, bis p<r«xdrty, liis utter dcBtitufekin ^ ^^ 
«fAd0/ of deep and timitified affKotiowL . -Ivk-JUi 
ether school is it kamed, ^amd MoideF ' noi^otiMr 
teacher bat God. Here hislugh/rthcmgihtaralv 
bit>iigbt low, and the Lord^vido&o is exalted* 
Hefe he forms a just estimate-of J^diitttaiKAieBie^ 
bis gifts, Us knowledge^ audi tkkt wbidbijJite 
titought to be so vichfable» 'he iwmrAuisi:^ 
be nothing worth. H«rd| lis^ pibttd spudt/is 
abased, bis rdbeHioQS spiHt- tam^dv Iw -wwtkas^ 
fieverish spiHt soothett iatd ^Assive quitoide; and 
here, the deep, hatnbling' aeknow^edgukht is 
made, '* I am -vile I" 'Hi^ds is he led' baski to 
first principles. ThtiSy the ^rst ist^ ^is, xetfLkol, 
and the first lesson is rdbamed. Thei helmet, 
emptied enfarelf of self, of feelf^tompikceni^, asl^ 
trust, sdf-glorying, stands ready cfbri! the \fitfi 
Baviour. The blessed and Etemal 9pniti:(4>eiBB 
to h!m, in this postare, Hie fitness, the^fitlnass, 
the glory, the infinite graadeiir of Chnst*s fiinisMi 
righteotisness. Leads \saim. to it almsh,! ]^]]ts<^it 
ttpon him anew, causes him to efiter ijiito^ittnioiie 
Ailly, to rest upon it mcH-e <fitiraly*= Breaka it<iip 
to the soul, and disdosiss il». perleotfitib^telo<fab 
Case: 'Attd what a gtoy.beieeesin'itl (Hoi^aw 
it bdbre/but^nol as he bdicdds it nomk And 
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what a ite8tiiigi^pfa»ei]M fia4e beneath X\k9 crim^l 

He reAtedrtfafese befdre^.butDOt 9^- h& r«flt» fi9M^ 

Boch views ibaallie/Xiow of Chiiflt— such preciQivi* 

nessy! Buck bedfcity,\ such tenderness he sees^ift 

iBoHtoannelt^that aneiti world of beauty and, of 

gioryiaeematta have- floated b^ore his view.* A 

9ieu)i'Bamewr%Bi itewi righteousness appear to h^ve 

becnii hvodghiito his soul* AH this ban been pro^ 

cUiced (by thii' disoftpline of the coveniMit'^tb^ 

afflidbiortLs '^sellt land sanolified by a good luod 

eovfinapt Godiand-Fatber* O ye tried believers I 

meahBar wst eft God's di^penc^pi^s,. Eepine ^ot 

atifhiaidraliogSi Has He seen fit to dash aga^^st 

you fatttdW tipon billow ? Has He thought proper 

to place ymx in the f orofipe ? Has He blasted the 

Im ptospectr-fdried up the stream— called for the 

8amnil)er''0f your Isaac? O blesfs Him for the 

^ay . He taSoes to empty yoi^ of self». and fill 

^cta with 1 his own lome. This is his method 

«f>'teaehiiiig you* sehoobng yon, and meetening 

yvBLiibr the inhoritaace of the feints in %ht. 

WSliybE Hot iJlow Him to select hid« own plan**— 

to^tui^pt hi^ own mode oi core? Yqu are in 

faiBi'handSk and oonld you be in better? Are 

you aAnr learning your own ^poveffty^ destitutjion, 

and inipfessness ? • and is the bipod. an4 i^ightepv^s- 

neBft'>bf Jesos wore precious !aQ<Ji gilpnous to 

tfafe eye of your laith ? Then prme Hm- for 
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gr» fiow«:yeaat ibM iiKNAeBtrWOi^iiig: 
yi^or apirituol good* It is no 3imiU nb9n9yf (to Jt^^y^ 
qlear, close views of the glorjF 44id.alHu>Iute, fi^iie^ji 
^ Christ's righteoosness* " j^ froHxthis jdcmih 
neati" is the beftutifol sontim^iit oi^Box /old diyinQ 
"ll had all tbe pvrity o£ angels* aU titia sas/^^ of 
(usmpbSf aU the immaculate love of pqre spixits 
Q^e perfect, I woald part with aU to-stafid.bffim 
Qod in the righteoosness uf Cbristp" . Other and 
e^aUy important blessings might be enomerated 
a9 resulting from the sanctified dealings of God 
with his people. Leaving the tried and e:q?|» 
nenced reader to supply them from a pag&of rhis 
own history, we pass to the consideration of. jti»e 
Sympathy of Christ, as the point to which ise 
had intended to have given more distinct pfomir 
nenoy in this chapter. 

The view which the Atonement presents .of tl^ 
empathy of CSirist is moat glorious. The lANioip 
oqmpMsion and sympathy conld only be reveal^ 
by the incarmtkn of Deity. In order to tb^ ji^ 
ei^bibition of sympathy of one individual ^U|) 
another, there mast be a similarity qf arcumr 
stances. The Kke body mast be inhabited, the 
siMoe path must be trod,- the same, or a similar 
s^rpqiY mui^t be felt* There can be no. true aym* 
patli^i apart from this. A similarity .<»f circum^ 



tipoh Hitil oter nature; m order to bear <mr grteft^ 
tttff i^fcrtyottrsoitows. Here ^rei enter irtto' ^e 
lAeisse^hi^s^fkM ft)ws from Hi^ homaa nature Of 
mHil^. AH^i^d'^mer&ji He oodd not enfdtom 
fetiflKring, nbr i*teep; ftOr ^. As uwrn onlyi He 
tbtM nm have 6tidta!hed the ¥^eiglit of our 'fiin^ 
gt^; nOi'iorfb^. l^efe ttiU6t be a union of the 
two ^iMifr^s to abdbitiplish'the'tm> objects in ond 
^efedtf;' The Odih«^d must be united^ to Kbe 
intoihood. Ilie'one to obey, the oHier to die^i. 
Thf^ oi^ ^to' saUsfy lyMne justice* the oiker to 
8yfn|)at}3£e wifh i^e people in whose bebalf the 
sfeMisfectltftt' Was toade. Let not the ChiislSafil 
i'iSfiidei''&hriB& from a full and dii^tkiot reeo^tdon 
of '^the d^ctiine of our Lord's huitianity. IM 
it be an important article of his creed, as it i0 
ttti'e^entii^ {Millar of his hope. If the Deitjr of 
3(^td ^1^ 'precious, so lA his humanity. 'Hie one itr 
kft^^&A^isM: in the work Of redemption aptart from 
€hie dtfiir. It is the blending' of the two in niys*. 
teriouii union that constitutes Uife " gi*eat mystery 
of godMness." 

Approach then, the humanity of your adorabTcf 
Lord. Turn not from it. It was purt htimafii<^. 
It was not the form jof an angel He aitotimiddr 
No^ did He pause in his descent to our World; to 
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anadi-HinMelf to M^ia^er d£ iiitdiE|;ttit btiag^ifr 
a«9k tbore be, esiBtkig' btatwuen tibs 'angelic «id 
t)ie hiuQMi. It was pure lunQaiiit]p>-*-bCMie of « tntf 
boBe and flesb of oir iedb, ivfhicii He tttak b^. 
into iotimale and indieMduble iinidn 'with' his 
Peityv It wa« hnmaniity tQo«;iii ka-tes^tir£ii^ £(tt»i.- 
Qm IjDstA attached Himtetf to thfi iraesof •oae 
nalfire* He identified HinM^tf with aorrow inita^ 
every aspect. Tbia waano amaUayidancfraf tba 
love and condeac^asion ^- Jeanat To haFo asr 
sumed our naftnre, tbis bad been a migbty MxK»p ; 
b»ti to. bo^re asennied ita niOBt bnsd^aifciBg) abjeot 
iofuxi tbis aurpaasea all our tboughta of jbia-bive 
tft man. The dark picture of fallen bomanity wtia 
bel(Qre Him, drawn in its most gloomy and ie« 
pulaive foaturea ; and» altbougb H^e cooldr not 
posaibly bave taken up ii^o wiion widi Hio^ otv 
US^eo. biunaiuty, without the peculiar ^Rcnlil^eai 
inseparable fnwi it, y^t^ there w^e walka^tbnapgth 
life He might have cho&en, and in wbiob,«ii0€aing 
9ad Miflrrow would bwre been ^«iMly milU^atM 
and 8ofb9&^» if lK>t entire]^ unknown. But* Ha* 
dNOsa tjxe suffering, stfi^ej, He prefefved to Knfe 
HiDMatf with sorrow and tears> they bauig mofeft 
ittt Jharmonj with the miaaion on which iie had 
0onie>. and with bia own p^naire and ayaipatliati« 
natnrew 
ft was necessary that oar Lord, in order- te 
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s)^stpatidzBildi!|^ witb h]& people, ifticnikl ii6t ixi^f 
iAcBtify HiBiifflif witit. tiiem luetere, but ki^'gottte 
dsgrdSi 5nrilh -Iheir .peculiar' circm/UtmoMk Hiii!^ 
I^e did. It k lihe €on0ol»tion of the Miet^r 
toi^LnoW/^haAthe Slle|>h^d has gone ^i^6»»e t^e 
floek;< He i^icb tfaetn sot Wftlk in a path wiiioh' 
fab olm^iest have Dot first trod, and kit their 
iHtpfnflri As the dear, tender, ever watohM 
Stepherd of hu dheep. He ^'goeth before them,*^ 
and it is the characteristic of hia sheep, that they 
*' tui&jiim mim/' Oar Lord was eminently fitt^ 
to^ «nter- sympathetically into every circninstance 
of/hisr4leflr family) so that no believer shall be 
cdde t<^ M9<-^''Mine is a solitary case; my path 
is a lonely path ; I widk where there are no foot 
parints; i b^ar a cross which none have borne 
before* use; surely Jesus cannot enter sympa^io* 
tieatty into my ciroumstanoes*'* Then there were 
att. <eiid 'to the tender sympathy of Christ. If 
Aere were a case among' his dear family, of trial, 
a{flitoti6iSr or temptation, in which Jesus cotikl not 
Briber; tiien He could not be 'Mn all points" <te 
merciftil «iid sympathetic High Priest. View the 
snib^t in any aspect, and ascertain if Jesus is 
liot. fitted for the pecoHarity of that case. Sliail 
wtf ootauMttce With the^^ feelings of ounsattirei 
they belonged to Him, and in Him, were of a far 
tfOore exquisitely tender and chastened eharatiter 
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than in us. His he&it wds deHdAely^attnhed' W 
the gentlest liarmony of otin». Not 'wt tetii^ ML' 
tender emotion, but he possessed in ft Ikigfier 
order — ^the tenderest afi^ction, the most d^olte 
and confiding friendship ^erB not strangers to Mi 
capacious heart. He knew too, what it "v^bb to 
have those gentle ties rndety stmderefd' bf iiiedn* 
stancy, and painfully severed by death. Over the 
treachery of one and the tomb of anoither, Ms 
sensative spirit had poured out its grief. Beloved 
reader, the heart of Jesus is conq>6sed isi ^le 
finest chords. You know not how aecOtut^fy aiid' 
delicately it is attuned to yours— > whether' t3te 
chord vibrates in a joyous or a sorroi»»ful note. 
Yon are perhaps walking in a soGtary pccA. 
There is a pecaliarity in your trial— ft is of a 
nature so delicate, that vou shriiik firom "&IA^ 
closing it even to your dearest earthly frieild ; 
and though surrounded by hiflnan isympathy, yijt 
there is a friend you still want, to wfatftti ^bli 
can disclose the feelings of your bosom-^filtfif 
friend is Jesus. There is sympathy in J^ni "to 
meet your case. Go to Him— open all your heart 
—be not afraid— He fnvites. He bids you coine. 

Christian reader, we suppose you to be tuo 

stranger to grief. Your heart has known whut 

sorrow is. You have borne perhaps for years 

-^nie heavy pwnful, yet concealed crostf. Over 



it»- ia><t^, S9fi)^4^ .^nd ,3tt^pc^ of privacy, you. 
hav-^ Wj^.^opi^d, af^^ F?:ayed, . J^d still thei 
OFqaif.^qugl^ ipiti^^d, is, not . removed. Have 
y4Hi.,svj^r tthp^g)Mi of the sympathy of Christ? 
HivTO ^you ^yer .thought of Him as bearing that 
cross, teith^ou ?,. As entering ipto its peculiarity^ 
its . lafflutqst .cijcpum^taooe ? O, there is a fibre in 
hii? heast that syoip^thi^e^, there is a chord there^ 
thai vihr^ktei totj^at gnef of yours. It is touch- 
ed the- momeixt sadness and. sorrow find their 
lodgment in .ya9r bosom. That cross He is bear- 
ing vnth Fou.a,t this moment. And although you- 
nuvjr feel it to.. be so heavy and painful as to be, 
lost to the sw^t consciousness of this« stilly it 
realty on Him* fia on you, and were He to remove 
his •ahoulder but for a moment* you would be 
crwfhed. beneath its pressure. " Then why, if 
so t^d^ aiid sympathizing, does He place upon 
mCvthja cross ?" Because of His tenderness and 
sympa^/^* ■ Hg; sees you need that cross^ You have 
carried i^ it may be, for years i who can tell where^ 
and what* ypu. would have be(en at this momept^ 
but (or this v^ry cross ? What evil in you it i^ay 
have .checked; what corruption in you it may 
have subdued; what constitutional infirmities it 
may have weakened ; from what lengths it has kept 
you, from what rocks and precipices ithas guards 
you \ .and what good it has been, silen^y i^i^d ,s^- 
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etdHj, yet eflfbcttuJly, woitiiD^ 9fif ydfi Athe^fotig' 
years of yo«r life-^wbo dan t^ Mt God Hlfiiaeff'? 
The removd of'tbiM; crodis iii^t fan^v^ btei- tii^ 
retnoval of yonr greatedt mercy.' Hiisb''^tbieii> 
every marmtir ; be BtiH a^d ktrow tbat be is Ctod. 
and tbat all tliese trmls, tbe^ erosaf (d^^itMidtttf, 
tiiese untowan! circamdCanete ' ate ' Hou^ %^kMg< 
togetber for youJr gdbd andlife g:16rjr.* * ^ * ^- • 
And wbat wbtdd you know, ttidy wb ^ttot hA, 
of Jesus— bis tenderness, and l<ive, «ii^H9J3rnFpitt- 
tiluzing heart, l)ut for the roug^'aM th&ttsfp^ 
along which you have befen tbuslea ^ ' ' Ift^ gld^y 
and fulness, the predotisiiesd atid '^tSfmpAl^f' ^ 
Christ, are not learned in every drcumstasftce d? 
life. The hour of prosperity, Wheii evferynftfog 
passes smoothly on, providences ■ sAriling'^-ttie^ 
heart's surfece unruffled— the bud. of' ho|>e^i€ft»< 
panded ihto i^e full fioWer-^tite gfttAson^'H^un- 
light of creature happiness gilding every prti^^eeff 
with its brightness— this i&( ndt €be hour^htor 
these the circumstances most favouralte 'to ^'loi' 
e^^periment^ ^ acqUamtantiife wiifh Ohri^tt ''^'*9» 
in the dark houi^— the hour of tiM and'-of 'k#A- 
versity — when the sea is rough and 1:lie'sly^%\ 
lowering, arid providences are mystetfouisf; tttttf 
the heart is agitated, and hope is diSap|)Otiitefd^ 
its bud tupped, an^ its stem broken, and tnrektore 
comfcrt and support AiU. O,' theh' it'is the 



la]f»0s^f fil4 lfr6ciQ98O9|S|h,i^d,t?ad0nie8s of Jesus 
arq J^nned* . )Thim it i^ the heart loosens its hold 
QOj pceatt^d ohjf ctst, and entwines itself jnore fondly 
aiHlifUQEe .<^ose)y furpund the incarnate Son of 
Gpd-; . J^fiss^d Jeau^,! Hfj^oa Brother bom for our 
eFf^iyT.A^vi^riHtyl didst. thou take our natux^ np 
iiU^/]«Aion^.witb thine-QWA? And canst tho»i» 
dost thou weep, when we weep» and rejoice when 
^^.X^l^if^i'. Q ^<^ ifMJLo^hle Sou of God I we 
9tg^ fiinf^^, 9^ ifT^ lost .in this love, this ooo- 
di^9Ppns^^»i..«l^d this sympathy of thine. Draw 
q^i^^rl^ to thyself-*- let our aiffections rise and 
n^et in. tk^, their centre, and cling to thee. 

,^J|a1),w^ go on, as we propoaedj, to olassify 
tb^ ^eo^^iar. trying circi|nistances of God*s dear 
Cftfl^yt? ^Tb^J are so many and so diversified, 
w^ijknpw JW>t where to oommenoe, nor where 
^ft^nmp^^* " Man}' are the afflictions of the 
ri^t^^sn" £ach heart has its own sorrow*- 
e^^h «sod hear3 its own cross. Qut Jesus is 
^ofigh for alh He has sympathy for each and 
a]jl,his. si^erip^: .people. Are you su&ring from 
fd/it^^ sickness ? Are your days wearisome an4 
jOffT ;ug^ de(§>less^ from the imroads of disease t 
TbfsUji.tber^ is sympathy in Christ for you-^-for it 
i^. writtei^a " Hipxself took our. infirmitiesj and 
bqve our. sicknesses." He vemembereth that yon 
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are bat dust — and we doubt not, his blessed body 
knew what languid days and sleef^ess nights 
were. O then, think of Jeans. That disease 
that wastes^that pain that racks — that debdity 
that unnerves you^ Jesus knows fully and sym- 
pathetically. True, He is now beyond all phy- 
sical feelings ^yet his tender heart sympathiEes 
still. 

Axe you suffering from temporal p^erty? Are 
sources on which you depended, brofcten op? 
Friends on whom you leaded, reoaoved! Does 
want stare you in the face? And are you at 
a loss to know from whence the next supply may 
come ? £vea here my brother^ even here my sister, 
can Jesus sympathize with you. He, like- you, 
and like the greater part of his people^ waa poor 
in this world s goods. No home sheltered, no 
daily spread table provided for Him. He was 
a poor, homeless, houseless^ friendless wanderer. 
Tlie foxes had holes, and the birds had nests^ but 
Jesus had not where to lay his blessed head^*«tbat 
head that ached and bled for you. Take your 
poverty to Him — ^take your waats to Him. Let 
the principle of faith now be exercised. Ha9 He 
died for }ronr soul --has He pardoned your 8inft<— 
has He given you Himself, then will He not, with 
Himself, freely give you all things necessary for 
your temporal comfort while yet a pilgrim ofon 
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earth ? Take your poverty and your want simply 
and directly to Jesas-^think it not too mean and 
too trivial to disclose to Him — He has an ear 
to hear your cry, an heart to sympathize with 
your case, and a hand to supply all your need. 
Then again we say, take your wants simply and 
directly to Chr^t. 

Has death entered your domestic circle, pluck- 
ing from it some precious and valued member ? 
tile affectionate parent— the tender husband— the 
fond wife, or the engaging child — has he " put 
lover and friend far from you," leaving the heart 
to weep in silence and sadness over the wreck of 
hopes that were so bright, and over the rupture 
of ties that were so tender ? O, there is sym- 
pathy in Christ even for this ! Jesus knew what 
it was to weep over the grave of buried love — of 
friendship interred. He knew what it was to 
have affection's ties broken ; leaving the heart 
wounded and bleeding. He can enter into your 
sorrow, bereaved reader. Yes, even into yours. 
See Him at the tomb of Lazarus. See Him 
Weep ; '• behold how He loved him" — what I do 
yott repair to the grave of the dear departed one 
to wfeep, and Jesus not 85rmpathize with you ? Let 
not unbelief close up this last, remaining source 
of consolation ; the tender sympathy of Christ. 
He can enter into those tears of yours ; the 

s 



kmii'a dfeektencaB, loaelBiess, andr^diBapfbiat^ 
viEntt are not mik&owii and mmbfioed 'hfkMr 
IrififlBed Tmmftnm*!. Asd ^Hlty faiid th0 liotd-^dealt 
vitfa yon tinu ? ^y faaa Her. tovh tlid sdolifirom 
iWUftaple? why has he emptied tihtfrJieavC^vaBii 
left it tiras lonely and desdlate? ' O-yvkY^hatftm 
fEepure that temple for Hhnaelf V ^Mify, In&iM 
pour ioto its emptinesa die'<fUl tidio<i)f'his<«nni 
preckyna love» and ajmpalhyL For ^fejfflejteBgdi 
had He beeD» and it may be^is- uuNd deaBb^umtfa; 
you. Tiat heatt behn^ to jatm f ifeibengfctsifr 
al a costly prioe. It hehngt to fiiuiiv*'7He»daai^^ 
qttkhed it by tiie^nmtipofeeBDe.of'liisi6jfiril3J "iA 
behnjfe to Him ; He has sealed it ^«kh hiaifyiet 
dons blood* - And He would hove yoi^^ tinow^tfaia 
too, by deep and swwst esperiemie. • Hft-woiikl 
have you know how He has loved yon, andilo9#a 
yon still ; He wonld have you know that yon are 
his ; his by eternal election; his by gifl>— by pnr- 
chase — by conqnest-^by a coveDant that all yonr 
departures, all your nnftdthlitikie^ all yonr.nn- 
worthiness, all the changing scenqa throiigh which 
yon pass, shall nev^, and can never alter. AH 
this, it is his wtU you i^hould experience. Then, 
bow with submission to the diseipline ; as a 
weaned child, sit you at His feet, adopting his 
own blessed words, •* Not my will, but thine be 
done." 



11up9^Hdfiat z«adeK» cbea Hie gkrions AtoneAiaat 
af'dieSolk'of'Ciod, open to ub the ocean 4ym|Ntfily 
ofJualMarti. But for tiuft Atonement, nothing' 
diovld "»€ hfire known of his sjmpatihy ; bat for 
Wt ci:0i8» Jkotii&d^ of his love ; bat for his deaU>, 
xoUiing Aii/^^y on €BXfth» and nothing of glory iv 
boavnak <idl^ all. i^rngs from. the Atonement of 
Jems^ ' "^ Setang then that we have a great High 
Bnaat^ thfiir'as p^sedinto the heavens, Jesus the 
8ob<o£ Cnodi let us hold £i8t oar profession. For 
iffe'luure noli an High Priest which cannot be 
tcnislied'wi& the foding of our inlbrmities; bat 
wta in sl}-t>(Mnts- tempted like as we are, yet with* 
out sin^ iiet as therrfore come beSdy unto thef 
liuicmst «£; graces that we may obtain meroy, and 
ftjkd'grado to hdp in time of need." Heb. iTv 

■' Soon we go from grace to glory, 
God's own hand shall lead us there ; 
• ' Soon ShiA Vfl Mheane the story- 
OfbU scAci9«s ^eaOi^ lifr«. 

Soon will end our earthly mission, 
Soon win pass oar iillgriin days, 
U,Q^ give place to fiiU frvtioa, 
F^ith to aigbt, 4|nd jj^rayer to jpraise.*' 
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^' ¥hk FVARPVL ALTBKKAttVS'dF'lt«>dimnni' ', 

THB ATOKEIfijNT. ' ' * 

!• • • • '• .- , 

' • ■ I • . 

I' There remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, out a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment and Hay iddSgni^t 
wU^h'^lMaidArmartheadv^swiei." tKbix«M;27. . ; , 

Maut will dottbtksa be uMtoced, {rofA y>Q^iott3 
motives* to re<id these humble pagfis, \?bQ will 
assent and consent to the truths they disquss^ the 
doctrine they sdrocate, and even the one prizvQ;^ 
ot> which they constantly insist^ vizr :— The j^^fiSfh 
Bity of experimental religion ; and yeit will c^psp 
the book and retii*e> thinking as lightly .o{ the gr^t 
'Atonewent of the Son of God,.^ the^hil/lpf »ttie 
diamond with which it £or a moment jboys, then 
orashes as a thing of no value, beneath its jTeqt. 
There id such a iHei^, my impenitent readej:, as 
amustiting to the ^reBt Atonement of .Chri8jl;»,de; 
fanding ably and snpoesslidlyits Diving cha^tof* 
j;t8. espiatpry js^^u^re and its defin^e deaign, and 
yi^ li^ng.wifihoxit ita practical influence upon the 
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mind, the afiFectiona, and tiie life ; and dying, as 
fearfdlly rejecting it, and with equal guilt, as he 
who openly avowed his dishelief in the Divine 
revelation of the docftdzie; There may he a secret, 
]^ractical rejection of the atoning hlood, while the 
jodgnonfefMly and. cordially assents to its truth 
and its necessity. It is not he who merely yields 
an intellectual assent to the truth of God's Word, 
who is accepted of' God. Something far heyond 
this is needed. The Atonement is a practical, 
ipfcHinlrtalf life imparting, and life sustaining prin- 
ciple. 'Itdeauads more than the bare and cold 
assent of the judgment. The heart must welcome 
ft, imd in order thus to welcome it, that heart 
initisthave mourned over the bitterness of sin, and 
in' deep and. unfeigned repentance before a 1k^ 
Cbd.' 'Again' we assert it, and would that the 
sentiment were carried to the conscience of the 
reader, and fastened there by the Eternal Spivit 
6f '6od<^no man shall value the precious blood 
of Chitiit, until he has been made to see and feel 
Idniself to be a lost and undone sinner. Christ 
& precious only to the soul that leels its spiritual 
poverty, its vileness, its emptiness, its notiiingness 
— ^Tb such an individual, Jesus is every thing. 
"Hie d^per the Eternal Spirit leads him to an 
aeqiifiAtance with himself, the more poreeious^ is 
^t Saviour, whom he now finds to batltt viary 

s 2 
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Savtimr thtit he needK The daily ^ diBOU V tf ry /el 
indweUingf eorraptaoiirmer&ate fffeotien^'priicC' 
se1i^8te«m, ioBtMibtttty, lai^of iSie-worUjiBint^iiff 
ineiiHierabie other ftMraiB which io^eOiiig .id»J 
pitiffity ittsaraes, endeflre tehim the fomriiatii thafee 
cleanses from all sin --•He repairs ^Aex^ftm H-^ 
WHfidies egain and again in it, and •'theift xliDf 
(4>plie&tions to the atoving Uood*iAebes w-. i&r 
oMMsingly sinful, and Hstretorgthens idug 'pantHgi of 
Ifie soul for IXvine conformity. • — * 

Bot, not 80 is it with the man who is a 8l|«Bg«r 
to himself, while yet assenting with all th^ ^ngcmr 
of a masenline intelleet,* and &» eolightsned j«d^ 
ment to the tnit^ <rf ibe dtxAme of GhristV 
adonemetit. Reader, what is the •atoniBg' bllnid 
to yon, Bs fto* as its saving indneace eeElcada, aor 
long as you have never ea^Mnrienoed its powseaiior 
your heart ? We diarge yoa not with ao • opffi 
hostifity to this doctrine — ^we rank you n«t maaag 
t^e number who profess no belief whatorev i^ Ste 
ex»tenoe,-^who deny it to'be a doettiBe'ctf' teaen 
lation^-^who refuse Divine honoars to te peraeR^ 
of the Redeemer, and trample fimier foot, his- 
most precious atcming blood-^^we nak yoa .ndl 
with tl^B class* of erroriltts. Yoa alv la a asaaa 
a believer in the Atooenkent-^yoU have viLmesfk ae 
believed in it — ^It has always beea anartisle ^- 
yoiir dthedojt trttA^ You have never 4eaiad it 



^^j9fm have .sail^jaBd ^11 sit^ beneath a muMfftry- 
tlMiftil|Qya!nt up io^vitw.As. the f»« bc^.of tho 
flum^itte ^oackuiWe .ground * ol acceptwice. wHb. 
Gfii, vndlBtUlirou fu?e ." d^ad in trespawee ttod. in 
tiBaJ\ What an amftd»'^d anomalouB i^ectacto 
do-jioiftjpr0a»t ! A Mkv^^ and yet an mbelievejc 
istMbe atoning bloed of Cbrist. RecHvinff, aod 
y<l2fi9tcl^iijk^C«ii««ilii^ to> and yet detfying. it 
-fnFiuMKMtf^^ it 4Hui yet Utrmng your buck upo» 
it — ^your judgment im9fmtmg to it, year heart 
r^wtmpitl • Wbat a spectacle do you present to 
tbe 'viiok! intelligent. nmy««e — and to the God of 
ikm mnivemel . Bear mth the writer while h? says 
it-Hhs: speaks with tendemess and afeetion — your 
ifltdkctnal •reception' of the doctrine in question 
wfil itnail you nothing while your heart is yet a 
atnut^tr to-the experience pf the truth. Ah ! you 
affvovei.ev)en of thia — you asseat even to the 
jaatMM «£ tins remark* What is your approval 
add your aaseiit» but as the signing of your own 
deatk wanrant ? See what an alarming calleua^ 
oearoi long life el impenitence, and Qospel pr^ackT 
ia^rihss {)rodiioed, that you can cprdiaUy approve 
df'the most. solemn and affeetiag statements-* 
sMemeats whach bear strongly upon your on^, 
dndemwitioB* and yet liv4> on in a practipa} re- 
jecting of ClnriBt* 

B«t> perhafM yeiw reception of Christ* in ^th^ 



jttdjghieiit—yiRir long Ife bf^'^pprdf^^ 'ldir^er«> 
Md ttttd Ms troric, Ittte tieg^ed yott hmMlie 
belief tkat yoa Itave reafly ^welc«)Aied -liStt' iMi 
jfidur lieart. For ^lis k not a m^dre%fpMiecifill 
Mte. There is socli a llHiig'atrperMMt^UngiMie* 
edf into the belief tSuit all ia righl/thi^ thelttiM 
U changed and heaven Seelif&d/iiKMi-*'^ ma^ 
eircnmstance of the tinder8UmdiBg^l)elng ^M^IlUs* 
ened. Bat let as examine -for ti iHoiiiekit^ita^lida. 
You think ]foa are c&it9^ctbd, ^/AM^^e^Oba^hmt 
yon for thinking «o ? 'Upmi ^Amt^'gwmkfM*->^ 
yoa base this belief ? 0«nyidii^be«*terisQii^^sMl 
meekness and fear, of this Mipposed^^^^li8t« 
in you ? Where is the edd^ice oi iSbetgi^ttft 
Hpiritoal, internal ehsnge^? HasUttt.iwaii'Jiaf 
yours ever been broken, softened, htffldiM t. fin 
k ever moomed over sin before Oodi? 'Swm^mi 
erer sought and found a seeret plaoe^ iwowey m a^ 
ance, confession and prayer^? Hvre yaor^-'ii— s 
of sin essentially altered? Do yoasiiate, -jUiflr 
and loath it, and, is it tiie duef «Biisei*o£ 
daily sorrow ? Are your views of yoi 
riiily changed ? How ^es your own- 
ness appear to you? Are you hmririe, 
gentle? What is the precioos-fatoodof!:tiM^4ib» 
viour to you? Is it, with the righteonsneaa/tet 
jttstifies, all to your soul ? Are yon limg tA a 
«Miv<vtMl> v^enerated mui-*«-fla a €bM of CM-^ 



^i^WrPiSm^-i Js^ryqiff 4ife, that of » ermff^ 

mm 8l9mg«r <w4 a.. p%rj«i here--bat, all n^i^fi 
iM^me^ of.h^iKHur. apd bfip^ineflt we futwre and e^ 
hi§}i ? .• fiiiti ,». Bpt yiHur bietory the veiy reverse 
ipf tUft? > Qj^ honest with your soul and with God* 
Vofir 4^i9ipn naw is for the judgment aad for 
efei^ga%. J^. not yoiir whole life, your dtaly wa& 
-^j#|-^IM|t>yQw. pvirwts aad the goveraing pri»- 
jnpks<afvjK)iU?<i^QGt those of aa individual yot 
«baat|aiiiiited with ^ exparimeotal power of tha 
femdx ? }» there iipt a love of the world— a grai^ 
iiig for its hOQOim and its wealth, totally ineomr 
Iftttibla'Mnlh the hai]ible» self-denying spirit of one 
Iprolnsng to " love not the world nor the things 
jflf th6 worUU" bttt, by the cross oi Chrtst» to be 
.wi^atty crucified to iti 'Hiese are solemn and 
bwit learehiag questions— and must, in a pro- 
cats of«elf--eaaanination»be freqaeatly called up 
m IIk cbortxif oonacieoce* and honestly and un- 
Bfvvaoafiy «»wered by every true behever* How 
flrtidi wore anxiously ought is to wdgh theas 
asMdciatioM and narrowly aerutimze his hearSi 
vHsase whetelife, to the present, has been at van* 
flsiee w£t^ iJbe first denents ti the QicistiaB obt^ 
iMter* 

We reear again to a* former thooght. Ibre* 
eeh«^ Christ* is net aaecely to oheriab an^-i»wi«d 



ymera^n, or lioiiqaufi^tnap^^^qf^ ff^Mp^^or 

A iiaan may tiOk wdl 4»f Chri|t-r'ti«]^r^M|^y<^ 

I7}u)eji¥e in a eecr^ frebel^i^ asfii^rjQfii^;ap4<« 
ac^pnet jr^je<;tioi^ of hi» So^i^ ". T^ Wi^h IK J>Qm 
of the fle9h is fleah" — it iai^otiliing, te^ fl^p^^ 
eleipents of tha i^>iiiti»al iu4m^ ^w .fftcofrgai^vd;^ 
yat}^ it— ii ia fleat. aU %Bh^:.a9|d..PQ#)ii|9p.^ 
fl^; and yat, with tfija £NU^ ^ftto^ /fV W»t 
mi^jr speak wdl of CImt«<-^iid&^iaJUff^^uM^ 
andQatwardl3rprofeasJbi8iiam^.. .)/ ,r .^/){) x • 
<< The eanud Joind ia anmi^ a09Wt Qo4t",, /J(t» 
ia nothiag but anpity-^ffo ^meofa^i c^^lqf^e .^ 
Qod are th^ce^it ia eanitiyv aU^eimitg^^ A94f^9(^ 
thing bnt enmitj -« neit]iei> wbile it^r^^i^nf^jm 
carnal nuiid» cm it be otharwiae« ^Jf^g^wfisL 
tliwi oamal mind a man mav .throvhinAaalf .ii^ thfit 
vary front ranka» ap4 tefid op tlk^ yiaigpi^jfijf ^^ 
boat pf God'9 elaeti. O bow aQlaiw,iin4- jj^ frflftpg 
ia thia thought* M17 1^ tnw<.of ;reiWUJKlM9!^ 
tk^ tendency of draying the Chriatian wffffiie^^ 
within himaelf in aaarcb of evidaiic(^ Vf^SP'fM' 
this, to a certain extent mxy bqt b|it ,)to.>th#« fpe(k« 
of Je«aa*^to diacroas ai C!hi3Sl'^Htb9i9a« weiinig 
alireah his atoning blood, and aIloaaffi!pient;i4riy^r^ 
oiianaa«» draw those mdanoealraat^lMr^in^KirjaiiA 



qift&iftMWtejmii%'thte' Biivibirr is, to ttfe 
Wit«^ min^; t£i<^ «in 6t Aod, The sin of thinlt- 
isg^.lKJ^y'*^ Christ, of ttirtiing ttie bafek ttpoti 
GdD'fe' lA^^ec^atAe gift, of rttfulBing to receive; 
16^' mM'6tiefl^ billy tod weH-beloved Sbnis 
l9ib><(BM ^t^ iebms, lik^ Aaron's rod to i&w&DbW 
tij^'O^ay' 6tl!iei*. It is the master sin— the sin 
otf ' iM[^ IJie great in^ctment ^iH be made otrtr 
«qg^fi*^^fe'\in^bdly y^rlA in th6 ddy when dot) 
fAfidl Aski^ itiivMkaii for blood. It is a sin too, 
fliiill^^'reA^'tite ^ipemtliint reader, of v^hich 
tbe devils have neter been giiiltyl to them the 
dikvioixk' lifts' never been sent. Before their eyes 
ttt-'drriss^ has' never been fifted. Along their 
^^itiy* ei»astS' no tidings of redeeming mercy 
l&v*f lettir ' ecSioed. To reject the Saviour thbn 
-J*te tnm yoor back upon the cross, — ^to heed 
ndt' ^ glad tidfaigs of redemptbn, and to die in 
tM< tfMe, ia to pass to the judgment, guilty of 
Br&t; from 'the chai^ of which even Satan him- 
«aP%A'^be iusi^tCed ! " This is the condem- 
xi^Mftni! that -fight is come into the worid, and 
iden^-kve darkness rather than light, because 
tSeir deedi^ are evfl." 

"-The reason of this wSil be obvious to athought- 
fa} iratMi' No wiier& has Gon made audi a full 
akd f^dHdus rev^tion of hzms^, as he has done 
in «en^Hng his on!y«^gotten and wdl beloved 
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Son into the woiid. All the glory of aM creaf ton ; 
worldfl on worlds, aad suns on sans : and all the 
glory oi providence collected as into one focos, 
would possess no glory by reason of the glory 
that excels . in the incarnation, obedience, and 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here Jshovah as 
it were, eomes forth from the pavilion of His great* 
ness, and unveUing his glories, shews himsdf to 
man. Here all the perfections and attributes 
of the Dinne character are r^evealed. And here 
too, lave, the crowning attribute of all shines 
with surpassing lustre. May it not be lawful 
to ask, without limitimg the power of Omnipo- 
tence, whether, it were possiMe for Jehovah to 
have devised a method better fitted to make him- 
self known to his creatures than the misaon of 
his Son into our world? the incarnation of 
Deity is an amazing theme. The thought of 
this could have originated but with Deity him- 
self. The united strength of all created intellect 
would never have devised this plan of revealing 
the Divine glories, and making known the Divine 
miad. It was meet that it should originate wi& 
God and Him only. What angel in heaven, 
even had the idea been conceived in his mind, 
would have breathed the proposal that Goo 
should become incarnate and so die for man } O 
^o, it was too grand a thought for created mind. 
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Now, let the impenitent reader consider so- 
lemnly the fearful sin, and weigh well the appall- 
ing consequences of rejecting the Lord Jesos 
Christ. In rejecting Christ, yon turn your back 
upon God Himself. Has he not declared it? 
how then are we to interpret these solemn 
words ? " He that hateth me hateth my Father 
also." John xv. 23. " For the Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son. That aU men should honour the Son, 
even as thev honour the Father. He that ho- 
noureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father 
which hath sent Him." John v. 22, 23. Behold 
in what Hght the word of truth places the sin 
of hating^ honouring not, and r^ecting the Lord 
Jesus, the Son of God, and the Redeemer of 
men. We beseech you, ponder well the sin of 
turning your back upon God's "unspeakable 
gift." 

* Permit us for a moment to glance at the fte^ 
$eni consequences — consequences felt in this life 
— of rejecting Christ* A stranger experimen- 
tally to the atoning blood, your heart must 
necessarily be a stranger to true happiness. 
Knowing nothing of a' state of reconciliation, 
your mind can know nothing of the peace of God. 
You may repair to the ball-room and frequent 
the theatre ; you may visit the scenes of fash- 
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of ^oiltv fdeanwfti and .tl)srei ]e^tem^.>m?¥ 
flutter yoitf hoart and floshyom? ^eek, .^4 i^ 
part a moiiKDt'a ffadianee to.yQnr,^^, .aiyl ye^ 
due' tmth of 6^»'« waird i» V9id6fl4 'in : j9^X\»^ 
pcaeiioe^''TBBB» is ^0 pkai?^ ^^4irm,mx,fF<m 
toTHK wfcijip." laa, lyiii, 3Jl. Talk<<4^apgih 
nan to tbe cul^t Ytitim die ^pra^pipf ,4jl}i^ If^^n 
^aak:of |»eaoe. to the .]iMm/uodeir:r|l]^iQ9i|dei|^ 
mtibti lof dflaJOu^oul .9»mm.m^t^i^^^^i^pf(H9^ 
mip^uae ^teia hi».he»t» a« |rj|mfjii%i,,^(^(if 
Ibiag uiveMsgauMl GQP,:a<^ a e^iw^gm^-tor^ 
Atoning and peaco-ifiaaidag U0f4n9£ 4^)»ji^;iiii) 
bi^ rmdi&r*^,uyK}ti: wlU tr^r be ac:»li;aiig^r itpi-^taBiHi 
jfrnqt^ yott. bMimettttiig of tni^ Jia9pii9«Mii9&l3 
90« iad .it at ^be foot cC tlie .erawHnint a^8mi9« 
of pvvion«^HreQMieiliation atui naeo^[ilaiil»e )ii9lk 
GoD< The woiid vill deoeiv^ yoxi^^'^iiilmmBI^ 
Aiome yon-^^od Satan will duQwtSi -sttrnk 99A 
fnn- 4wn iiaait wiQ deoevire yoo; jtQd emanAJMidp 
laayi.iisosiFe yom*--aU Bjpetidae *' peBoa{.pteP^' 
.^dum^ them «i do. p^aee«^bai^ baddi tbi^ dNft. 
Go. you aa a sianer Ibst^a ainaav imdo<le; ik ftitiour 
«itbput.cMi|^t butyowr Tiloatfas lOiaoaiiMadtyfiift 
Btsd waak in the foniitain opea -for jtt.«ii)mclltid 
tima Tepeotin^ and bf^eviag^ mjJtsa^[jQ^ 
f',pe9t6> d^.be as a ciaor« and yonr iH^eonii^ 
asthe vav«aof ;titc ite. .. * 



"^IPhfe rekffkr eoni^qoelticet of re^ectin^ tke 
At6tief!«i^^(A <]f Chdst are ididMt top fi^u«6il a 
ciftirtttiCer ^6 traee Ottt;' And jvt the wopd df 
4^cto fe' oiir ^de jn tlaHi cu^'Ofe ftll otiier matters^ 
c6ftn^^(2d »wii& cheMT^^av^/ pfreeeot And itteroalj 
bf 't3ie ititd|j4tig sbted. We open: it> atid- meraad 
t^ S«< ^^crlastbg paDisbthetit^' — "t^e irormt fclmfe 
neVt^ d^s; add l%ie 'tire tMt is wvec qUenahed^'f 
dT '^e^^lttdlittg' tiMm^ttts/' of "^ erai^Btiag^dfl^ 
tr«a<lfiUii'i¥oi&*ABe pi«0eiio€f of tbe liO^^'andifoHi 
tiie' !gtory 'of biU power/' of >^' evedfas^i^ jfist 
|i^p^ddlbiri^l» deitU btid lki» azigdiv«fi'';SMiitat 
i&rkikKttl M^re thi^e i» ^«««!!pktg> ai^d wailing' and 
j^filfe]|&g of ts^thv" Ali tiidt, and vvore^ we; renl 
t^'!(to«fi^ri0ia inlh Ihb fluid 'firtate «f ; tfaar/imiNBib 
te&t'-iuBLd indMiteviAg, tbe re^eeto- 'of ihib lAton^- 
iMeiit ^ the' Son of Oos. And u^ it sifcrpr^sidg 
Vbtttftkii' idKmld'be <^y ddom fiihner^ iNot>(]f>^ 
W- rsfii^itiiymd tb«e, a r^jeotioft of &mif% 
^totf^hi«]t» farvDlTeS' ic raJedlicMi of'^lli^ on^ vaf 
'6l>ialvatk>tti i *' OUier fbondattoik oanootfiinn lay 
Atti thai ia Md tdsUch la Jeaua Chriri:/' 1 Qbc. 
1&' i 1 ^' ^')Neitiier ia tlieve Isalvation in any otfaeirt 
Ibv tbencris'ison^ -etiiet nan>eaind^f faeafvetL gitcn 
IttBOB^'tnib, whereby we'inay be^saved.-' Aets 
iirt'^llk' ' llieve renudnet& no more 'sacrifice iihr 
«ln, .htit a fearful looking for of jadgmtiafcand 
fiery indignation whidi ahidl daroar the tadvan* 



8Mi«h'\ W. tjaB.,bf^tri|i?-rai4yinost,f^n»ft it.jif,-^.> 
te,wfta|riaii.i4arQH^g. st^k^he. (919^6^* ^q^^i|t 
He mipt revive C^ist or be eternally Jbi^p^hf^ 
frqm/bedTeo. • Xbi» is the onjij plaol^ r^^^/t^^. 
aad,y9Hr sQql fiowt Binkbenei^h t))e 4<^]^,))i{l(^, 
of: JelM»vah« ^nrn^th, Tlifin,.^^;^^ ongb); $9 il^^ 
yoor ' pfffsfiKitcoarse ? Immediate repen^Mope a^ 
huj»iliatiQn beforji God— This. xDi(ftt , bq ]^om{|ff{tt. 
s^P-^Xhraw dovm th9 weapouA <tf :7C)i)f ^Jp^2g) 
r^«eUip^T^ ground your arma befor^^l^jjff:^!^^^^-^; 
and' G9m» ixik.tb/e posture andr^witl^ t|)e Qc^T^ffflSi f m 
ofi.a, lawrQo&d^paned aQd a^^candeinAe4 ^flm-j 
Tbiak not of .a future repentance-rrdnam wt.,^ 
adeath^bed co^ver^ioa-r-ii is a work tpoji;;^, 
and important to leave until then — It musi ^| 
done iiot&^the present is yours only — To^monrow 
you may be in eternity. Many have been the 
sermons you have heard — solemn have been the 
Warnings you have received — affecting have been 
the entreaties and motives with which the faithful 
minister, and the beseeching parent, and the 
anxious friend have plied you, — and yet you 
remain impenitent and unbelieving. Repent then, 
this moment repent. God commands you to 
repent ; death, judgment, eternity, all urge you to 
repent now. Think not that you have ought of 
goodness to commend you to God. On his 
mercy you have no possible claim.. You richly 
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d^^hH^ to ^e. And it is a wonder of wonders 
tlittt yon are at this moment ont of bell. O trifle 
i]f6t "^h the long-saffering patience of God. It 
may weary soon^ and then he will swear that yon, 
who have broken his law—slighted his grace— 
and rejected his 8on, shall never enter into his 
rtJst. But, if yon are resolved to perish in yonr 
uiabelie6-^If ycm are resolved to die rejecting 
Gitflkt and his g^*eat salvation— If you have made 
a covenant with death, and with hell are at an 
agreement, then, there remahieth no more sa- 
crifices fbr' sin, but one tremendous, appdlitig al- 
tfematiVe^-*0^ it is a fearftd one, pause ere you 
cbobi^ it-«-the alternative of b«ng etertiaSy 
lostf 
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MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY. 

MEMOIR OF MRS. HARRIET WINSLOW, 
combining a Sketch of the CEYLON MISSION, by 
AfiROK wixsLOW, one of the Missionaries; with an 
Introductory Essay, by James Haringtoit Evans, 
Minister of John Street Chapel. With a Portrait. 12mo. 
58. 6d. cloth boards and lettered. 

•♦•A CHEAPER, but UNABRIDGED EDITION, adapted 
for general circulation is also published, in a smaller sise. Price 
8s« 6d. cloth boards and lettered. 

• *< We have perused with great care and intense interest this 
work, and we cannot express ^he decree of delight which the 
perusal of it has given us.** — Bidinburgh Irutructor* 

" Mrs. Winslow, is made the principal narrator of her own 
bright course: a sinning light indeed, in a dark place; a lovely 
example of feminine piety, zeal* usefulness, and unreserved 
surrender to the Lord's service. We give no further account 
of the contents, because we wish all who value our recommen- 
dation to read and judge for themselves.*' — Christian Ladjft 
Magazine, January, 1838. 

This Memoir will be perused with interest by all who feel an 
they ought, *' their obligation to spread the Gospel of salvation 
in this World of darkness, misery, and sin.** ** Mr. Evans* 
Introductory Essay, renders any further recommendation of this 
volume altogether superfluous.'* — Record, Fd). 36, 1836. 

*'So interesting a Memoir, connected with Missionaiy exer- 
tions, has seldom come under our notice. We can recommend 
it strongly to the attention of all who f^ke an interest in the 
spread of Divine truth.**— DuMn Record, April 19, 1838. 

<' Seldom has a Memoir, more deeply interesting, or more 
instructive, been offered to the notice of the public."->Cofl|^«- 
goHonal Magatine, June, 1838. 

SERMONS ON THE CANTICLES, By Dr. 
F. Krummacher, Author of ^' Elijah the Tishbite,*' 
&c. 18nQ0. Price 2s. cloth. The cheapest and neatest 
edition. 

GEMS OF LUTHER, translated from the 
Oerman. 18mo. Price Is. 6d. cloth. 
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W0KK8 FUBLI8BBD BY JOHN F. S^W^ 



1. l^ALMS AND HYMNS, Selected cJhiefly 
fot PuUic Wonhi]H by Jamss Bavikoton Eyaks* 
Minister of John Street duqieL A new edition, xmA 
and re-wimnged. 18nuH Ptiee 3s« ihoepi 4i. calf. 

2. LETTERS OF A PASTOR TO tilS 
ThOCK. . Tluxd Edition. 92mo. Ptfce |i. dotb lettered*. 

3. A SERMON $n belialf of the Baptist Mis^ 
sionary Society. Preached at Surrey Chapel, on M^cd^. 
needay, the M of May, 1837* Price It. 

4. LETTERS TO A FRIEND, cont^ning the 
wiitK*t dbjeetioBt to his fiKmer work, entitled, "^'Dia- 
logues on Important Subjects," published in I8I9,, to- 
gether with his reasons for believing in the pioper Dei^ 
of the Son of God, and the Divine Perionalitf of tbt. 
Holy €RiOit. ISmo. Price 2s. 0d. boards. 

5. THE HISTORY OF LOT, eathibiting the 
evils which arise from a needless expoftnn to the VTodljt'l 

Price 6d. 



6, SANCTIFICATION THROUGH THE 
Truth. . A SenaoD. 18mo. Prioe Is. 6d. 

7. THE OLD MAN AND HIS GRAND- 
Daughter at En viUe. Price 8d. 

HYMNS FOR THE USE OF THE CBMtu 
OF CHRISt, by R. C. CKAPiCAiir. Priee 8d. <dtfth4 
lOd. soan. 

^2ko, bjf the same Author, 

MEDITATIONS ON THE FIRST. AND 
SKCOND CHAPTERS OP THE CANTICLBS: 
18mo. Prise 2s. eloth. 
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WO^KS PUBLISHED BY JOHN F. .-SHAW. 



^ SPmiTUAL CRUMBS FROM THE M AS- 
, TER*S .TABLE, by^GERHiED' TebsteEgek, frtftn 
the German by the Translator of '* Elyah the TishWle.*** 
BooiscsBp^Svo^ Price ^. cloth lettcacd* 

. It contains discourses an theJbUottnng subjects : — 

CbrUt Weeping over Jerusalem— The Believer, the 
Temple of the Holy Ghost— The Believer's Rest— 0n 
tb« 0irfeb of Christ*-The Naraes ana Titkaof Chrisi^ 
Tt^e -Qutpoujring of the Holy Spirit^On Grieving the 
Holy Spirit. 

". ThU is a book wbicb will best spe«k its own praise ; in. 
. dee^lifte • Wijah the Tishbite/ it is above alt praise." ^ 

JBttmgeHiMl RrgtOtr*. 

'^TheriB is a fine tone of spfrftaal religion pervading airtfaeie' 
d^oliides, eatcalMted to make them very acceptable and pm&tK* 
aj^le tq spjritaally-miinded persons. We recommend tbe bopk^ 
aB c'alculated to be very useful and ediryiag.'' 

; ollTblitdjjM.TOttiine of discadHBes-froni (he pen of a mQst 
/ apyatQlie imjuu fSvfxv page breathes the fervoar of a spirit 0e- 
; ybreU to the glory of God and tbe good of souls." " - • > 

J'|THere it an overpowering earnestness i» thfni» together 
WfthfAithfAr appeals jo tfie consden'ce, atid a ttttm\4 jtatemfcnt 
' of evangelical tnnHi.'*'-*SHHburffh Chrutiem iiMt^tctm: 

mViAJktk d^t^tlonal iolumf« iritlndel fvt tbe tfMset;' it 
consists of evangelical discoi»r«es DF^cededr by a prayer; the 
; wbole is characterised by great cftarness ano'«irt»plieity, tkt' 
prayers are evangelt»r(aiiH fetveM.'*^-'JliethodUt Magazine* 

; /j There if jnofb ti}4t is truly excellent and truly beautifnl in 
- lH#s^<Kfted{lr!ies; ^Ich are tbifs ititiiidiieed' to tfce world, didder 
{ t.bfi|jW9in|,^itl# of*Spi«riinal Crirmbs from.the l^a»t«f> Tjibjb^j 
There is a ricb vein of spiritual and devOitoAa'l fbe)i1Tg ' per- 
vading them* which gives us a higli idea of the authoffVpiefs^' 
They seem really the utterance of his genuine feelings; the 
overflowings of a Heart foil of tbe love Iff Ckiii\t and under the 
sokninisine influence of things unseen and eternal. There is 
tUddg^ouFtftk' volume- i;reht TiVyinest of 'sty1|?y>^i)<ff .(IfQbws 
an ^ima^ip«.<wer evi^ry- subject brought before ns. Btay (bis 
voram^1>e blessed; addmay nis SpiHtdal Ci'emW feVd'tAitBytf 
ha ngry §(mV^Pre$b$ttrian Review, iVel)in»^€iv|8^4 > : 
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DK0TCAVSD -BY* ntwtsioir, ' / i 
TO ADELAIDE TME ^UEEN DOUfAOSm 

THE LETTERS OF THti Itf ARTI^ks ; fcol) 
kcted Md PiiblUbed w lilU ; wkb « Pveftces, by lilL'ES 
COYKADALE. Aad wiih IntrodiictMrv KeiiiArkftvby^M 
Rer. Edwajuo Btckeasyetb, A.H:, lUd:6t«f 'WkU 
toii,Herjyu f ,'. 

Price lOlk JUiigeiiaper 148. cloth boards and lettered. 

. " Among Mr. Bickersteth's recent pnbIicatioB;i we,o^«^rv^.i, 
reprint of Coverdale'a ' Ijetten of the Martyr*/ t "work of v^ 
ten»e intere8l,i, and breathinc the genaine tpint of the j^jTOt^U^nt 
Reformation."— iT^rution Observer, Afril, 183^ ^ 

" We hail tliis publication, collected by Miles CoTerdak, as 

** At to the work Itvelfy there is no need at* this time o/ day to 
AncMt ott ics valae. It It, in every sense, m^st pre^iooi:*' " 



'* Tbe ht\t^n In this Tolnme are so .cick with the,^^ 0^1 
ofKOBpel (mth, that we'hesitate not to say, if no other boo& 6l 
divinity was left in the chnreh, it wonld safHce, as a f^titmii 
practical commentary on God'l woxd* to. adify nod bnild op n 
persecuted Church. We hope it will find a place in every 

"•^ The ^^oAf betters of the Martyrs may bfe-wettf^aaii ii fc c A ^ tf 
Ut tboM iN»»,arft daniroos «r nnderiMMflinc tbt-trwa <*a iyfft RJf 
Popery, and the support and consolafion^ by whi<di the bMj: 
eMi fe s s oi s of Qneen Mary's days were tnwMi*tv nMWU fy 

food confession. This re-publicatlon is every way sp-jlgiliiyi 
t is calculated to afford a salutary warning to those who are in 
danger of beins sedneed from the ^ntrtty offhe Protestant faith 
^.U}«t. PiipistTcal leavcn»ivhich is *oiarg«ly infjuef^ yUp ^(hat 
aw arffed by a siiall Jnala at Oxfbrd, "Tridtl f<* mnS^^ 

COVERDALE— A SPIRITUAL AMB MOOD 
PRECIOUS P£ARI^ leaching all men to V>ve and^BV 
brace the Gross as a most sweet and neqesiaiv ibioff mnlo 
the Soul, &e. &c. By a Learned PMactiei»OTHA 
W£aicoxxBliu8| and tnnalated by MitBs CovMu 
DALE. With a Portrait of Jdikt rivniiilalu 
'ly printed, 2s. 6d. doth. -^-o^w™". 
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TWENTY SI^SBMONS, hy the late Rev. 
WlBOAW^APSrEWj JHtidsteBaf Long AcM G)^«ptf 
Gbapd.. l2mo, 7ft< cloth lettered. 

::f*irteset deiUMtii weie Uilrtn in Bkort-band, by Mr. BsuoB, of 
Qwoa's.dbUece/Ciwiibridse; aud ttiose wb« were in the babil 
Qf^^fiprifig Abe r^er^ll %od JUtinented aatbor^ vill not qieslioo 
their genaineness und accoracy. We consider them the hest 
ipecimens we have seen of the printed Sermons of Mr. Howels." 
• '- >!■■• Eeootd, ApHi 29, 1835. 

" We are anfeignedly glad to receive snch a precious memo- 
rtaf bra" Mend ith6m tte «o greatly lov^ and admired, and 
yt^a, in ctiKarneBS and depth of theulogy, had few eqnals In the 
il^tf'fii'wblcb be lived.*'— ftMmjF^Iicof Magazine, March 1835. 



, f UNPAMENTAL REFORM of tlie CHURCH 
ESTABLISHMENT, by which it may be Tendere4 less 
despQtio ID U9 constitution, .less seeular in its spirity an4 
lMl-iitf«lteant in fts^ administration : with Remarks upon 
liOvd Morpeth*s Irish Charch Bill. By a Clergyman. 

999* Us. 



. A LITTLE TALK BETWEEN THOBf AS 

STEADY and JPUN HOPEWELL, riKWt ^vings' 

BdnlSt Mid other matten of great importance to La« 

Spooring Men and thdr Masters. Second Edition. 
•■^^ ■ - ^« 
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SACRED SONGS for BRITISH SEAMEN. 
Sf-timhAMT J.4itE WU.HELMINA St. Maur. Fine 
Edition, nmo. cloth lettered and gilt edges. Price 2s. 
GomaMD Bditlbn, sew«d Is. 

*Thi8 is every way pleasing. The effnsions of an elegant 
ffAnd, ander the ini)nence of somefhlng better than efeganccand 
tinte, bkx>iig^t clowtt to the level of capacitiesnecessarily limited, 
ant:* iwttefc voliiiiife of sacred poetry, placed in the bandi «ro«r 
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THE HARMONY OF PROTESTANT CON- 
FESSIONS, exhibitinic the FAITH OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST, reformed after the pure 
and Holy Doctrine of the Gospel throughout Europe. 
Translated from the l^tin. A new Edition, revised, 
and considerably enlarged, bv the Rev. Peter Hall, 
M. A. Rector of Milston, Wilts, and Minister of Tavi- 
stock Chapel, Broad Court, London. 

Never, bioc« tbe reign of Qaeen Elisabeth, were the prin- 
ciples of (he Protestant Reformation bronght more prominently 
Into discnssion, whether for disparagement or for defence, than 
St the present day. Assailed, both from withoat and from 
within, a general desire of investigating, more accurately, tbe 
character of that memorable transaction, has directed the atten- 
tion of wise and picas men to the anthentic records of a period, 
big with the most momentoas consequences to the honor and 
pros perity of Christendom. 

Of the Docamentary Fablications, connected with the history 
of Ecclesiastical Reform in the Sixteenth Century, certainly 
one of tbe most important is that now announced : not only as 
bringing together, within a moderate compass, tbe deliberate 
decisions of almost every Church in Europe : but as proving, 
moreover, what the enemies of Divine Truth have ever perti- 
naciously denied, that, notwithstanding matters of difference on 
some points, (which may the Spirit of 6ud speedily bring into 
reconciliation I) there is a real and substantial Harmony existing 
throttghont the whole body of believers, on what are empliati. 
cially termed the vital and fundamental topics of Christian 
verity. 

Tbe Work in question was first published in Latin, at Ge- 
neva, in Quarto, in the year 1581; then in English, at Cam. 
bridge, in Dnodecimo, I5S6 ; and again in London, In Quarto, 
1043. These editions have long since become excessively rare ; 
those in the Rnglish Version, more especially, unattainable, but 
after patient search, and at a most exorbitant price. 

The Latin edition comprises Eleven Confessions: to both tbe 
English Editions is subjoined, in Appeitdix, the P'iinburgb 
Confession of 1581. This Confession, the Editor of the present 
reprint proposes to introduce into the body of the work ; and to 
add, by way of Appendix, 1. The Thirty-nine articles of the 
Church of England, according to the last revision of 1617; 8. 
The Westminster Confession, of 1647. adopted by the Church 
of Scotland ; 3. The Articles, drawn up by Arcb bishop Usher, 
and agreed upon by the Convocation of the Church of Ireland, 
in 1615; and 4. Tbe Judgment of the Synod of Dort, promal- 
gated, both in Latin, and in English, in 1019. An historical 
account of each Confession will be prefixed ; the references to 
Scripture verified throughout; and an Index of subjects added 
for more convenient reference. 

The whole will form one large and handsome Volume in 8vo. 
price l4s., and will be published In the month of September 
iisning. A limited number of copies will be printed on a 




ral paper. 
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